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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

Dear Friends,

| am pleased to share with you the 2024-25 Jules Stein Eye Institute
Annual Report, showcasing the remarkable work of our clinicians and
vision-scientists this fiscal year as we continue our singular passion:
preserving sight and restoring vision.

The work we do today at the Institute and worldwide is made possible

by two individuals of incredible foresight: Dr. Bradley Straatsma and

Dr. Jules Stein. Together these visionaries saw an opportunity to transform
UCLA into a global leader in eye care, research, and education through
their creation of the Jules Stein Eye Institute, which has grown to become
a vision-science campus at UCLA. The documentary A Celebration of Our
Founders was created this year, bringing to life the pivotal moments that
shaped the Institute and offering both a personal and historical lens on

its enduring impact.

Building on this legacy, the UCLA Department of Ophthalmology marked
many noteworthy events, including:

» Dr. SriniVas Sadda serving as president of the 2025 Association for
Research in Vision and Ophthalmology (ARVO) annual meeting. Our
leadership at ARVO will continue, with Dr. Sophie Deng as 2026 ARVO
president and Dr. Joseph Demer as 2026 ARVO vice president.

» The opening of the new Doheny Eye Center UCLA—Pasadena, bringing
state-of-the-art clinical care to the Doheny Eye Institute campus—
continuing our commitment to excellence.

» The 10th anniversary of the UCLA Stein Eye Surgery Center, marking a
decade of providing essential ophthalmic services at the Jules Stein Eye
Institute vision-science campus.

» Welcoming eight new faculty members, bringing specialized expertise
in clinical practice and vision science.

» Department vision scientists securing 60 RO1 and other major
competitive vision-science research grants, totaling $14,378,000 in
support of cutting-edge investigations.

As we reflect on these milestones, we renew our commitment to eliminating
preventable blindness. The unwavering dedication of our community

to advancing research and education underscores our shared vision of
improving global eye health. Through innovation, collaboration, and a
continued pursuit of knowledge, we are working toward a future where the
gift of sight is accessible to all.

Sincerely,

Anne L. Coleman, MD, PhD

Bradley R. Straatsma, MD, Endowed Chair in Ophthalmology
Chair, UCLA Department of Ophthalmology

Director, Jules Stein Eye Institute

Affiliation Chair, Doheny Eye Institute



Celebrating the Legacy

The Jules Stein Eye
Institute was born from a
powerful partnership
between Dr. Jules Stein
(left) and Dr. Bradley
Straatsma (right). United
by purpose, they
transformed a bold idea
into a world-renowned
Institute at UCLA.

of the
Jules Stein Eye Institute

On June 25, 2025, the Jules Stein Eye Institute hosted a screening of Jules Stein Eye Institute:
A Celebration of Our Founders, a documentary honoring Jules Stein, MD, a former ophthalmol-
ogist turned powerful entertainment executive and founder of MCA, and Bradley R. Straatsma,
MD, JD, the founding chair of the UCLA Department of Ophthalmology and the Jules Stein Eye
Institute’s founding director.

Anne L. Coleman, MD, PhD, chair of the Department of Ophthalmology, director of the Jules
Stein Eye Institute, and affiliation chair of Doheny Eye Institute, described the film as a tribute
that captures the spirit and legacy of the Institute through the voice of one of its most influential
figures—Dr. Straatsma, who through personal stories, preserves the Institute’s rich history.

The event also paid tribute to Lew Wasserman, a philanthropist and former president of MCA,
who was instrumental in supporting the Institute’s growth. His grandson, Casey Wasserman, con-
tinues to carry forward that legacy alongside the Institute’s Board of Trustees.

Meeting Jules Stein: from Cold Call to Collaboration

In the late 1950s, ophthalmology at UCLA existed only as a division within the Department of Sur-
gery. With training from esteemed universities including Yale, Columbia, and Johns Hopkins, as
well as the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, Dr. Straatsma quickly recognized UCLA’s potential
to develop a world-class eye program that could rival any in the nation.
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Lew Wasserman (left) was Jules Stein’s
protégé and friend for 45 years and
would continue his mentor’s legacy as a
powerful advocate for vision care and
research. Casey Wasserman continues
his grandfather’s legacy today along
with the Jules Stein Eye Institute Board
of Trustees.
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Shortly after his arrival at UCLA, Dr. Straatsma learned of a donation from
Dr. Stein and requested a meeting, which Dr. Stein declined. Undeterred,
Dr. Straatsma persisted and ultimately presented Dr. Stein with a written proposal
for an integrated eye institute—combining research, education, and patient care—
along with a conceptual sketch of the facility on UCLA's campus. The idea captured
Dr. Stein’s imagination, and their resulting collaboration proved pivotal in shaping
the future of ophthalmology at UCLA.

Leadership at the Helm:

UCLA’s Role in Building a World-Class Eye Institute

From its earliest days, the Institute benefited from the support of an exceptional
University environment—not merely as an institution, but as a collective of for-
ward-thinking individuals. Key were UCLA’s chancellors, including Vern Knudsen,
Franklin Murphy, and Richard Young, whose administrative foresight helped
shape a fertile ground for medical innovation.

Founding Dean of the Medical School Stafford Warren, followed by Sherman
Mellinkoff, and subsequent deans, played a foundational role in integrating the
Institute’s mission with UCLA’s broader medical education and research goals.
Their guidance helped secure vital resources, attract top-tier faculty, and ensured
the Jules Stein Eye Institute would not only thrive within the University but also
influence ophthalmology worldwide.

Under the visionary direction of Dr. Straatsma, the contributions of Drs. Leonard
Apt, Dean Bok, Robert Christensen, Robert Foos, Michael Hall, S. Rodman Irvine,
and Thomas Pettit were instrumental in shaping the Jules Stein Eye Institute into
a driving force of excellence, innovation, and influence within academic medicine.
Their impact on the field—and on the Institute’s legacy—cannot be overstated.

Dedication and Symbolism

The 1966 dedication of the Jules Stein Eye Institute spanned several days, draw-
ing global ophthalmology leaders, donors, UCLA faculty, and members of the
Hollywood community. At a gala banquet, guests were blindfolded—offering a
powerful, wordless reminder of the vital sense the Institute was committed to
preserving: vision.

The formal dedication of the Jules Stein Eye Institute took place on the afternoon of
November 3, 1966, as several thousand well-wishers gathered on the west terrace
to witness the historic moment.

Concluding his remarks, Dr. Stein declared, “The history of the Institute begins with
this dedication. | am confident it will be a proud history.” At that moment, Doris Stein
stepped forward to cut the ribbon draped across the entrance—symbolically
opening the Institute and ushering in a new era in vision science and care.



Hollywood Meets Ophthalmology

Dr. Straatsma held deep admiration for Dr. Stein’s intellect, busi-
ness acumen, and unwavering commitment to excellence. “I
can’t afford to do something unless | do it very well,” Dr. Stein
said—an ethos that defined their partnership. Dr. Straatsma’s
respect was met with Dr. Stein’s trust, forming a relationship
grounded in shared purpose and ambition.

And the personal bond between the two men evolved into
a unique partnership that bridged medicine and entertainment.
Welcomed into the Steins’ social circle—which included figures
like Walt Disney and Alfred Hitchcock, along with the leading
movie stars of the day—Dr. Straatsma gained access to influ-
ential connections that led to meaningful support for the Insti-
tute. Key benefactors emerged from these relationships, while
events hosted at the Stein residence and the Institute raised
critical funds and awareness, fostering a rare and enduring
alliance between Hollywood and academic medicine.

Extending the Reach of Eye Care: Vision for All

Dr. Straatsma’s commitment to ophthalmology didn’t stop at
UCLA’s doorstep; community engagement was equally crucial.
Through the UCLA Mobile Eye Clinic and partnerships with
regional hospitals, the Institute serves a broad and diverse
population. And Institute physicians, international fellows, and
alumni advance the Institute’s mission by working tirelessly to
eradicate blindness worldwide.

A Vision That Endures: Honoring a Legacy of
Excellence and Purpose

Today, Dr. Straatsma expresses pride in what the Institute has
become—a global leader in ophthalmology research, patient
care, and education. Yet he remains focused on the future.
He credits ongoing leadership, Dr. Bartly J. Mondino and
Dr. Anne Coleman, with carrying forward the Institute’s legacy.
“The challenge for us at UCLA,” he says, “is to use the oppor-
tunities that will emerge for the advance of science, the care
of patients, and the education of the students who will arrive
from all over the world. That’s the next step in the future of the
Jules Stein Eye Institute.”

In addition to UCLA leadership and local dignitaries, Hollywood
icons like Bette Davis, Cesar Romero, Bob Hope, and Gene Kelly
gathered alongside Dr. Jules Stein at the groundbreaking of the
Jules Stein Eye Institute.

Our exemplary leaders who have
served as chair of the UCLA
Department of Ophthalmology
and director of the Jules Stein
Eye Institute: Dr. Bartly Mondino
(1994—-2022), Dr. Anne Coleman
(2022—present), and Dr. Bradley
Straatsma (1964—-1994).
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2024 American Academy of
Ophthalmology Meeting

Congratulations to our faculty who were honored at the Amer-
ican Academy of Ophthalmology (AAO) annual meeting in
Chicago, lllinois. Drs. Federico G. Velez and Stacy L. Pineles
received Senior Achievement Awards. Dr. Simon K. Law was
a Secretariat Awardee, and Dr. Robert Alan Goldberg was the
Wendell L. Hughes Lecturer.

UCLA Department of Ophthalmology faculty presented over
100 educational events over the four-day meeting.

A First for an Investigator
in the UCLA Department
of Ophthalmology

Anthony J. Aldave, MD, Bartly J. Mondino, MD, Endowed Chair
in Ophthalmology, achieved a departmental first by receiving
both Orphan Drug and Rare Pediatric Disease Designation from
the FDA for his gene therapy program targeting congenital
hereditary endothelial dystrophy (CHED). Dr. Aldave leads the
Jules Stein Eye Institute Cornea Genetics Laboratory, which is
part of the NIH’s Bespoke Gene Therapy consortium. His lab
also received funding from the California Institute for Regen-
erative Medicine to further this work. These milestones bring
the gene therapy closer to human clinical trials and potential
treatment for children affected by CHED-related blindness.

Dr. Michael Ip Joins American
Ophthalmological Society

Michael D. Ip, MD, Gavin S. Herbert Endowed Chair for Macu-
lar Degeneration, has been elected to the American Ophthal-
mological Society (AOS), one of the most prestigious honors
in the field. Founded in 1864, the AOS limits its membership
to 225 board-certified ophthalmologists who demonstrate
excellence in clinical care, research, education, or public ser-
vice. Dr. Ip presented his thesis on imaging and treatment
outcomes after anti-VEGF therapy for macular edema due to
retinal vein occlusion.

UCLA AOS members include: Drs. Anthony C. Arnold,
Joseph Caprioli, Anne L. Coleman, Robert Alan Goldberg, Gary
N. Holland, Allan E. Kreiger (deceased), Colin A. McCannel,
Kouros Nouri-Mahdavi, SriniVas R. Sadda, Alfredo A. Sadun,
David Sarraf, Bradley R. Straatsma, and Michael D. Ip.

4 JULES STEIN EYE INSTITUTE | A Year in Review

UCLA Ophthalmology
Shines at ARVO 2025

The Doheny and Jules Stein
Eye Institutes had a major
presence at the Associa-
tion for Research in Vision
and Ophthalmology (ARVO)
annual meeting, held May
4-8, 2025, in Salt Lake City.
With nearly 11,000 attendees
from 74 countries, this year’s
event was especially notable
as UCLA’s Dr. SriniVas Sadda
served as ARVO president,
delivered the opening keynote,
and shaped the conference
theme: “i3: Imagining Innova-
tion and Intelligence in Vision
Science.”

UCLA faculty and trainees
contributed across the educa-
tional program, and over 1,500
attendees visited the shared
Stein/Doheny Expo booth to
learn about the Department’s latest research.

The annual Doheny—UCLA Breakfast Forum focused on
“Oculomics,” exploring how retinal imaging can help detect sys-
temic disease early. Esteemed speakers included Drs. Amani
Fawzi, Yali Jia, and Jianhua Wang. Drs. Deborah Ferrington,
Yuhua Zhang, and Giulia Corradetti led the session.

More than 150 Doheny and Jules Stein Eye Institute alumni,
faculty, and friends attended the ARVO Alumni Reception on
May 5, with notable guests from leading institutions.

The tradition of leadership continues at ARVO next year,
with Dr. Sophie X. Deng serving as 2026 ARVO President and
Dr. Joseph L. Demer as 2026 ARVO Vice President.

Dr. SriniVas Sadda was
recently appointed A. Ray
Irvine, Jr, MD, Endowed Chair
in Clinical Ophthalmology

in support of his vision
research. He is recognized
internationally for his
leadership and expertise.

AUPO 2025

Members of the UCLA Department of Ophthalmology were
active participants at the 2025 Association of University Pro-
fessors of Ophthalmology (AUPQO) annual meeting held January
29to February 1in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. The event brought
together academic leaders in ophthalmology to discuss key
challenges and innovations in the field.

Topics included future training pathways in subspecialties
such as neuro-ophthalmology, pediatric ophthalmology, and
uveitis; the shift between virtual and in-person residency inter-
views; and leadership development in academic medicine.
UCLA faculty contributed valuable insights through presenta-
tions that helped shape ongoing conversations in academic
ophthalmology.



Doheny Eye Center UCLA-
Pasadena: Welcome to Our
New Home!

