
Issa Lab at UCLA – Current and past mentees 
 
Current mentees 
 

• Vahagn Aldzhyan, MS - David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
•  
• Firas Bahdi, MD – GI fellow/Advanced endoscopy fellow, David Geffen School of 

Medicine at UCLA  
• Maryam Farooq, MS - David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
• Hellen Jumo, MS - David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
• Kelsy Larios, MS - David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
• Lavender Micalo, MS - David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
• Dzvurumi, Ruvimbo, MS - David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
• Vismaya S. Bachu, MD - David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
• Sagar “Arnie” Shah, MD – Resident/GI fellow, David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA  
• Anna H. Lee, MD – GI fellow, David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
• Farnoosh Vahedi, MD – GI fellow, David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
• Meghna Yalamachi, MD - Resident, Olive View-UCLA Medical Center, Los Angeles 
• Elizza Villarruel, MS3 clerkship - David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
• Yousif Arif, MD - Resident, David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
• Manar Alhanaee, MD - Visiting physician/international fellow, UAE 
• Melanie Ramirez - David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
• Vidhi Singh - David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
• Maya Maalouf - Visiting medical student 
• Donna Leet, MD – GI fellow, UCSF, San Francisco CA; ASGE Beyond the Scope Mentoring 

Program 
• Muhammad Haseeb, MD – GI fellow, UPMC, Pittsburg, PA; ASGE Beyond the Scope 

Mentoring Program  
 

Past mentees  
 

• Alsadiq Al-Hillan, MD - Advanced endoscopy fellow, David Geffen School of Medicine at 
UCLA 

• Dima Bechenati MD - Student, Mayo Clinic 
• Danse Bi, MD – GI fellow, Johns Hopkins, Baltimore MD; ASGE Beyond the Scope 

Mentoring Program 
• Daniel Carrera, MS3 - David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
• Anastasia Chahin, MD - Resident, UCI, Irvine, CA  
• Ashwinee S. Condon, MD - Advanced endoscopy fellow, David Geffen School of Medicine 

at UCLA 
• Fadi Daoud, MS - David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 



• Dean Ehlrich, MD – GI fellow, David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
• Erik Holzwanger, MD – GI fellow, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Harvard Medical 

School, Boston MA; ASGE Beyond the Scope Mentoring Program  
• Vidya Karvidu, MS4 - Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond VA 
• Philip Kozan, MD - Resident/GI fellow, David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA  
• Sabrina Lp, MS1 - Clinical preceptorship for first year medical students, Weill Cornell 

Medicine, New York 
• Christine Lum, MS3 clerkship - David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
• Cynthia Okafor, MS - Visiting medical student, ACG Summer Scholar Program 
• Jennifer Phan, MD - Advanced endoscopy fellow, David Geffen School of Medicine at 

UCLA 
• Mina Rahhal, MD - Visiting medical graduate  
• Asaad Traina, MD - Resident, UCLA Primary Care Program  
• Sushrut Thiruvengadam, MD - Advanced endoscopy fellow, David Geffen School of 

Medicine at UCLA 


