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Alta Charo (BA biology, Harvard ’79; 

JD law, Columbia ’82) is professor 

emerita of law and bioethics at the 

University of Wisconsin, and now 

works as a science policy consultant for 

a variety of government and industry 

entities.  Both before and during her 

time in academe, she has worked at 

the former congressional Office of Technology Assessment, the US Agency for 

International Development and the FDA.  Her advisory committee service 

includes membership on the NIH Human Embryo Research Panel, President 

Clinton’s National Bioethics Advisory Commission, the WHO expert committee 

on genome editing, and the International Society for Stem Cell Research 

guidelines drafting committee.  She also co-chaired the National Academies’ 

committee on embryonic stem cell research guidelines and the committee on 

governance of human genome editing. At present, she serves on the 

organizing committee for the 2023 Third International Summit on Human 

Genome Editing.  Charo has been elected to the National Academy of 

Medicine, the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the AAAS. 