On March 4, 2025, Doheny Eye Institute celebrated a major
milestone with the ribbon-cutting of the new clinic in Pasadena.
Now located on the first floor of 150 N. Orange Grove Blvd., the
Doheny Eye Center UCLA—Pasadena brings together oper-
ations previously spread across multiple suites at Huntington
Pavilion. Situated on the scenic Doheny Eye Institute campus,
the modern, centralized facility is designed to elevate patient
care, encourage collaboration, and usher in a new chapter in the
long- standing partnership between Doheny and UCLA’s Jules
Stein Eye Institute in advancing excellence in ophthalmology.

Celebrating a Trailblazer:
Dr. Debora Farber

On April 7,2025, the Jules
Stein Eye Institute honored
Debora B. Farber, PhD,
with a symposium cele-
brating her groundbreak-
ing contributions to vision
science and advocacy for
women in research. A pio-
neer in retinal degener-
ation studies, Dr. Farber
joined the Institute in 1976
and became one of its first
female faculty members. Her research uncovered key genetic
causes of inherited eye diseases, earning her major accolades
including the ARVO Proctor Medal and an NIH MERIT Award.
Beyond her science, she served in key leadership roles at
UCLA and ARVO, leaving a lasting legacy in vision research
and mentorship.

UCLA Stein Eye Surgery Center:
10 Years of Excellence

Since opening in 2015, the UCLA Stein Eye Surgery Center
at the Edie & Lew Wasserman Building has performed nearly
80,000 procedures, becoming a cornerstone of ophthalmic
care atthe Jules Stein Eye Institute. With state-of-the-art tech-
nology and subspecialty-trained surgeons, the Center has
increased its surgical volume by 45% in a decade, reflecting ris-
ing demand and patient trust. Beyond the numbers, its greatest
impact lies in lives transformed through expert, compassion-
ate care. As it enters its second decade, the Center remains
dedicated to advancing safe, efficient, and patient-centered
surgery. Thank you for 10 years of partnership and progress.

Celebrants at the ribbon cutting included (I to r): Angel Padilla,
Dr. Alfredo Sadun, Dr. Bartly Mondino, Dr. Anne Coleman,
Marissa Goldberg, Dr. Vikas Chopra, Dr. Anthony Aldave, and
Patrick Goldsworthy.

Bridging Genetics and
Ophthalmology: A Milestone
for Dr. Emile Vieta

Congratulations to Emile Vieta, MD, on completing the com-
petitive two-year board certification program in medical genet-
ics through the UCLA Intercampus Medical Genetics Training
Program. This demanding program requires in-depth expertise
in genetics, internal medicine, and pediatrics. Dr. Vieta earned
high praise for his clinical performance and is now among a
select group of physicians board certified in both medical
genetics and ophthalmology. His dual specialization positions
him to significantly advance the diagnosis and treatment of
inherited eye disorders, strengthening the Jules Stein Eye
Institute’s commitment to providing expert, personalized care
for patients with genetic vision conditions.

Dr. Bronwyn Bateman (left), who gave a $10 million gift
to establish the UCLA Bronwyn Bateman Center for
Ocular Genetics, and Dr. Michael Gorin (right), retinal
disorders and ophthalmic genetics faculty, congratulate
Dr. Emile Vieta on completing the Medical Genetics
Training Program, part of the EyeGenetics Medical
Genetics track.
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Celebration of Life for Dr. Allan E. Kreiger

n September 4, 2024, the Jules Stein
O Eye Institute held a memorial hon-

oring Dr. Allan “Buzz” Kreiger, the
founding chief of the Retina Division and its
first faculty member. Family, friends, alumni,
and colleagues gathered to reflect on his
remarkable legacy in ophthalmology and
his lasting influence as a mentor and friend.
Speakers, including Drs. Anne L. Coleman,
Gary N. Holland, Colin A. McCannel, Bartly
J.Mondino, Pradeep S. Prasad, and Steven
D. Schwartz, along with video tributes, shared
heartfelt memories that evoked both laughter
and tears, celebrating the enduring spirit of
a beloved leader and pioneer.
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Dr. Kreiger’s wife, Kristin Kreiger (pink/orange top, beige pants), and the Kreiger
family, are joined by Dr. Anne Coleman (blue dress).



In Memoriam: Dr. Joseph Horwitz

Dr. Joseph Horwitz, a pioneering vision scientist and longtime
member of the UCLA Department of Ophthalmology, passed
away on October 23, 2024, at age 88. A UCLA alumnus, he
joined the faculty in 1971 and served as associate director of
research and founding co-chief of the Vision Science Divi-
sion. His groundbreaking work on alpha-crystallin significantly
advanced understanding of lens proteins and cataract for-
mation. Honored with the Proctor Medal, NIH MERIT Award,
and more, he published 174 papers and mentored countless
colleagues. Remembered for his brilliance, humor, and gen-
erosity, Dr. Horwitz leaves a lasting legacy in science and in
the lives he touched.

BEST

HOSPITALS

! IS [ &WORLDREPORT

OPHTHALMOLC

New Faculty Appointments

Mona Fayad, MD
Health Sciences Assistant Clinical Professor of Ophthalmology

Alexander S. Fein, MD
Health Sciences Assistant Clinical Professor of Ophthalmology

Michael J. Gilhooley, MD, PhD
Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology

Emma M. Lessieur, MD, PhD
Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology

Boris E. Malyugin, MD, PhD
Joan and Jerome Snyder Chair in Cornea Diseases (pending)
Professor of Ophthalmology

Vivian Qin, MD
Health Sciences Assistant Clinical Professor of Ophthalmology

Daniel Sand, MD

James and Catherine Shuler Endowed Chair in Comprehensive
Ophthalmology

Health Sciences Associate Clinical Professor of Ophthalmology
Chief, Comprehensive Ophthalmology Division

Joel Zylberberg, PhD
Associate Professor of Ophthalmology
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Vision Scientists Receive Major Grant Funding

Advancing knowledge is central to our
mission to protect sight and end blind-
ness. Major research grants play a crit-
ical role in fueling this progress. This
year, investigators from the Jules Stein
Eye Institute and Doheny Eye Institute
secured highly competitive Research
Project Grants (RO1) from the National
Institutes of Health (NIH), the National
Eye Institute (NEI), and other significant
funding sources in support of pioneering
vision research.

We proudly recognize and congratu-
late these distinguished recipients
whose work is shaping the future of
ophthalmology:

Joseph L. Demer, MD, PhD, Arthur L.
Rosenbaum, MD, Chair in Pediatric Oph-
thalmology, received a five-year NEI
RO1 grant of $3,353,271 for his project,
“Biomechanical Analysis in Strabismus
Surgery,” which has been continuously
funded for 38 years.

Yi-Rong Peng, PhD, assistant professor
of ophthalmology and neurobiology,
secured two prestigious research grants
this academic year. The firstis a five-year
NEI RO1 grant of $1,986,646, which will
fund her project to elucidate control of
neuronal position and connection in
the retina.

Dr. Peng also received a one-year com-
petitive seed grant of $80,000 from the
Brain Research Foundation, which will
fund her project to generate compre-
hensive measurements of the membrane
proteins that construct the retinal circuit
and those that change during retinal
degeneration. The total amount of these
two awards is $2,066,646.

Alapakkam P. Sampath, PhD, Grace and
Walter Lantz Endowed Chair in Oph-
thalmology, received a four-year, NIH
RO1 grant of $2,257,565 for his project,
“Physiology of Retinal Degeneration.”

Dr. Sampath also received a four-year,
multi-principal investigator RO1 grant of
$513,136 with Kirill Martemyanov, PhD,
from the Scripps Institute, University of
Florida, to uncover the molecular mech-
anisms allowing photoreceptors to orga-
nize their synaptic contacts with down-
stream retinal neurons. The total amount
of these two awards is $2,770,701.

Yuhua Zhang, PhD, professor of oph-
thalmology, is among a multidisciplinary
group of scientists to receive a $4.7M
annual three-year award from the NIH
Common Fund Venture Program Ocu-
lomics Initiative.

Faculty Honors

Congratulations to Drs. Anne L.
Coleman, Michael S. Ip, SriniVas
R. Sadda, and Alfredo A. Sadun of
UCLA's Department of Ophthalmol-
ogy for being recognized among the
Los Angeles Business Journal’s Top
Doctors of 2025. This honor reflects
their exceptional contributions to
vision science and patient care. Their
dedication advances the field of oph-
thalmology and positively impacts the
Los Angeles community.
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Anthony J. Aldave, MD, Bartly J. Mon-
dino, MD, Endowed Chair in Ophthalmol-
ogy, the principal investigator of a gene
therapy program for congenital heredi-
tary endothelial dystrophy (CHED), was
granted both Orphan Drug Designation
and Rare Pediatric Disease Designation
status by the U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA), firsts for an investigator in
the UCLA Department of Ophthalmology.

Steven A. Barnes, PhD, professor of oph-
thalmology and neurobiology, received a
Glaucoma Research Foundation Shaffer
Research Grant that provides $55,000 in
seed money for collaborative glaucoma
projects that target one or more of the
Foundation’s strategic research goals.

Aya Barzelay Wollman, MD, PhD, as-
sistant professor of ophthalmology, was
awarded a prestigious ARPA-H (Ad-
vanced Research Projects Agency for
Health) grant as the UCLA principal in-
vestigator for Project VISION. Viability,
Imaging, Surgical, Immunomodulation,
Ocular preservation, and Neuroregen-
eration (VISION) Strategies for whole
eye transplant, aims to make whole
eye transplantation a clinical reality and
has the potential to revolutionize vision
restoration.




Joseph Caprioli, MD, David May Il Chair
in Ophthalmology, presented the keynote
lecture, “Evolving Toolkit for a Glaucoma
Surgeon,” at the Curso Inaugural LXVIII
Curso de Formacién y Perfeccionamiento
de Oftalmélogos on May 22, 2025, in
Santiago, Chile.

Dr. Caprioli also gave the Steven Podos
Lecture, “Retinal Ganglion Cell Recov-
ery in Glaucoma,” at the Icahn School
of Medicine at Mount Sinai, on June 5,
2025, in New York.

Anne L. Coleman, MD, PhD, Bradley R.
Straatsma, MD, Endowed Chair in Oph-
thalmology, chair and executive medical
director, Department of Ophthalmology,
director, Jules Stein Eye Institute, and
affiliation chair, Doheny Eye Institute, pre-
sented the Mansour Armaly Lecture “Has
Risk Profiling Improved?” on March 21,
2025, atthe University of lowa Glaucoma
Clinical Conference in lowa City, lowa.

Dr. Coleman also gave the Bascom
Palmer Eye Institute Chair’s Lecture,
“Neovascular Glaucoma,” on April 10,
2025, atthe Bascom Palmer Eye Institute
in Miami, Florida.

Joseph L. Demer, MD, PhD, Arthur L.
Rosenbaum, MD, Chair in Pediatric Oph-
thalmology, was the keynote speaker
during the Brazilian Society of Pediatric
Ophthalmology and Brazilian Strabismus
Center Symposium at the University of
S&ao Paulo, Brazil, December 3—-7, 2024.

Dr. Demer also presented the inaugural
Gary L. Rogers and Don L. Bremer Lec-
tureship in Ophthalmology, “Treating
Strabismus Caused by Pathology of the
Orbital Pulley System,” on April 10, 2025,
at Ohio State University in Columbus,
Ohio.

Deborah A. Ferrington, PhD, The
Stephen J. Ryan—Arnold and Mabel
Beckman Foundation Endowed Pres-
idential Chair, was named Nonprofit
Executive of the Year at the 2025 Los
Angeles Business Journal Nonprofit and
Corporate Citizenship Awards. The honor
celebrates outstanding leadership and
impact in the region.

Dr. Ferrington, chief scientific officer at
Doheny Eye Institute, was also appointed
president of the Research Directors
Council, part of the Association of Uni-
versity Professors of Ophthalmology, for
a one-year term, effective April 2025.

Brian A. Francis, MD, MS, The Rupert and
Gertrude I. Steiger Vision Research Chair,
and John A. Irvine, MD, health sciences
clinical professor, were selected by unan-
imous vote of the DEC-UCLA faculty as
Doheny Eye Center UCLA Co-Medical
Directors, effective January 2, 2025.

Kaustabh Ghosh, PhD, associate profes-
sor of ophthalmology, was appointed as
the holder of the Mary D. Allen Endowed
Chair in Vision Research, previously
held by Deming Sun, MD, now professor
emeritus. Dr. Ghosh is a highly respected
researcher and is the recipient of many
honors and awards, including the com-
petitive Catalyst Award for Innovative
Research Approaches for age-related
macular degeneration from Research to
Prevent Blindness.

Michael James Gilhooley, MB, PhD,
FRCOphth, received the Thomas and
Susan Carlow Young Investigator Award
from the North American Neuro-Ophthal-
mology Society. He was the 2025 recip-
ient of the year for his work, “Features
and surgical management of acquired
esotropia associated with high myopia.”

Michael Kapamajian, MD, was named
chief of ophthalmology at Harbor-UCLA
Medical Center. As chief, Dr. Kapamajian
is responsible for the daily operations
of the eye clinic at Harbor-UCLA, clinic
staffing, staffing in the OR, and all admin-
istrative responsibilities associated with
Harbor-UCLA. In addition, Dr. Kapamajian
works closely with residents during their
rotations at Harbor-UCLA, playing an
integral part in their training.

Colin A. McCannel, MD, was named as
the new chief of the Retina Division of
the Jules Stein Eye Institute. Nationally
recognized for his work, Dr. McCannel
is dedicated to advancing patient care,
fostering collaborative research, and
providing unparalleled retinal education
to fellows and residents.

