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In December 2019, China reported the first

case of an unknown respiratory disease

caused by a novel coronavirus, initially

referred to as severe acute respiratory

syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). The

disease, later named coronavirus 2019

(COVID-19), rapidly spread around the world.

Ten of the first twenty confirmed COVID-19

cases in the United States occurred in

California, with the first case confirmed on

January 26, 2020. 

On March 11, 2020, the World Health

Organization declared COVID-19 a global

pandemic. Sixteen months later, by July 2021,

the pandemic caused 35 million infections and

over 600,000 deaths in the United States

alone. California still accounts for the largest

number of cases and deaths in the United

States. 
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The initial response to the pandemic required

unprecedented adjustments to clinical

operations at UCLA Orthopaedics. First, the

department canceled or delayed all scheduled

surgeries, allowing only for the most urgent

cases. As a result, the department went from

497 surgical procedures in February of 2020,

to only 131 surgical procedures, a 74%

reduction, in April of the same year. During

that time, Orthopaedic clinic visits reduced by

53%, from 5,383 to 2,552 visits. 

Many orthopaedic patients chose to delay

routine care during the pandemic over safety

concerns. The pandemic brought new

challenges to UCLA Health faculty and staff,

including the department of Orthopaedics,

with complex and dynamic guidelines,

including protocols and safety measures such

as masking, temperature checks, testing, daily

health questionnaire, personal protective

equipment utilization, and much more.

Orthopaedic faculty and staff worked tirelessly

to ensure delivery of high-quality, patient-

centered care to all of our patients while

adapting and navigating the new environment. 
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We want to hear from you!

Every issue as we will highlight leading-

edge Ortho care and research, we’d like

the opportunity to showcase the honors and

awards of individuals from our Ortho Team.

This invite is extended to every Ortho Team

member. We’d like a chance to celebrate

with you! Please email your latest

accomplishment or award and a brief

description to Melanie Caluza.

You’re also welcome to send us the

accomplishments of others on our Ortho

Team that you'd like to celebrate.

2 1 s t  I S O L S  G E N E R A L

M E E T I N G -  L O S  A N G E L E S

M A Y  9 - 1 3 ,  2 0 2 2
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Show us your Bru[W]ins! 

A A O S  A N N U A L  

M E E T I N G - S A N  D I E G O

A U G  3 1 -  S E P T  3 ,  2 0 2 1

 




