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A Message from Our New Director

00One small year.
Iltds been an eternity,
itds taken all of me
to get here.
Through this one small year. o

-Shawn Colvin

Refl ecting back to our | ast report from Noven
just happened?d6é6 I n 2025, we experienced a number
tion and to the national and international contexts in which we work, and the CBAM team
NN O T Y/ [ DI/ ISTell has risen to the challenge. One of the most important changes has been the semi -
retirement of Dr . Steven Shoptaw, CBAMGs foundi ng
thing that we do. Over more than 30 years, we ha
as a mentor, advisor, researcher, teacher, administrator, advocate, and role model for how
to do socially engaged science that has a direct
are genuinely happy that he will be able to continue his work on a more limited scale while
also enjoying the pleasures of life outside the walls of academia and reveling in the proud
joy of grandparenthood. But we also wrestle with how to continue the mission that Steve
initiated, of how to address the problems of HIV and Addiction in our local communities.

As a research center, Vine Street Clinic has continued to play a central role in pio-
neering the science of HIV prevention and addiction medicine. Through studies in the HIV
Prevention Trials Network (HPTN) and the National
work (CTN), we guided development of new systems to deliver HIV prevention and treat-
ment services, and explored new medical therapies to control methamphetamine and co-
caine use. In collaboration with Gilead Sciences, we made major contributions to multiple
trials of Lenacapavir, ensuring that our community has access to this new long -acting agent
for HIV prophylaxis that has the potential to transform the field of HIV prevention. At the
same time, our faculty have developed new studies of the social, behavioral, and biomedi-
cal complications of HIV and stimulant use, and mentored young investigators in developing
their own research on these topics. Our team has explored the intersection of methamphet-
amine use, access to HIV prevention and treatment resources as well as to primary
healthcare services, and new strategies to integrate substance use harm reduction with HIV
and STI prevention.

Most important, we have done this work while maintaining our commitment to the
participants, patients, and communities that define us. Recently, Study Coordinator Chris
Blades shared this interaction he had with a participant during their final visit for the PURPOSE

22 trial of Lenacapavir for HIV prevention: OHeds
but still felt the need to share how much his experience here has meant to him. He said he

feels truly seen and safe when hef6s at the clini
feels comfortable and not judged. He wanted to thank the team for being so accepting,

ki nd, and wel coming. 0

So that is what happened, and that is why we will continue to do what we do. These
transitions in our lives have been challenging, but they also reinforce the fact that we are
needed i now, more than ever © as our communities face uncertainties in how to meet their
needs for healthcare, for work, and for safe, affordable places to live. The best is yet to
come. | hope you will join us on the journey.
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Celebrating Steve Shoptaw

Our fearless leader, Dr. Steven Shoptaw, retired from full time employment at
UCLA in June. He leaves behind an incredible legacy with over 30 years of ser-
vice to science and to those impacted by addiction, HIV, and mental illness.

We are fortunate that, after some well -deserved time off, Steve returns as part
time Emeritus faculty, working on special projects and continuing to provide
guidance and encouragement to the next generation of scientists.

Wedve put together some data bel ow sho p
been. However, what cannot be quantified is his impact on those of us who

have had the privilege to work with him. Upon his retirement colleagues from

across the globe, as well as current and former staff and mentees, sent messages that spoke of his warmth,

his wisdom, and his generosity. They spoke of his profound commitment to helping others and his ability to

see the human in every being. One mentee summed it up

that science can be used to pursue a mission and | ive
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Research Highlights

‘

In pursuit of our mission, CBAM conducts research on medical, behavioral, and combination ap-
proaches to the prevention and treatment of chronic illnesses, with a particular focus on addiction
and HIV. We stress the values of integrity and scientific rigor in the conduct of our research and
work closely with the communities we serve to ensure that the best of care is given. The following

pages highlight some of our research activities over the past year.
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Celebrating 20 Years
at the UCLA Vine Street Clinic!

The UCLA Vine Street Clinic marked a significant milestone in 2025
reaching 1tds 20th vyear i1 n servi

C

beginnings in 2005, wedbve conduc

completed more than 33,000 visits.

That work includes clinical trials of new medications to treat stimu-

lant dependence and trials of medications to prevent acquisition

of HIV. We were also a site for a COVID -19 trial in 2020, enrolling
nearly 200 participants in just seven weeks and helping to get life
saving vaccines to our vulnerable community members. Since
those early days weodove tripled
our buil ding and wedOve added cl
our research activities.
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