In addition, Dr. McCannel was appointed
as the Ahmanson Chair in Ophthalmol-
ogy. This administrative chair is for the
Retina Division chief to further research,
education, and clinical care programs.

Kevin M. Miller, MD, Kolokotrones Chair
in Ophthalmology, was chosen as vice
president/president-elect of the Ameri-
can Society of Cataract and Refractive
Surgery for 2025-26.

Bartly J. Mondino, MD, distinguished pro-
fessor of ophthalmology, was awarded
the S. Rodman Irvine Prize at the UCLA
Department of Ophthalmology Annual
Seminar on May 30, 2025. The Irvine
Prize recognizes excellence in a Depart-
ment of Ophthalmology faculty member
whose relationships with patients and
students are exemplary; whose profes-
sional actions illustrate the finest tradi-
tions of the medical profession and the
vision-science community, and whose
teaching demonstrates a dedication
to transmission of knowledge to future
generations.
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Kouros Nouri-Mahdavi, MD, MSc, Kay
K. Pick Endowed Chair in Glaucoma
Research, presented the Kapetansky-
Allergan lecture at the 46th annual meet-
ing of the Midwest Glaucoma Society
on November 9, 2024, in Louisville,
Kentucky.

Pradeep S. Prasad, MD, MBA, health
sciences associate clinical professor of
ophthalmology, was inducted into the
Retina Society on September 14, 2024,
in Lisbon, Portugal.

Peter A. Quiros, MD, health sciences
clinical professor of ophthalmology, was
named assistant division chief of the
Neuro-Ophthalmology Division, effective
July 1,2024.

SriniVas R. Sadda, MD, professor of
ophthalmology, was named A. Ray Irvine,
Jr., MD, Endowed Chair in Clinical Oph-
thalmology, effective August 7, 2024.

Dr. Sadda also delivered the John H.
Dunnington Lecture, “Al'in Clinical Prac-
tice: Opportunities and Challenges,” at
Columbia University on March 6, 2025,
in New York.

Alfredo A. Sadun, MD, PhD, Flora L.
Thornton Endowed Chair in Vision
Research, presented the Daniel M.
Jacobson Memorial Lecture, “From
Castro to Quantum Mechanics: A Tunnel
of Love” on March 19, 2025, at the North
American Neuro-Ophthalmology Society
(NANOS) annual meeting in Salt Lake
City, Utah. The award is given by NANOS
to one person each year for their lifetime
of research.

David Sarraf, MD, health sciences clinical
professor of ophthalmology, presented
the Robert Machemer Lecture “PED
and RPE Tears: How Can We Reduce
Risk?” on March 26, 2025, in Snowmass,
Colorado.
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Dr. Sarraf also delivered the Neil Della
Memorial Lecture “PAMM Detection Can
Prevent Blindness and Death” at the
Australian and New Zealand Society of
Retinal Specialists on June 14, 2025, in
Melbourne, Australia.

And Dr. Sarraf gave the keynote lecture,
“Type 4 MNV: A New Addition to the Clas-
sification of Neovascular AMD” on June
29, 2025, at Maculart in Paris, France.

Gabriel H. Travis, MD, Charles Ken-
neth Feldman Chair in Ophthalmology,
received the Endre A. Balazs Prize on
October 21 at the 2024 Biennial Meet-
ing of the International Society for Eye
Research (ISER) in Buenos Aires, Argen-
tina, and he delivered the plenary lecture,
“Photic mechanisms of visual pigment
regeneration in vertebrates.” The award
recognizes Dr. Travis’ outstanding con-
tributions in the field of experimental
eye research.

Victoria L. Tseng, MD, PhD, Jerome and
Joan Snyder Chair in Ophthalmology,
was appointed to the American Acad-
emy of Ophthalmology (AAQ) Council.
Dr. Tseng will serve as a liaison between
the AAO and the California Academy of
Eye Physicians and Surgeons (CAEPS),
coordinating the implementation of joint
activities and helping to develop council
advisory recommendations in conjunc-
tion with the leaders of CAEPS.

Edmund Tsui, MD, MS, assistant profes-
sor of ophthalmology, was selected for
the American Academy of Ophthalmol-
ogy Leadership Development Program
(LDP) Class of 2026.

The LDP is an extremely competitive pro-
gram providing both orientation and skill
development to future leaders of state,
subspecialty, and specialized interest
societies. Dr. Tsui was nominated by the
Association for Research in Vision and
Ophthalmology.

Federico G. Velez, MD, Leonard Apt
Endowed Chair in Pediatric Ophthal-
mology, was the Pediatric Ophthalmol-
ogy and Strabismus Network (POSN)
Keynote Lecturer in Strabismus at the
POSN meeting in Bengaluru, India, on
September 21, 2024.

Dr. Velez presented the Emilio Campos
Inaugural Lecture on September 28,
2024, during the Italian Association of
Strabismus meeting in Udine, Italy.

Dr. Velez gave the American Association
for Pediatric Ophthalmology and Strabis-
mus (AAPQOS) 10th Kushner Lecture on
Duane syndrome on February 8, 2025
(virtually).

Atthe AAPOS March 5-9, 2025, annual
meeting in Salt Lake City, Utah, Dr. Velez
was a Senior Honor Award recipient.

Dr. Velez was also the recipient of the
Jules Stein Eye Institute’s annual Golden
Eye Award, which is an honor bestowed
on the surgeon by the operating room
staff for being helpful, kind, and patient.

David S. Williams, PhD, Karl Kirchgess-
ner Foundation Chair in Vision Science,
received the Spring 2025 Research to
Prevent Blindness (RPB) International
Collaborators Award in support of his
proposal, “Establishing better models for
studying retinal degeneration and devel-
oping therapies for Usher syndrome type
1B.” Dr. Williams will be working on the
project with collaborators from Germany.

Joel Zylberberg, PhD, associate profes-
sor of ophthalmology, was appointed
as Fellow of Learning in Machines and
Brains at the Canadian Institute for
Advanced Research (CIFAR).




UCLA Department of
Ophthalmology
Annual Seminar

The UCLA Department of Ophthalmol-
ogy held its prestigious clinical and
research seminar May 30, 2025, at the
UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute. The event
was highlighted by the following keynote
lectures:

55th Jules Stein Lecturer

Joan W. Miller, MD

“Developing treatments for age-related
macular degeneration: The road we trav-
elled and the road ahead”

55th Doheny Memorial Lecturer

Jane C. Edmond, MD

“Discs in disguise: Unmasking buried
optic disc drusen from papilledema”

22nd Bradley R. Straatsma Lecturer
M. Roy Wilson, MD, MS

“Rethinking race in biomedical research:
View from the national academies and
personal reflections”

22nd Thomas H. Pettit Lecturer

Reza Dana, MD, MSc, MPH

“New ways of doing old things: Trans-
lational investigations in management
of common corneal and ocular surface
disorders”

The 2025 Excellence in Research
Awards were also presented at the
Seminar. Congratulations to Resident
Angela Chen, MD, Clinical Fellow Blake
Fortes, MD, International Research Fel-
low Alessandro Feo, MD, and Postdoc-
toral Fellow Jungiang Wang, PhD, on
receiving this award for their exceptional
research projects.

Bartly J. Mondino, MD, distinguished
professor of ophthalmology, received
the S. Rodman Irvine Prize, an award rec-
ognizing outstanding achievement by a
faculty memberin the UCLA Department
of Ophthalmology.

L to r: Invited Lecturers Drs. Jane Edmond, M. Roy Wilson,

Joan Miller, and Reza Dana.

L tor: Drs. Anthony Arnold, Gary Holland, and Anne Coleman stand with S. Rodman Irvine Prize recipient Dr. Bartly Mondino and his

daughters, Kara and Kristen.
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Educational Courses

The Aesthetic Eyelid and Facial Rejuve-
nation Course was held at the Jules Stein
Eye Institute July 12-13, 2024. Course
directors were Drs. Daniel B. Rootman
and Jonathan A. Hoenig.

The 2nd UCLA/American Uveitis Society
International Workshop on Objective
Measures of Intraocular Inflammation
for Use in Clinical Trials was held at the
Jules Stein Eye Institute on Septem-
ber 27-28, 2024. The workshop was
co-organized by Drs. Gary N. Holland,
SriniVas R. Sadda, and Edmund Tsui, and
co-sponsored by the American Uveitis
Society.

The 6th annual Doheny-UCLA Interna-
tional Glaucoma Symposium was held
Saturday, September 28, 2025. The
symposium was organized by Drs. Vikas
Chopra and Brian Francis.

The workshop, Embracing and Exploit-
ing Artificial Intelligence for Neurosci-
ence, was held at Stanford University
on October 12-13, 2024. The event
was organized by Dr. Greg D. Field
(Jules Stein Eye Institute) and Dr. E.J.
Chichilnisky (Stanford), and was led by
Allison Duettmann, CEO of the Foresight
Institute.

The annual Cataract Surgery Essentials
Course, in conjunction with Bausch &
Lomb, was held on November 2, 2024,
in Newport Beach, California. It was led
by Course Director Dr. Kevin M. Miller.

Doheny Eye Institute hosted its inaugural
Oculomics Symposium on November
23, 2024. The event was organized by
Dr. Yuhua Zhang.
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The 3rd annual Doheny-UCLA Interna-
tional Retina Symposium was held on
February 1,2025, at Doheny Eye Institute.
Course organizers were Drs. Kirk Hou
and Michael Ip.

Drs. SriniVas Sadda, Anita Agarwal, David
Sarraf, Jacque Duncan (Alexander R.
Irvine Award Lecture), and Mike Jumper
at the combined IntRIS and Pacific Retina
Club meeting.

Attendees of the Alcon Advanced
Cataract Surgery Course gain hands-on
experience under the guidance of expert
faculty.

The 2025 Doheny Distinguished Lecture
Series began on February 7 with a pre-
sentation by Rajendra Apte, MD, PhD, a
former fellow of SriniVas R. Sadda, MD;
continued on March 25 with a presen-
tation by Robert Mullins, MS, PhD; and
concluded on April 25, with a presenta-
tion by Julia Busik, PhD, FARVO.

The International Master’s Symposium
on Thyroid Eye Disease was held at
the UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute on
February 21-22, 2025. It was directed
by Dr. Daniel B. Rootman.

A two-day Ophthalmic Knowledge
Assessment Program (OKAP) Review
Course for residents was held on Feb-
ruary 21-22, 2025, at UCLA’s Jules Stein
Eye Institute and USC. The course was
organized by Drs. Amanda Lu and Mitra
Nejad (UCLA), along with Dr. Annie
Nguyen (USC).

The 15th annual Ryan Initiative for
Macular Research (RIMR) Conference
was held March 26-28, 2025, at the
Beckman Center in Irvine, California. This
year's Gerald Lutty Memorial Lecture was
delivered by Vinit Mahajan, MD, PhD, a
Jules Stein Eye Institute alumnus.

The Alcon Vision Advanced Cataract
Surgery Course was held April 5, 2025,
in Irvine, California. It was led by Course
Director Dr. Kevin M. Miller.

The Jules Stein Eye Institute Distin-
guished Lecture Series hosted two
presentations in May 2025: the first by
Justin Kumar, PhD, hosted by Alapakkam
Sampath, PhD, and the second by
Michael Do, PhD, hosted by Greg Field,
PhD. Dr. Roxana Radu serves as the
faculty organizer and coordinator of
this series.

The MedTech Innovation Seminar:
Advancing Medical Technology was
held at the RPB Auditorium in the Jules
Stein Eye Institute on May 21, 2025.

The International Retinal Imaging Soci-
ety (IntRIS) held a combined meeting
with the Pacific Retina Club June 5-7,
2025, atthe UCLA Meyer & Renee Luskin
Conference Center. Course organizers
were Drs. David Sarraf, Amani Fawzi, J.,
Michael Jumper, H. Richard McDonald,
Phil Rosenfeld, and SriniVas Sadda.



2025 Graduation Award
Ceremony

Residents, fellows, and faculty were hon-
ored for excellence atthe UCLA Depart-
ment of Ophthalmology graduation cere-
mony on June 24,2025, at UCLA's Luskin
Conference Center.

TEACHING AWARDS

Teaching Award
Mark Volpicelli, MD

Fellowship Faculty Teaching Award
Hamid Hosseini, MD

Resident Teaching Award
Angela Chen, MD

Resident Teaching Award
Alan Kong, MD

Fellow Teaching Award
Bryan Zarrin, MD

2025 Graduating Residents

2025 Graduating Clinical and International Fellows

INspiring Excellence

Celebrating Emerging Talent in Vision Science

The 2024 Visiting Medical Student Scholarship in Ophthalmology
was awarded to Chioma Amuzie. Chioma came to UCLA for three
weeks in fall 2024 to complete her rotation in ophthalmology as
part of the Visiting Student Learning Opportunity. During her time at
UCLA, Chioma—a fourth-year medical student at the Miller School
of Medicine at the University of Miami—explored how to best serve
people whose access to ophthalmic services is limited.

The Vision Science Undergraduate 2024 Summer Research
Program hosted four exceptional undergraduate students at Jules
Stein Eye Institute research laboratories. Brianna Burns, a junior
at the University of Alabama, joined Dr. Anthony J. Aldave’s lab-
oratory. Kiara Abhayaratne, a junior at University of California,
Berkeley, elected to conduct investigations in Dr. Greg D. Field’s
laboratory. Dragui Salazar, a junior at the Utah Valley University,
worked with Dr. Sophie Deng’s team, and Baani Sabharwal, a junior
at the University of California, Berkeley, conducted research in Dr.
Roxana Radu’s laboratory. The students’ research was presented
atthe end of the program during the UCLA Sponsored Projects for
Undergraduate Research Showcase.

Dr. Clémence Bonnet Awarded
JAM Fellowship

Clémence Bonnet, MD, PhD,
health sciences assistant clini-
cal professor, was the recipient
of a one-year “JAM” fellowship
from the David Geffen School
of Medicine at UCLA. The JAM
fellowship was developed for
faculty at the assistant professor
level who demonstrate potential
for careers in academic medicine
and health leadership.
The JAM Fellowship provides
comprehensive mentoring training, including extensive
coaching, networking, and mentoring opportunities, with
the goal of advancing the professional development and
retention of faculty in academic medicine. Previous Depart-
ment of Ophthalmology recipients of the JAM fellowship
are Drs. Simon Fung and Edmund Tsui.
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Alumni Shine at APSOPRS
2024

The Jules Stein Eye Institute family
played a major role in the success of the
Asia Pacific Society of Ophthalmic Plastic
and Reconstructive Surgery (APSOPRS)
meeting held November 29-30, 2024,
in Seoul, Korea.

Highlights included Robert Alan
Goldberg, MD, Bert O. Levy Endowed
Chair in Orbital and Ophthalmic Plastic
Surgery, delivering the Keynote Lecture;
fellow alumni Helen Lew, MD ('09), and
Yoon-Duck Kim, MD, PhD ('94), serving
as program chairs and local hosts; and
international fellowship alumni Kam-Lung
“Kelvin” Chong, MD (10), Chee-Chew
Yip, MD ('03), Milind Naik, MD ('07), Alice
Goh, MD (13), Bird Putthirangsiwong,
MD, (19), and Tomoyuki Kashima, MD
(16) presenting papers in the scien-
tific session. Four fellow alumni were
nominated to executive positions of
APSOPRS, including incoming president
Dr. Kelvin Chong.

Dr. Bronwyn Bateman
Receives Gradle Medal

J. Bronwyn Bateman, MD, Department
of Ophthalmology alumna, was honored
with the 2025 Gradle Medal for Good
Teaching from the Executive Commit-
tee of the Pan-American Association of
Ophthalmology (PAAQO). Dr. Bateman was
recognized at the Opening Ceremony
of the PAAO in Bogota, Colombia, on
May 30, 2025.

The Harry S.
Gradle Medal is
one of the highest
awards conferred
by the PAAO and
recognizes excel-
lence in teaching
and education
in the field of
ophthalmology.
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2024 Stein and Doheny Alumni Reception

The UCLA Department of Ophthalmology Association held its annual
Jules Stein Eye Institute and Doheny Eye Institute reception on October
20, 2024, during the American Academy of Ophthalmology meeting in

Chicago, lllinois.

L to R: Kendal Thomas, Dr. Anne
Coleman, and Trashon Fearington

Dr. Anthony Aldave, also known as
DJ AJA

L to R: Caleb Tan, MS4; Michelle Ko, MS4;
Dr. JoAnn Giaconi; and Dr. Michel Sun

L to R: Dr. Bradley Grundlach, PGY3;
Dr. Ken Kitayama, PGY3; Dr. Alan Kong,
PGY3; and Dr. Samuel Cohen, PGY1

L to R: Andrea Lantini, Marissa Goldberg,
and Trashon Fearington

Dr. SriniVas Sadda and
Dr. Michael Kapamajian



Philanthropy




With Deep Appreciation

s we look back on the past year at the Jules Stein Eye Institute, we are deeply

thankful for your partnership. Your support has helped advance eye research,

enhance patient care, train future specialists, and connect with our community.

You have played a vital role in our mission to protect and preserve vision—thank you.

Donations July 1, 2024—-June 30, 2025

Major Gifts $25,000 and Above:

Aliza and Marc Guren

Barbara Mack and Norman Levine
BlueStar

Brian N. Lasky

Bruce Ford and Anne Smith Bundy
Foundation

Constance M. Calogeris
Corie and Michael Koss
Diane Mellen

Dina Goldstein

Estate of Ralph E. Johnson
Fox Family Foundation

Gerald Oppenheimer Family
Foundation

Glenn and Ruthanne Wever

J & P Caballero Trust

John R. Heckenlively, MD

Maralea and Joseph Binz

Memorium for Virginia Fimbres Gomez
Research to Prevent Blindness, Inc.
Sally Mishkind

Schepens Eye Research Institute

The Arthur & Patricia Price Foundation
The Douglas Foundation

The Louis & Harold Price Foundation
The Yardi Foundation

Wendy and Theo Kolokotrones
Wendy Ruby

Wilbur May Foundation
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Individuals Recognized
with a Tribute Gift

IN HONOR OF:

Anne L. Coleman, MD, PhD
Aya Barzelay-Wollman, MD, PhD
Bartly J. Mondino, MD
Bradley R. Straatsma, MD, JD
Cindy Beatty

David Sarraf, MD

Federico G. Velez, MD
Gary N. Holland, MD

Irene E. Jones

Joseph Caprioli, MD
Joseph L. Demer, MD, PhD
Kevin M. Miller, MD

Marissa Hirt

Priscilla Lam

Robert A. Goldberg, MD
Scott M. Whitcup, MD
Sydney Kraft

Tara A. McCannel, MD, PhD
Vikas Chopra, MD

Wendy Shackelly

IN MEMORY OF:

Allan E. Kreiger, MD
George P. Fallon, PhD
Herbert J. Grossman, MD
Irene E. Jones

Jean Stein

Jerrold C. Bocci, MD
Maggi Kelly

Neil Mellen

Ralph J. Shapiro, Esq.
Roger P. Gray and Katherine L. Gray



Jules Stein Eye Institute
Endowed Chairs
Supporting Department of

Ophthalmology Faculty
Receiving an endowed chair is one of
the highest honors a faculty member can
achieve. It reflects UCLA’s deep respect
for their leadership and provides crucial
financial support. These positions help
attract and retain top talent, ensuring the
UCLA Department of Ophthalmology
remains a leader in its field.

Arthur L. Rosenbaum, MD, Chair in
Pediatric Ophthalmology

Established in 2007 by Mr. and

Mrs. Gottlieb as an administrative
chair for the Division of Pediatric
Ophthalmology and Strabismus

in honor of the late Dr. Arthur L.
Rosenbaum. The chair was originally
named the Brindell and Milton Gottlieb
Chair in Pediatric Ophthalmology.

Arthur L. Rosenbaum, MD
2008-June 2010

Joseph L. Demer, MD, PhD
2015—Present

Bartly J. Mondino, MD, Endowed
Chair in Ophthalmology

Established in 2022 as an
administrative chair to support the
position of Vice Chair of Academic
Affairs in the UCLA Department of
Ophthalmology and UCLA Jules Stein
Eye Institute.

Anthony J. Aldave, MD
2023—Present

Bert O. Levy Endowed Chair in Orbital
and Ophthalmic Plastic Surgery

Established in 2019 as a permanent-
appointment chair by Mr. Bert Levy

to support the teaching and research
activities of an outstanding, academic
orbital and ophthalmic plastic surgeon.

Robert Alan Goldberg, MD
2019—Present

Bradley R. Straatsma, MD, Endowed
Chair in Ophthalmology

Established in 1994 to honor founding
director of the Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Bradley R. Straatsma, MD, JD.

Bartly J. Mondino, MD
2000-2022

Anne L. Coleman, MD, PhD
2022—Present

Charles Kenneth Feldman Chair in
Ophthalmology

Established in 1982 by various donors
in memory of Charles Kenneth
Feldman, an entertainment industry
executive.

Robert D. Yee, MD
Professor 1984-1987

Hilel Lewis, MD
Scholar 1989-1993

Gabriel H. Travis, MD
2001-Present

David May Il Chair in Ophthalmology

Established in 1998 as a term-
appointment chair by the family of
Mr. David May Il, a founding member
of the Institute’s Board of Trustees, to
perpetuate, in memoriam, Mr. May’s
association with the Jules Stein Eye
Institute; after an additional pledge
from the Wilbur May Foundation,

it was converted to a permanent-
appointment chair in 2009.

Gary N. Holland, MD
1999-2004

Joseph Caprioli, MD
2004—Present

Dolly Green Chair of Ophthalmology
Established in 1980 by Ms. Dorothy
(Dolly) Green.

Dean Bok, PhD
1984-2013

Dolly Green Chair in Clinical Research

Established in 2021to support an
endowed chair in clinical research.

Dolly Green Chair in Vision Science

Established in 2021to support an
endowed chair in vision science.

Ernest G. Herman Chair in
Ophthalmology

Established in 2008 by Mr. Ernest G.
Herman to support a vision scientist or
a clinician-investigator.

Xian-Jie Yang, PhD
2012-2021

Kouros Nouri-Mahdavi, MD, MSc
2021-2023

Grace and Walter Lantz Endowed
Chair in Ophthalmology
Established in 1991 as a term-
appointment chair by Mr. and Mrs.
Lantz and, with an additional pledge,
it was converted to a permanent-
appointment chair in 2010.

J. Bronwyn Bateman, MD
Grace and Walter Lantz Scholar
1993-1995

Sherwin J. Isenberg, MD

Grace and Walter Lantz Scholar
1993-1995

Professor 1996-2004

Joseph L. Demer, MD, PhD
Professor 2004-2005

Alapakkam P. Sampath, PhD
2021—-Present

Harold and Pauline Price Chair in
Ophthalmology

Established in 2000 by the Louis and
Harold Price Foundation and, with an
additional pledge, it was converted
to a permanent-appointment chair

in 2006.

Michael B. Gorin, MD, PhD
2006—-Present

Hilel Lewis Family Chair in
Ophthalmology

Established at UCLA in 2020 in
collaboration with Dr. Hilel Lewis via
Columbia University to support an
outstanding clinician-investigator

in retina.

Jack H. Skirball Chair in Ocular
Inflammatory Diseases

Initiated in 2008 by The Skirball
Foundation in honor of Mr. Jack H.
Skirball's long-standing friendship
with Dr. Jules Stein and Mr. Lew
Wasserman.

Gary N. Holland, MD
2009—-Present
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Jerome and Joan Snyder Chair in
Ophthalmology

Established in 2008 by Mr. and Mrs.
Snyder to support the activities of a
distinguished faculty member who
directs the ophthalmology residency
program, ensuring that UCLA’s
accredited program continues to
offer rigorous and comprehensive
instruction for individuals of the
highest caliber.

Anthony C. Arnold, MD
2008-2017

Stacy L. Pineles, MD
2017-2023

Victoria L. Tseng, MD, PhD
2023—Present

Joan and Jerome Snyder Chair in
Cornea Diseases

Established in 2013 by Mr. and Mrs.
Snyder to support the activities of a
distinguished faculty member in the
area of corneal diseases and research.

Sophie X. Deng, MD, PhD
2019-2023

Boris Malyugin, MD (pending)
2024 —Present

Joan and Jerome Snyder Chair in
Vision Science

Established in 2018 by Mr. and Mrs.
Snyder, this term chair will support the
teaching and research activities of an
excellent scientist and faculty member
in the Vision-Science Division.

Greg D. Field, PhD
2023—Present

Jules Stein Chair in Ophthalmology

Established in 1982 as a memorial
tribute to Dr. Jules Stein by his
many friends, with the leadership of
Mr. Samuel Goldwyn, Jr.

Wayne L. Hubbell, PhD
1983—Present

18 JULES STEIN EYE INSTITUTE | Philanthropy

Karen and Frank Dabby Endowed
Chair in Ophthalmology

Established in 2007 by Dr. and Mrs.
Dabby as a term chair to support the
activities of a distinguished faculty
member in the area of orbital disease.

Robert Alan Goldberg, MD
2008-2018

Daniel B. Rootman, MD, MS
2019—Present

Karl Kirchgessner Foundation Chair in
Vision Science

Established in 2001 as a term-
appointment chair by a colleague

of Dr. Jules Stein to promote basic-
science research initiatives.

Debora B. Farber, PhD, DPhhc
2001-2018

David S. Williams, PhD
2019—Present

Kay K. Pick Endowed Chair in
Glaucoma Research

Established in 2023 as a permanent-
appointment chair for a faculty
member with an expertise in
glaucoma research.

Kouros Nouri-Mahdavi, MD, MSc
(pending)
2023—Present

Kolokotrones Chair in Ophthalmology

Established in 2004 by Wendy and
Theo Kolokotrones to support the
teaching and research of a cataract
surgeon and scientist.

Kevin M. Miller, MD
2005—Present

Laraine and David Gerber Chair in
Ophthalmology

Established in 1998 as a term-
appointment chair by Mr. and Mrs.
Gerber and, with an additional
pledge, converted to a permanent-
appointment chair in 2009.

Joseph L. Demer, MD, PhD
2000-2004

Sherwin J. Isenberg, MD
2004-2019

Leonard Apt Endowed Chair in
Pediatric Ophthalmology

Established in 2004 by Professor
Emeritus of Ophthalmology and
Founding Director of the Division
of Pediatric Ophthalmology and
Strabismus, Dr. Leonard Apt, with
a gift from the trust of Frederic G.
Rappaport, Dr. Apt's nephew.

Joseph L. Demer, MD, PhD
2005-2015

Federico G. Velez, MD
2021-Present

Mary Oakley Foundation Chair in
Neurodegenerative Diseases

Established in 2013 by The Mary
Oakley Foundation to support
neurodegenerative diseases.

Anthony C. Arnold, MD
2017-Present

Olive Bateman and Anga Lundgren
Endowed Chair

Established in 2020 by faculty alumna
Dr. J. Bronwyn Bateman in the memory
of her mother, Olive Anga Lundgren,
MD, and grandmother, Anga Lundgren.
This administrative chair supports the
Director of Consultations overseeing
inpatient and emergency care.

Laura Bonelli, MD
2022—-Present

Oppenheimer Brothers Chair

Established in 2002 as a term chair
by the Oppenheimer Brothers
Foundation.

Joseph Horwitz, PhD
2003-2017

Suraj P. Bhat, PhD
2019—Present

Rory Smith, MD, Endowed Chair

Established in 2019 by faculty alumna
Dr. J. Bronwyn Bateman in honor of
her late husband, Dr. Roderick “Rory”
Smith, this administrative chair will

be held by the director of the UCLA
J. Bronwyn Bateman Center for
Ocular Genetics.



James and Catherine Shuler
Endowed Chair in
Comprehensive Ophthalmology

Established in 2020 by Dr. and Mrs.
James D. Shuler as an administrative
chair for the Comprehensive
Ophthalmology Division Chief to
further research, education, and
clinical care programs.

Daniel Sand, MD
2024—Present

Smotrich Family Optometric
Clinician-Scientist Chair

Established in 2016 to support an
optometric clinician-scientist at the
UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute and will
fund the appointee’s education and
research programs.

Ava K. Bittner, OD, PhD
2019—Present

The Ahmanson Chair in
Ophthalmology

Established in 2006 by The Ahmanson
Foundation as an administrative chair
for the Retina Division Chief to further
research, education, and clinical care
programs.

Steven D. Schwartz, MD
2007-2024

Colin A. McCannel, MD
2025—Present

The Fran and Ray Stark Foundation
Chair in Ophthalmology

Established in 1992 as a term-
appointment chair by the Fran
and Ray Stark Foundation, and
with an additional commitment, it
was converted to a permanent-
appointment chair in 2009.

Joseph Caprioli, MD
1997-2004

Anne L. Coleman, MD, PhD
2004-2022

The Wasserman Professor of
Ophthalmology

Established in 1977 by Edie and Lew
Wasserman to honor Dr. Jules Stein.

Manfred Spitznas, MD
1979-1981

Bartly J. Mondino, MD
Scholar 1984-1988
Professor 1988-2000

Ben J. Glasgow, MD
2003—Present

Vernon O. Underwood Family
Chair in Ophthalmology
Established in 1995 as a term-
appointment chair by Mrs. Adrienne
Underwood Pingree in memory of
her late husband, Mr. Vernon O.
Underwood.

John R. Heckenlively, MD
1997-2004

Gary N. Holland, MD
2004-2009

Lynn K. Gordon, MD, PhD
2012-2020

Roxana A. Radu, MD
2021-Present

Walton Li Chair in Cornea and Uveitis

Established in 2013 by Walton W. Li,
MD, as an administrative chair for the
Cornea and Uveitis Division to further
research and teaching activities.

Anthony J. Aldave, MD
2014-2023

Sophie X. Deng, MD, PhD
2023—Present

Doheny Eye Institute Endowed
Chairs Supporting Department
of Ophthalmology Faculty

A. Ray Irvine, Jr., MD, Endowed Chair
in Clinical Ophthalmology

John A. Irvine, MD

2014-2024

SriniVas R. Sadda, MD
2024—Present

Flora L. Thornton Endowed Chair in
Vision Research

Alfredo A. Sadun, MD, PhD
2014—Present

Gavin S. Herbert Endowed Chair for
Macular Degeneration

Michael S. Ip, MD
2019—Present

Mary D. Allen Chair in
Vision Research

Deming Sun, MD
2015-2024

Kaustabh Ghosh, PhD
2025—Present

The Charles Stewart Warren and
Hildegard Warren Endowed
Research Chair

Vikas Chopra, MD
2017—-Present

The Rupert and Gertrude |. Steiger
Vision Research Endowed Chair

Brian A. Francis, MD, MS
2015—Present

The Stephen J. Ryan—Arnold
and Mabel Beckman Foundation
Endowed Presidential Chair

SriniVas R. Sadda, MD
2015-2020

Deborah A. Ferrington, PhD
2022—-Present

Jules Stein Eye Institute
Fellowship Funds and
Endowments

Abe Meyer Memorial Fellowship Fund

Established in 1969 by various
donors to support clinical fellows at
the Institute.

Adelaide Stein Miller

Research Fellowship

Established in 1977 by Mr. Charles
Miller as a tribute to his wife, Adelaide
Stein Miller, Dr. Jules Stein’s sister.

Audrey and Jack Skirball Ocular
Inflammatory Disease Fellowship
Established in 2011 by The Skirball
Foundation to support the training
of fellows specializing in ocular
inflammatory disease.

Christian Bardan, MD
2024-2025
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Bert Levy Research Fellowship Fund

Established in 1995 by Mr. Bert
Levy to enhance the educational
opportunities of vision-science
scholars and advance research in
neuro-ophthalmology.

Thanh-Liem Huynh-Tran, MD
2024-2025

Cooperman Fellowship Fund

Established in 1988 by the
Coopermans to support eye research
and education, with emphasis on
clinical ophthalmology.

Marko M. Popovic, MD, MPH
2024-2025

David and Randi Fett Orbital

and Ophthalmic Plastic Surgery
Fellowship

Established in 2013 by Dr. David R.
Fett and Ms. Randi Levine to support
fellows in the Orbital and Ophthalmic
Plastic Surgery Division.

Katherine M. Lucarelli, MD
2024-2025

David May Il Fellowship Fund

Established in 1992 by the family of
Mr. David May Il to support advanced
study and research in ophthalmology
and vision science.

Dr. Jack Rubin Memorial Fellowship

Established in 1987 by the family of
Dr. Jack Rubin to support postdoctoral
fellows.

Cherilyn Palochak, MD
2024-2025

Elsa and Louis Kelton Fellowship

Endowed by the Keltons in 1982
to support postdoctoral research
and training.

Frances Howard Goldwyn Fellowship

Established in 1977 by Mr. Samuel
Goldwyn, Jr., with gifts from

Mrs. Goldwyn’s estate and Dr. and
Mrs. Jules Stein.

Prashant Tailor, MD
2024-2025
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Frederic G. Rappaport Endowed
Fellowship in Retina/Oncology

Established in 2004 by Mrs. Jeanne
A. Rappaport as a memorial to her
son Frederic.

Adrian C. Au, MD, PhD
2024-2025

Jerome Comet Klein, MD,
Fellowship and Lecture Fund

Established in 2007 by the Irving and
Estelle Levy Foundation to provide
fellowship and lecture support in

the areas of orbital and ophthalmic
plastic surgery.

John and Theiline McCone
Fellowship

Established in 1989 by the McCones
to support and enhance education
programs and fellowship training in
macular disease.

Jules Stein Research Fellowship

Established in 1982 by various
donors to honor the memory of
Charles Kenneth Feldman.

Blake H. Fortes, MD
2024-2025

Klara Spinks Fleming Fellowship Fund

Established in 1985 by Klara Spinks
Fleming to support cataract research.

Leonard Apt Endowed Fellowship in
Pediatric Ophthalmology

Established in 2002 by founding chief
of the Pediatric Ophthalmology and
Strabismus Division, Leonard Apt, MD,
to support outstanding clinical fellows
in the field of pediatric ophthalmology
and strabismus.

Leonard Apt, MD, Pediatric
Fellowship Fund

Established in 2015 by the trust of
Leonard Apt, MD, founding chief of
the Pediatric Ophthalmology and
Strabismus Division, to support
pediatric ophthalmology fellowships.

Rosalind W. Alcott Fellowship

Established in 1978 by the Rosalind
W. Alcott Charitable Remainder
Trust for the training of outstanding
postdoctoral fellows.

Sanford and Erna Schulhofer
Fellowship Fund

Established in 1986 by Mr. Sanford
Schulhofer to support postdoctoral
research and training in vision science.

Bryan J. Zarrin, MD
2024-2025

The Harold and Pauline Price
Fellowship

Established in 1987 by the Louis
and Harold Price Foundation to
support research and education in
ophthalmology and vision care.

Alejandro ltzam Marin, MD
2024-2025

Thelma and William Brand
Director’s Fund

Established in 2004 with a trust
from Mr. William F. Brand to benefit
worthy students at the Jules Stein
Eye Institute.

The Mae and Lee Sherman
Fellowship Fund

Established in 1981 by the Sherman
family to support postdoctoral fellows.

Angela J. Oh, MD
2024-2025

Wilbur D. May Fellowship

Established in 2013 by the May family
as a tribute to Mr. Wilbur D. May, the
beloved uncle of Mr. David May II.

Robert C. Gunzenhauser, MD
2024-2025



Endowments for Research,
Education, and Patient Care

Albert Sarnoff Endowed Cataract Fund

Allan E. Kreiger, MD, and Jerome T.
Pearlman, MD, Endowed Lectureship

Amalia Simon Roth and Victor and
Edith Roth Endowment

Anne H. West Estate Fund

Annenberg Foundation—Safety Net
Children’s Program

Annenberg Foundation—Safety Net
Families Program

Annenberg Foundation—Pediatric
Contact Lens Fund

Anthony Eannelli Endowment for
Retina Research

Arna Saphier Macular Degeneration
Fund

Arthur Spitzer Fund

Audrey Hayden-Gradle Trust
Barbara P. Taylor Fund
Bateman Endowment

Bert O. Levy Cornea and Uveitis
Quasi-Endowment Fund

Bradley R. Straatsma Research Fund
Chesley Jack Mills Trust
Daniel B. Whipple Fund

Dr. William F. Stein and
Ester Elizabeth Stein Memorial Fund

Edward and Hannah Carter Fund
Elsie B. Ballantyne Regents Fund

Elsie B. Ballantyne UCLA Foundation
Fund

Emilia B. Gillespie Jules Stein
Eye Institute Fund

Emily G. Plumb Estate and Trust
Endowment for Children with Uveitis
Esther Shandler Research Fund

Gerald Oppenheimer Family
Foundation Center for the Prevention
of Eye Disease Endowment Fund

Harry J. Heitzer Fund

Henry I. Baylis, MD, Endowed Fund in
Orbital and Ophthalmic Plastic Surgery

Herb Ritts, Jr., Memorial Vision Fund
Herman King Research Fund
Hintze Glaucoma Research Fund

J. Richard Armstrong and
Ardis Armstrong Fund

Jerome T. Pearlman, MD, Fund

John and Theiline McCone
Macular Disease Research Fund

Jules Stein Eye Institute
Maintenance Fund

Katherine L. Gardner Research Fund
Kay K. Pick Glaucoma Research Fund

Kreiger Retinal Support of
Medically Underserved Populations

Levin Family Contact Lens
Endowment Fund

Lila Hartman Jules Stein Eye Institute
Fund

Maggi Kelly Vision Fund

Marie and Jerry Hornstein Family
Endowed Macular Degeneration
Research Fund

Michael Huffington Ophthalmology
Scholarship Fund

Nancy Chen Endowed Research Fund

Pat and Joe Yzurdiaga
Endowed Cataract Fund

Patricia and Joseph Yzurdiaga
Endowed Vision Science
Research Fund

Patricia Pearl Morrison Research Fund

Paul J. Vicari Endowed Cataract
Research Fund

Raymond and Ruth Stotter
Vision Science Research Fund

Richard B. Shapiro Vision Fund
Sara Kolb Memorial Fund

Stella F. Joseph Fund

The Card Family Research Fund

The Karl Kirchgessner Foundation
Ophthalmology Endowment Fund

The Leonard Apt, MD, Pediatric
EyeSTAR Residency Training Fund

The Leonard Apt, MD, Pediatric
Ophthalmology Fund

The Skirball Foundation Fund
UCLA Center for Eye Epidemiology
Uncle Claude Fund

Virginia Burns Oppenheimer
Endowment Fund

William, Richard, and Roger Meyer
Fund

Philanthropy | JULES STEIN EYE INSTITUTE 21



22 JULES STEIN EYE INSTITUTE | Philanthropy



Eye Health Programs




Patient Care Services

Committed to advancing eye health, UCLA Department of Ophthalmology board-
certified faculty provide services ranging from routine eye examinations to complex
sight-saving procedures.

Designated as a tertiary referral center, doctors and hospitals throughout the
United States, as well as Mexico, direct patients with the most challenging ophthal-
mic issues to the UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute.

The Jules Stein Eye Institute and its affiliation partner, Doheny Eye Institute, are
ranked among the top in the nation for ophthalmology. Patients and referring physi-
cians alike trust UCLA Department of Ophthalmology faculty to provide the highest
level of care across every subspecialty. Premier services are available atthe UCLA
Jules Stein Eye Institute vision-science campus in Westwood, as well as at the Stein
Eye Centerlocations in Calabasas and Santa Monica and Doheny Eye Center UCLA
locations in Arcadia, Orange County, and Pasadena.

Olive View-UCLA Medical Center
SYLMAR

Veterans Affairs
Healthcare System
CALABASAS
UCLA STEIN EYE INSTITUTE |§ DOHENY EYE INSTITUTE
WESTWOOD PASADENA Doheny Eye Center UCLA
ARCADIA

e
— /o\)“'(’(

LOS ANGELES

P
L,

SEPULVEDA Doheny Eye Center UCLA

PASADENA

VENTURA COUNTY
& — e

L

Veterans Affairs
Healthcare System
WEST LOS ANGELES

Stein Eye Center
SANTA MONICA

LOS ANGELES COUNTY

Harbor-UCLA Medical Center
TORRANCE
[

J
7
|
/

i Doheny Eye Center UCLA
ORANGE COUNTY

www.uclahealth.org/eye/
our-locations.
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UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute

The UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute
vision-science campus in Westwood
is home to clinics and laboratories, as
well as the UCLA Stein Eye Surgery
Center, which has set new standards
in surgical excellence.

Direct consultation and treatment,
including emerging therapies, is avail-
able through the Ophthalmology
Faculty Consultation Service. Fac-
ulty members have extensive and ad-
vanced training in ophthalmic subspe-
cialties and are a valuable resource for
referring physicians and patients with
complex eye problems. In addition,
wide-ranging and subspecialty eye
care in all medical and surgical areas of
ophthalmology is offered through the
Comprehensive Ophthalmology Divi-
sion, which is staffed by UCLA Depart-
ment of Ophthalmology faculty, mem-
bers of the UCLA Medical Group, and
subspecialty ophthalmology fellows.

The UCLA Stein Eye Surgery Cen-
ter, housed in the award-winning Edie &
Lew Wasserman Building, is equipped
with advanced tools for precision sur-
gery and sets the standard for excel-
lence in patient care and medical
progress. Ophthalmic surgery of every
kind—from cataract extraction and laser
vision-correction surgeries to removal
of ocular tumors—is performed. Faculty
members and skilled medical special-
ists, including subspecialty fellows,
medical residents, anesthesiologists,
nurses, and technicians, ensure that
each patient receives the highest qual-
ity preoperative, intraoperative, and
postoperative care possible.

The Ophthalmology Inpatient Con-
sultation Service, operating 24 hours a
day through the Ronald Reagan UCLA
Medical Center and UCLA Medical
Center Santa Monica, provides oph-
thalmic consultation and treatment to
pediatric and adult patients who are
admitted to the medical centers for
inpatient care. The consultation team
consists of physician-residents at the
UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute, with
subspecialty coverage provided by
UCLA Department of Ophthalmology
faculty. The Director of the Service is
Laura Bonelli, MD, Olive Bateman and
Anga Lundgren Endowed Chair.


https://www.uclahealth.org/eye/our-locations
https://www.uclahealth.org/eye/our-locations

100 Stein Plaza, UCLA

Los Angeles, CA 90095

Referral Service: (310) 825-5000
Emergency Service: (310) 825-3090
After-Hours Emergency Service:
(310) 825-21M

UCLA Stein Eye Center
Locations in Calabasas and
Santa Monica

The Stein Eye Center—Calabasas and
Stein Eye Center—Santa Monica provide
excellence in clinical care combined
with neighborhood convenience. At
each location, UCLA Department of
Ophthalmology faculty provide sub-
specialty care, surgical services, and
diagnostic testing.

Stein Eye Center—Calabasas

The Stein Eye Center—Calabasas pro-
vides patients in the San Fernando
Valley and nearby communities with
subspecialty care, including cataract
and LASIK surgery, diabetic retinop-
athy, glaucoma, macular degenera-
tion, and functional and cosmetic ocu-
loplastics. Visual field testing, corneal
mapping (corneal topography), intra-
ocular lens measurement, fluorescein
angiography, spectral domain optical
coherence tomography, and additional
diagnostic retinal imaging techniques
are available.

The Stein Eye Center—Calabasas
has free on-site parking and is located
in the UCLA Health Building imme-
diately adjacent to the 101 Freeway,
between the Las Virgenes Road and
Lost Hills Road exits.

26585 W. Agoura Rd., Suite 270
Calabasas, CA 91302
(818) 431-4414

Stein Eye Center—Santa Monica

The Stein Eye Center—Santa Monica
offers the comprehensive and subspe-
cialty eye care of the UCLA Jules Stein
Eye Institute in Westwood at an easily
accessible Westside locale. UCLA fac-
ulty provide evaluation and treatment
for a range of subspecialties, includ-
ing eyelid and other oculoplastic sur-
gery, pediatric eye care, and neuro-
ophthalmology. A wide range of ocular
assessmentis available, including visual
field testing, corneal mapping (corneal
topography), intraocular lens measure-
ment, fluorescein angiography, spectral
domain optical coherence tomography,
and other diagnostic retinal imaging
techniques.

In addition to on-site parking, the
Stein Eye Center—Santa Monica has an
in-house optical shop with a compre-
hensive selection of eyeglasses and
contact lenses.

1807 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 203
Santa Monica, CA 90403
(310) 829-0160

Doheny Eye Centers UCLA

The Doheny Eye Centers UCLA support
neighborhoods northeast of down-
town Los Angeles and south to Orange
County. UCLA Department of Ophthal-
mology faculty provide the finest clin-
ical care, surgical services, diagnostic
testing, and treatment available.

Doheny Eye Center UCLA-Arcadia

The Doheny Eye Center UCLA—Arcadia
expands the Department’s reach by
caring for patients in the San Gabriel
Valley. The renovated office includes
12 exam rooms, dedicated diagnos-
tic equipment, and attractive patient
areas. The Center provides compre-
hensive ophthalmology, and a broad
range of subspecialty services, includ-
ing complex cataracts and secondary
intraocular lenses, cornea and external
diseases, glaucoma, neuro-ophthalmic
disorders, pediatric eye disease, as well
as vitreoretinal diseases and disorders.
Situated just south of the 210 free-
way and north of the 10 freeway, the
Doheny Eye Center—Arcadia is easily
accessible from the two freeways and
provides free, on-site parking.

622 W. Duarte Rd., Suite 101
Arcadia, CA 91007
(626) 254-9010

Doheny Eye Center UCLA-
Orange County

The Doheny Eye Center UCLA-Orange
County broadens the scope of the
UCLA Department of Ophthalmology
south to Orange County. The Center is
located in the Orange Coast Memorial
Medical Center, and it offers compre-
hensive ophthalmology and extensive
subspecialty services, including com-
plex cataracts and secondary intraoc-
ular lenses, cornea and external dis-
eases, glaucoma, neuro-ophthalmic
disorders, pediatric eye disease, as well
as vitreoretinal diseases and disorders.

Centrally located and accessible to
all of Orange County, the Doheny Eye
Center UCLA—-Orange County includes
12 exam rooms and dedicated diagnos-
tic equipment.

Orange Coast Memorial
Medical Center

18111 Brookhurst St., Suite 6400
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
(714) 963-1444
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UCLA Department of Ophthalmology
Summary of Patient Care Statistics

2023-24 2024-25
FACULTY CONSULTATION SERVICE
Patient visits 178,782 196,666
INPATIENT CONSULTATION SERVICE
Patient evaluations 1,432 920
CLINICAL LABORATORIES
Procedures 118,565 130,961
SURGERY SERVICES
Number of procedures 26,849 26,982
(includes lasers)
Intravitreal Injections 16,837 19,378
UCLA MOBILE EYE CLINIC
Number of patients 5,716 5,745
Ocular abnormalities 15% 18%
Number of trips 366 372
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Doheny Eye Center
UCLA-Pasadena

The Doheny Eye Center UCLA-
Pasadena is the primary hub of the
Doheny Eye Centers UCLA. Appointed
with state-of-the-art equipment and
imaging systems, the clinic occu-
pies nearly 17,000 square feet on the
Doheny Eye Institute campus and is
home to UCLA Department of Oph-
thalmology faculty physicians and
staff members who serve patients in
Pasadena and the greater communities.

Offering the highest quality vision
care, the clinic’s services include detec-
tion, diagnosis, and treatment of all
ocular diseases. The three suites offer
world-class ophthalmology and spe-
cialty eye care, with one suite focusing
on cornea, glaucoma, neuro-ophthal-
mology, and retina treatment, another
suite specializing on ocular plastics, cat-
aract, and refractive care, and the third
suite dedicated to pediatric patients.

The clinic includes 36 exam rooms
and animaging center housing 20 diag-
nostic and imaging devices, as well as
private spaces for patient-doctor con-
sultations, members of the support
team, and administrative offices.

The space also supports aca-
demic medicine activities, including
teaching rounds and clinical research.
Additionally, having the clinic on the
Doheny campus brings both clinicians
and researchers together under the
same roof, facilitating interactions that
encourage collaborative research and
medicine.

Doheny Eye Institute

150 N. Orange Grove Blvd.
Suites 1200, 1300, and 1400
Pasadena, CA 91103

(626) 817-4747



UCLA Department of Ophthalmology
Affiliated Teaching Hospitals and Affiliated Partners

Affiliated Teaching Hospitals

Taught by world-class faculty and
experts in their field, residents in the
UCLA Department of Ophthalmol-
ogy gain hands-on clinical and sur-
gical experience caring for patients
in UCLA-affiliated teaching hospitals.
Together with attending physicians,
UCLA residents provide vital eye care
services to large and diverse patient
populations.

Harbor-UCLA Medical Center
1000 W. Carson St.

Torrance, CA 90502

Chief: Michael Kapamajian, MD

Olive View-UCLA Medical Center
14445 Olive View Dr.

Sylmar, CA 91342

Chief: Jay Sridhar, MD

Veterans Affairs Greater

Los Angeles Healthcare System
Sepulveda

16111 Plummer St.

Sepulveda, CA 91343

Chief: JoAnn Giaconi, MD

Veterans Affairs Greater

Los Angeles Healthcare System
West Los Angeles

11301 Wilshire Blvd.

Los Angeles, CA 90073

Chief: JoAnn Giaconi, MD

Affiliated Partners

The UCLA Department of Ophthalmol-
ogy has established formal partner-
ships that advance patient care, the
education of ophthalmologists, and
research discovery.

Doheny Eye Institute

Doheny Eye Institute began its his-
toric affiliation with the UCLA Depart-
ment of Ophthalmology in 2014. With
that action, UCLA became the only
university with two eye institutes: the
UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute and
Doheny Eye Institute. Doheny Eye Insti-
tute, a top-ranked nonprofit organiza-
tion, opened its 115,895-square-foot
headquarters in Pasadena in 2022.
The vision-science campus enhances
Doheny’s capabilities for fundamental
discoveries that fuel ideas for clinical
trials, new treatments, and cures. Its
laboratories are equipped to accelerate
research and discovery in key areas,
including artificial intelligence, regener-
ative medicine, gene-based therapies,
and imaging diagnostics. Educational
programs housed in a state-of-the-art
conference center enable remote col-
laborations to meet current demands
and evolving opportunities to advance
vision research and teaching.

Doheny Eye Institute
150 N. Orange Grove Blvd.
Pasadena, CA 91103

Doheny Eye Institute’s
headquarters in Pasadena



Centers and Laboratories

Research and Treatment
Centers

The Research and Treatment Centers
provide subspecialty care from faculty
physicians who are actively involved in
related research, enabling emerging
and experimental treatment options to
be developed for a gamut of eye dis-
orders. In addition to comprehensive
treatment, the centers provide both
patients and physicians with expert
diagnostic and consultation services
for diseases that are difficult to iden-
tify and treat. Ophthalmology faculty
work closely with other specialists, both
within the UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute
and in other UCLA clinical departments,
to create a multidisciplinary team cus-
tomized for each patient’s unique medi-
cal needs.

> Aesthetic Center

> Center for Community Outreach
and Policy

= UCLA Center for Eye
Epidemiology

= UCLA Mobile Eye Clinic

>  Center to Prevent Childhood
Blindness

> Center for Regenerative Medicine
in Ophthalmology

»  Clinical Research Center
»  Contact Lens Center

»  Diabetic Eye Disease and
Retinal Vascular Center

» Eye Trauma and Emergency
Center

»  Gerald Oppenheimer Family
Foundation Center for the
Prevention of Eye Disease

»  Glaucoma Center for Excellence
in Care and Research

» Macular Disease Center

v

Ocular Inflammatory Disease
Center

Ophthalmic Oncology Center
Optic Neuropathy Center
Orbital Disease Center

UCLA Laser Refractive Center
Vision Genetics Center

Vision Proteomics Center

vV Vv Vv VvVvyYyYyyy

Vision Rehabilitation Center

Diagnostic Services

Ophthalmology diagnostic services
provide testing that offers precise mea-
surements, photographs, and quantita-
tive studies of the eye and the visual
system. Diagnostic testing increases
the accuracy of diagnosis and further
augments the effectiveness of disease
management. Our diagnostic services
are available to eye care physicians in
the community.

> Anterior Segment Diagnostic
Laboratory

Corneal Diagnostics
Glaucoma Imaging Laboratory
Medical Photography/Ultrasound

vVvyVYvyysy

Ocular Motility Clinical and
Basic Science Laboratory

v

Visual Field Laboratory

> Visual Physiology
Diagnostic Laboratory

Research Laboratories

The Jules Stein Eye Institute has spe-
cially equipped laboratories to support
vision-science investigations. Labora-
tory-based research, also referred to
as basic vision-science research, forms
the foundation for the clinical research,
education, and patient care that are
the visible hallmarks of the Jules Stein
Eye Institute. Organized around the
interests of the research faculty, these
distinct laboratories offer unique oppor-
tunities for students, physicians, and
fellows to become involved in nation-
ally and internationally renowned sci-
entific study.

»  Computational Visual
Neuroscience Laboratory

Dr. Joel Zylberberg

»  Corneal Biology Laboratory
Dr. Sophie Deng

» Corneal Genetics Laboratory
Dr. Anthony Aldave

»  Developmental Neurobiology
Laboratory
Dr. Xian-Jie Yang

» Glaucoma Imaging and
Artificial Intelligence Laboratory

Dr. Kouros Nouri-Mahdavi
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Molecular Biology of Retinal
Ganglion Cells Laboratory

Dr. Natik Piri

Molecular Mechanisms of
Tear Film Formation Laboratory

Dr. Ben Glasgow

Ocular Motility Laboratory
Dr. Joseph Demer

Ocular Neurobiology and
Genomics Laboratory

Dr. Michael Gorin

Ophthalmic Biophysical Chemistry
Laboratory

Dr. Wayne Hubbell

Photoreceptor Biochemistry
Laboratory

Dr. Gabriel Travis

Receptor Signaling and Chemical
Targeting Laboratory

Dr. Hui Sun

Retinal Biochemistry and Clinical
Disease Modeling Laboratory

Dr. Roxana Radu

Retinal Cell Biology Laboratory
Dr. David Williams

Retinal Circuits and Visual
Processing Laboratory

Dr. Greg Field

Retinal Function and Dysfunction
Laboratory

Dr. Yi-Rong Peng

Retinal Neurophysiology
Laboratory

Dr. Alapakkam Sampath

Retinal Pathophysiology
Laboratory

Dr. Nicholas Brecha

Therapeutic Development in
Ophthalmology Laboratory

Dr. Jie Zheng

Vision Molecular Biology
Laboratory

Dr. Suraj Bhat

www.uclahealth.org/eye/
research-laboratories.



https://www.uclahealth.org/eye/research-laboratories
https://www.uclahealth.org/eye/research-laboratories

Training Programs

The UCLA Department of Ophthalmol-
ogy provides comprehensive training
in ophthalmology and vision science to
medical students and residents, as well
asto clinical and research fellows. Train-
ing programs encompass the gamut of
ophthalmic and vision-science educa-
tion, incorporating a full range of sub-
jectsinthe study of the eye. Residents
and clinical fellows serve a large patient
population with diverse vision problems
that offer innumerable training oppor-
tunities. In addition, a wide range of
research laboratories ensures a broad
choice of vision-science projects for
all trainees. Predoctoral and postdoc-
toral research fellows benefit from the
wealth of new and unfolding research
generated by UCLA Department of
Ophthalmology vision scientists.

Medical Students

The UCLA Department of Ophthal-
mology extends instruction to UCLA
medical students in their second, third,
and fourth years of instruction through
the UCLA Medical Student Program.
With lectures, small group discussions,
and clinical experience, all students
have numerous training sessions from
which to gain knowledge about the eye
and eye diseases, and they are taught
eye examination skills that should be
known by all physicians, regardless
of their specialties. Students who are
interested in ophthalmology as a career
have additional learning opportunities
in elective courses.

Medical Student Research Program
in Ophthalmology

The UCLA Medical Student Research
Program provides select medical stu-
dents with a year-long opportunity
to participate in laboratory or clinical
research in the field of ophthalmology.
The goal of the program is to encour-
age medical students to pursue careers
in academic ophthalmology.

Residents

The UCLA Department of Ophthalmol-
ogy Residency Program is ranked one
ofthe top in the country and covers the
full breadth of ophthalmology training
from general ophthalmology to oph-
thalmic subspecialties. The accredited
three-year residency program trains
24 residents with eight new residents
beginning the program each July.

Training incorporates the resources
of the UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, Olive
View-UCLA Medical Center, and the
Veterans Affairs Greater Los Angeles
Healthcare System at West Los Angeles
and Sepulveda. Through their clinical
rotations, every resident has exposure
to each medical center and gains clin-
ical experience with a broad range of
ophthalmic problems and patient pop-
ulations. Certification by the American
Board of Ophthalmology is a natural
objective of the program.

In addition to their clinical rotations, a
night float system was implemented for
ophthalmology residents at the Ronald
Reagan UCLA Medical Center starting
in July 2022. In this system, a PGY2
resident spends a six-week rotation
working night shifts in the emergency
department and inpatient floors seeing
ophthalmology consults from 5 pmto 8
am during the work week. This provides
the opportunity to free other PGY2
residents from night call to improve
resident education and wellness. The
system has been favorably received
by multiple classes of ophthalmology
residents at UCLA.

PGY2-PGY4 residents also have
access to an Area of Focus curriculum
that provides two dedicated weeks
per academic year to undertake schol-
arly pursuits. Under the mentorship
of a UCLA faculty member, residents
have the option to pursue initiatives in
research, education, quality improve-
ment, or advocacy and community out-
reach. Residents who choose to par-
ticipate in the curriculum present their
scholarly work at the annual resident
retreat. Examples of initiatives that have

been pursued include research stud-
ies leading to manuscript publication,
development of specialized order sets
for the electronic medical record sys-
tem at UCLA, and investigation of tele-
medicine strategies in ophthalmology.

The Department of Ophthalmology
Residency Directoris Victoria L. Tseng,
MD, PhD.

EyeSTAR: Combining Basic Science
Research with Clinical Practice

For physicians interested in academic
careers and professional leadership
as clinician-scientists, the UCLA Jules
Stein Eye Institute offers the Oph-
thalmology Specialty Training and
Advanced Research Program, referred
to as EyeSTAR, which offers vision-
science training combined with an
ophthalmology residency. Appoin-
tees complete a residency program
leading to certification in ophthalmol-
ogy, as well as laboratory research
experience leading to a doctorate,
or postdoctoral training in the event
that the trainee already has a doctor-
ate. EyeSTAR trainees work under the
guidance of a faculty advisory panel
representing the clinical and research
interests of each trainee.

In 2021, the UCLA Department
of Ophthalmology introduced a new
EyeSTAR track combining ophthalmol-
ogy residency training with medical
genetics certification. This opportu-
nity provides ophthalmology residency
training in tandem with training by the
UCLA Intercampus Medical Genetics
Training Program and leads to Clinical
Genetics and Genomics Certification by
the American Board of Medical Genet-
ics and Genomics.

EyeSTAR is recognized by the Na-
tional Eye Institute and the Association
of University Professors of Ophthalmol-
ogy as a model training program for
clinician-scientists in ophthalmology.
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Fellows

The UCLA Department of Ophthalmol-
ogy offers well-qualified persons the
opportunity to receive fellowship train-
ing in vision-science research or spe-
cific areas of clinical ophthalmology.

Vision Science Fellowship Training

Vision science fellowship training is
laboratory based and offers both pre-
doctoral and postdoctoral opportu-
nities to trainees in specific areas of
vision science that encompass a wide
range of topics. Trainees work under
the supervision of UCLA Department
of Ophthalmology faculty members
who are engaged in basic-science
research and have active laborato-
ries. The predoctoral or postdoctoral
trainee and his/her faculty mentor
develop the scope and nature of the
training program.

Anintegrated program s also offered
under the auspices of a National Eye
Institute Vision Science Training Grant
for predoctoral and postdoctoral fel-
lows. The grant provides trainees with
coordinated and organized exposure
to a wide range of techniques, giv-
ing each fellow the broadest possible
background in ophthalmology and the
basic sciences.

Clinical Fellowship Training

Following successful completion of the
residency program, clinical fellowship
training combines outpatient, inpatient,
and surgical experience in an ophthal-
mic subspecialty. The fellow assumes
increasing responsibility for patient
care under the supervision of faculty
members responsible for the program.
In addition to receiving training from
faculty, the fellow instructs medical
students and residents. Researchis an
important aspect of specialty training
and a major prerequisite for assimilating
future developments in ophthalmology.
Fellows are expected to undertake
independent investigation or to partic-
ipate in ongoing research projectsin a
field related to their specialty.

The UCLA Department of Ophthal-
mology offers clinical fellowships in the
following subspecialty areas:

» Cornea and External Ocular
Diseases and Refractive Surgery

» Cornea and External Ocular
Diseases

Glaucoma
Medical Retina

Ophthalmic Pathology

Orbital and Ophthalmic
Plastic Surgery

>
>
»  Neuro-Ophthalmology
>
>

»  Pediatric Ophthalmology and
Strabismus

> Uveitis and Inflammatory
Eye Disease

>  Vitreoretinal Diseases and Surgery

International Fellowship Training

To promote and encourage research
and education interaction with oph-
thalmology institutions throughout the
world, the Jules Stein Eye Institute
offers an International Ophthalmology
Fellowship and Exchange Program con-
sisting of one-year to two-year fellow-
ships under the supervision of specific
Institute faculty. Candidates for these
fellowships are nominated by presti-
gious institutions outside the United
States and often hold academic posi-
tions within their own countries. Fellows
participate in the clinical and research
activities of ophthalmic subspecialties
according to their training needs.

https://www.uclahealth.org/
eye/training-programs.
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Organized Research Unit

The Jules Stein Eye Institute excels
as an Organized Research Unit (ORU).
ORUs are entities established by the
University of California Regents that are
interdisciplinary in scope and advance
the University’s research, teaching, and
public service missions.

As a UCLA Organized Research
Unit, the Jules Stein Eye Institute under-
goes a formal review every five years
to evaluate its research, education, and
community engagement programs.
The Institute has been commended
for its successful recruitment of fac-
ulty in emerging and innovative fields,
with recognition that these strategic
appointments have strengthened its
capacity to integrate basic science
discoveries with clinical application.

The Institute’s renovated facilities
and advanced core resources have
been acknowledged as key assets for
promoting collaboration across the
UCLA research community. In addition,
the Jules Stein Eye Institute’s Clinical
Research Center is cited as an import-
ant platform for National Institutes of
Health and industry-sponsored clinical
trials, and the UCLA Mobile Eye Clinic
is recognized for its continued role in
expanding the Institute’s community
impact throughout Los Angeles.

Importantly, the ORU provides
essential funding that supports all of
the Jules Stein Eye Institute’s educa-
tion, research, and community outreach
activities—ensuring the Institute’s con-
tinued growth and impact.


https://www.uclahealth.org/eye/training-programs
https://www.uclahealth.org/eye/training-programs
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UCLA Department of Ophthalmology

Academic Divisions at UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute (JSEI) and
Doheny Eye Centers UCLA (DEC)

CATARACT AND REFRACTIVE SURGERY
John D. Bartlett, MD

Shawn Lin, MD

Kenneth L. Lu, MD

Kevin M. Miller, MD, Chief JSEI
Mitra Nejad, MD
Optometrists

Tony Chan, OD

Lorraine Cheng, OD

Carolyn Duong, OD

Amanda Havens, OD

Linda Hwang, OD

Roxana Khorrami, OD

Melody Kordnaij, OD

Mark Landig, OD

COMPREHENSIVE OPHTHALMOLOGY
Gavin G. Bahadur, MD

Rachel Feit-Leichman, MD

Amanda Lu, MD

Tania Onclinx, MD

Vivian Qin, MD

Susan S. Ransome, MD

Daniel Sand, MD, Chief JSEI

Meryl L. Shapiro-Tuchin, MD

Ronald J. Smith, MD

CORNEA AND UVEITIS

Anthony J. Aldave, MD, Co-Chief JSEI
Saba Al-Hashimi, MD

Benjamin B. Bert, MD

Clémence Bonnet, MD, PhD

Sophie X. Deng, MD, PhD, Co-Chief JSEI
Gary N. Holland, MD

Hugo VY. Hsu, MD, Chief DEC

John A Irvine, MD

Batool Jafri, MD

Boris E. Malyugin, MD, PhD

Bartly J. Mondino, MD

Edmund Tsui, MD, MS

Victoria H. Yom, MD

Optometrist

Vivian Shibayama, OD

www.uclahealth.org/eye/
academic-divisions.

GLAUCOMA

Reza Alizadeh, MD

Joseph Caprioli, MD

Vikas Chopra, MD

Anne L. Coleman, MD, PhD,
Department Chair

Brian A. Francis, MD, Chief DEC
JoAnn A. Giaconi, MD

Simon K. Law, MD, PharmD
Kouros Nouri-Mahdavi, MD, Chief JSEI
Victoria L. Tseng, MD, PhD
Optometrist

Saluemeh Abadi, OD

NEURO-OPHTHALMOLOGY
Anthony C. Arnold, MD, Chief JSEI
Laura Bonelli, MD

Jane W. Chan, MD

Alexander Fein, MD

Michael J. Gilhooley, MD, PhD
Lynn K. Gordon, MD, PhD

Stacy L. Pineles, MD

Peter A. Quiros, MD, Chief DEC
Alfredo A. Sadun, MD, PhD

OPHTHALMIC ONCOLOGY
Tara A. McCannel, MD, PhD

OPHTHALMIC PATHOLOGY
Ben J. Glasgow, MD, Chief JSEI

ORBITAL AND OPHTHALMIC
PLASTIC SURGERY

Cynthia A. Boxrud, MD

Robert Alan Goldberg, MD, Chief JSEI
Justin Karlin, MD, MS

Daniel B. Rootman, MD, MS

PEDIATRIC OPHTHALMOLOGY
AND STRABISMUS

Joseph L. Demer, MD, PhD, Chief JSEI
Mona Fayad, MD

Monica R. Khitri, MD

Stacy L. Pineles, MD

Soh Youn Suh, MD

Laura Syniuta, MD

Federico G. Velez, MD
Optometrist

Laura Robbins, OD
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RETINA

Aya Barzelay-Wollman, MD, PhD
Michael B. Gorin, MD, PhD

Gad Heilweil, MD

Hamid Hosseini, MD

Michael S. Ip, MD, Chief DEC
Phillip Le, MD, PhD

David Lozano Giral, MD

Colin A. McCannel, MD, Chief JSEI
Tara A. McCannel, MD, PhD
Steven Nusinowitz, PhD

Moritz Pettenkofer, MD
Pradeep S. Prasad, MD, MBA
SriniVas R. Sadda, MD

David Sarraf, MD

Irena Tsui, MD

Optometrists

Ava K. Bittner, OD, PhD,

Chief Optometric Services
Jennie Kageyama, OD

VISION SCIENCE
Steven A. Barnes, PhD
Suraj P. Bhat, PhD
Nicholas C. Brecha, PhD
Gordon L. Fain, PhD

Deborah Ferrington, PhD,
Chief Scientific Officer, DEI

Greg D. Field, PhD,
Assistant Director, JSEI
Kaustabh Ghosh, PhD
Ben J. Glasgow, MD
Wayne L. Hubbell, PhD
Alexander Huk, PhD
Emma M. Lessieur, MD, PhD
Steven Nusinowitz, PhD
Yi-Rong Peng, PhD
Natik Piri, PhD

Roxana A. Radu, MD

Alapakkam P. Sampath, PhD,
Associate Director, JSEI

Deming Sun, MD

Hui Sun, PhD

Gabriel H. Travis, MD
David S. Williams, PhD
Xian-Jie Yang, PhD
Yuhua Zhang, PhD
Jie Zheng, PhD

Joel Zylberberg, PhD



Anne L. Coleman, MD, PhD

Bradley R. Straatsma, MD, Endowed Chair in Ophthalmology

Chair and Executive Medical Director, UCLA Department of Ophthalmology
Director, Jules Stein Eye Institute
Affiliation Chair, Doheny Eye Institute

Professor of Epidemiology, UCLA Jonathan and Karin Fielding School of
Public Health

Dr. Coleman was appointed director of the Jules Stein Eye Institute, chair of the UCLA Department of
Ophthalmology, and affiliation chair of the Doheny Eye Institute in 2022, having served as a national
leader in ophthalmology, including as president of the American Academy of Ophthalmology (AAQ), chair
of the National Eye Institute’s National Eye Health Educational Program, president of Women in Ophthal-
mology, president of the Council for the American Ophthalmological Society, and as associate editor of
the American Journal of Ophthalmology. In recognition of her contributions to the field, Dr. Coleman has
received numerous honors, including the AAO Life Achievement Award and Secretariat Award and being
elected to the National Academy of Medicine.

Dr. Coleman has a passion for patient care, particularly for those traditionally underserved by main-
stream medical systems. As director of the Jules Stein Eye Institute Center for Community Outreach and
Policy and the UCLA Mobile Eye Clinic, Dr. Coleman has overseen outreach efforts to screen and treat
over 180,000 medically underserved children and adults of Southern California.

An accomplished researcher, Dr. Coleman focuses on the diagnosis, treatment, risk factors, gene-
environment interactions, and the societal impact of glaucoma, cataracts, myopia, and age-related macular
degeneration. In the surgical arena, Dr. Coleman pioneered the use of the Ahmed glaucoma valve—the
world’s leading glaucoma drainage device—and published the first peer-reviewed article describing its
safety and efficacy. She has more than 282 peer-reviewed publications and has currently received over
20 million dollars in federal/private funding.

LOCATION:
UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute, Westwood
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Anthony J. Aldave, MD

Bartly J. Mondino, MD, Endowed Chair in
Ophthalmology

Professor of Ophthalmology

Vice Chair of Academics

Co-Chief of the Cornea and Uveitis
Division

Director of the Corneal Genetics
Laboratory

Discovering the Genetic Basis
of the Corneal Dystrophies

Dr. Aldave’s clinical specialties are cor-
nea and external disease. His laboratory
research focuses on the molecular genet-
ics of the corneal dystrophies, a group
of inherited disorders that affect corneal
clarity and constitute one of the primary
indications for corneal transplantation.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Saba Al-Hashimi, MD

Health Sciences Associate Clinical
Professor of Ophthalmology

Cornea, External Disease, and
Refractive Surgery Specialist

Dr. Al-Hashimi is a clinician with a re-
search interest in keratoconus and cor-
neal crosslinking. His research focus
involves halting the progression of cor-
neal disease by using light and chemi-
cals to strengthen the cornea. He also
participates in training fellows and resi-
dents at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center.

LOCATIONS:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood
Stein Eye Center—Calabasas

Reza Alizadeh, MD

Health Sciences Assistant Clinical
Professor of Ophthalmology

Glaucoma and Refractive
Cataract Surgery

Dr. Alizadeh specializes in the medical
and surgical treatment of glaucoma and
refractive cataract surgery.

Dr. Alizadeh was a board-certified
ophthalmologist in his home country of
Iran before completing a two-year glau-
coma research fellowship at the UCLA
Jules Stein Eye institute. He then com-
pleted his ophthalmology residency
at the University of Arizona, where he
served as chief resident and went on
medical missions to rural Mexico. He
completed his fellowship atthe Havener
Eye Institute at Ohio State University,
receiving advanced training in glaucoma
surgery, including laser and minimally
invasive glaucoma surgery.

Dr. Alizadeh is an avid supporter of
scientific advancements in improving
outcomes, and he is excited to share
his expertise with his patients. He has
authored dozens of peer-reviewed arti-
cles and has presented his work at sci-
entific meetings. He is an active member
ofthe American Academy of Ophthalmol-
ogy and the American Glaucoma Society.

LOCATIONS:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Stein Eye Center—Calabasas
Stein Eye Center—Santa Monica
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Anthony C. Arnold, MD

Mary Oakley Foundation Chair in
Neurodegenerative Diseases

Professor of Clinical Ophthalmology
Vice Chair of Education

Chief of the Neuro-Ophthalmology
Division, UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute
Director of the UCLA Optic Neuropathy
Center

Ischemic and Inflammatory Diseases
of the Optic Nerve

Dr. Arnold’s clinical expertise is in neuro-
ophthalmology, with a special emphasis
onischemic and inflammatory optic neu-
ropathies and manifestations of tumors,
stroke, and inflammation of the cen-
tral nervous system. His research has
focused on advanced imaging tech-
niques to identify optic nerve circulatory
diseases and to investigate their causes.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Gavin G. Bahadur, MD

Health Sciences Assistant Clinical
Professor of Ophthalmology
Associate Medical Director,

Stein Eye Center—Santa Monica

Cataract Surgery Outcomes and
Glaucoma Detection

Dr. Bahadur’s clinical specialties are
comprehensive ophthalmology includ-
ing cataract, pterygium, and glaucoma.
His research activities include machine-
learning algorithms for cataract surgery
outcomes and glaucoma detection. He
also performs manual small incision cat-
aract surgery (MSICS) with Surgical Eye
Expeditions International.

LOCATION:
Stein Eye Center—Santa Monica



Steven A. Barnes, PhD

Professor of Ophthalmology
and Neurobiology

lon Channel Function in
Retinal Neurons

Dr. Barnes’ research is focused on the
biophysical impact of healthy and bio-
energetically stressed conditions on the
cellularion channels that mediate signal-
ing within and between retinal neurons.
The activity of ion channel proteins in
retinal neurons governs how the retinal
network processes and optimizes image
processing, as well as transmitting these
signals to the brain. Dr. Barnes seeks to
define ion channel targets that could aid
interventions via early detection and slow
or prevent vision loss in diseases such
as glaucoma and macular degeneration.
Investigations concern the limits that the
bioenergetic environment imposes on
photoreceptor and ganglion cell sensi-
tivity and signaling, as well as how early
stages of bioenergetic dysfunction are
manifested and, in some cases mitigated,
by self-regulated ion channel modulation.

LOCATION:
Doheny Eye Institute, Pasadena

John D. Bartlett, MD

Health Sciences Associate Clinical
Professor of Ophthalmology

Chief of the Comprehensive
Ophthalmology Division

Cataract and Refractive Surgery,
Clinical Informatics

Dr. Bartlett’s clinical interest is cataract
and refractive cataract surgery, with the
goal to improve the focus of the eyes,
reduce dependence on glasses, and
restore vision potential. He teaches Jules
Stein Eye Institute residents, training the
next generation of eye surgeons to deal
with challenging cases.

Dr. Bartlettis a UCLA physician infor-
maticist and is involved in the implemen-
tation and optimization of electronic
health records (EHRs) to promote effec-
tive organization, analysis, management,
and use of clinical information. He is inter-
ested in using EHRs to enhance patient
care, improve population health, and
decrease health care costs.

LOCATION:
UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Aya Barzelay-Wollman, MD, PhD

Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology

Retinal and Vitreoretinal Diseases
and Surgery

Dr. Barzelay-Wollman specializes in the
treatment of retinal and vitreoretinal dis-
eases. Her research focuses on develop-
ing stem cell-based therapies for retinal
degeneration and blindness, as well as
advanced robotic-assisted retinal sur-
gery. She is a key investigator in multiple
funded projects from the California Insti-
tute for Regenerative Medicine, National
Institutes of Health, and the National
Eye Institute.

She completed her internship at Tel
Aviv Sourasky Medical Center, followed
by her residency in the Institute’s Depart-
ment of Ophthalmology. She specialized
in surgical retina during her fellowship
at Sheba Medical Center in Israel and
completed an international fellowship
in the Retina Division at the UCLA Jules
Stein Eye Institute.

Dr. Barzelay has received numerous
awards, including the Eli and Edythe
Broad Center of Regenerative Medicine
and Stem Cell Research Scholarship and
the Elrov Scholarship for Excellent Phy-
sicians. She serves on PhD committees,
is a review editor for prominent journals,
and is a member of professional ophthal-
mologic societies.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Benjamin B. Bert, MD

Health Sciences Associate Clinical
Professor of Ophthalmology

Medical Director, Doheny Eye Center
UCLA-Orange County

Cornea-External Ocular Disease and
Refractive Surgery

Dr. Bert provides comprehensive oph-
thalmic care and is a subspecialist in
cornea/external disease. His areas of
expertise include: dry eye/blepharitis,
conjunctivitis, uveitis, acute corneal
injury, and genetic corneal disorders, as
well as cataract surgery with advanced
intraocular lenses and refractive surgery.

LOCATIONS:
Doheny Eye Center UCLA offices in
Orange County and Pasadena

Suraj P. Bhat, PhD

Oppenheimer Brothers Chair
Professor of Ophthalmology

Director of the Vision Molecular Biology
Laboratory

Member of the Molecular Biology Institute

Molecular Biology of Vision

Dr. Suraj Bhat’s research impacts two
important areas of vision: the ocular
lens in the anterior eye and the retinal
pigment epithelium (RPE) in the posterior
eye. His laboratory, the Vision Molecular
Biology Laboratory (VMBL), investigates
gene activity that generates transpar-
ency within the ocular lens and gene
activity that maintains the physiological
health of the RPE, which in turn sustains
the neural activity in the retina that makes
vision possible. VMBL is investigating
single cells in an effort to delineate very
early events (at the genetic and molecu-
lar level) that culminate in cataractogen-
esis in the ocular lens and age-related
macular degeneration in the RPE.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Ava K. Bittner, OD, PhD

Smotrich Family Optometric
Clinician-Scientist Chair

Director of the Vision Rehabilitation Center
Chief of Optometric Services
Professor of Ophthalmology

Low Vision Rehabilitation

Dr. Bittner’s specialty is low vision reha-
bilitation. Her research activities include
clinical trials to assess the use of novel
approaches and technologies to improve
access to low-vision rehabilitation care
and reading ability with visual assistive
aids. Specifically, she is evaluating tele-
rehabilitation, Bluetooth low energy bea-
con sensors, socially assistive robots,
and visual assistive mobile apps for
low vision.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood
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Laura Bonelli, MD

Olive Bateman and Anga Lundgren
Endowed Chair

Health Sciences Assistant Clinical
Professor of Ophthalmology

Neuro-Ophthalmology

Dr. Bonelli completed her residency in
ophthalmology, as well as fellowships in
neuro-ophthalmology and oculoplastics,
atthe Hospital de Clinicas, University of
Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Joining the UCLA Department of Oph-
thalmology in 2008, Dr. Bonelli special-
izes in comprehensive ophthalmology
and neuro-ophthalmology.

A committed educator, Dr. Bonelli
teaches medical student courses at the
David Geffen School of Medicine, reg-
ularly lectures at educational confer-
ences, and instructs residents and neuro-
ophthalmology fellows in the Depart-
ment. She is the director of inpatient
consultation services for the Ronald
Reagan UCLA Medical Centerand UCLA
Medical Center, Santa Monica, where
she oversaw a broad reorganization to
improve services and to provide more
efficient patient care. In recognition of
her work with ophthalmology residents
on the consultation services, Dr. Bonelli
received the Jules Stein Eye Institute
Faculty Teaching Award in 2014.

LOCATIONS:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Stein Eye Center—Santa Monica

Clémence Bonnet, MD, PhD

Health Sciences Assistant Clinical
Professor of Ophthalmology

Cornea, External Disease, and
Refractive Surgery

Dr. Bonnetjoins the faculty of the Cornea
Division as assistant clinical professor
where she specializes in the clinical and
surgical treatment of corneal diseases
and conducts research on limbal stem
cell deficiency, ocular surface diseases,
and corneal imaging.

Dr. Bonnet obtained her MD at Paris
Descartes University in 2015. She ob-
tained her master’s degree in surgical
sciences from Université Paris Creteil
in 2018. She graduated with a research
international fellowship degree in cor-
nea diseases and surgery at the UCLA
Jules Stein Eye Institute in 2019. She
obtained her PhD in cell biology from
Paris Cité Université and UCLA in 2022
summa cum laude, publishing several
papers advancing the understanding of
limbal stem cell biology in major peer-
reviewed journals.

LOCATIONS:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood
UCLA Santa Monica Medical Center
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Nicholas C. Brecha, PhD

Distinguished Professor of Neurobiology,
Ophthalmology, and Medicine

Director of the Retinal Pathophysiology
Laboratory

Member of the Brain Research Institute

Member of CURE: Center for

Digestive Diseases

Member of the California NanoSystems
Institute

Functional and Structural
Organization of the Mammalian Retina

Dr. Brecha is a visual system neurosci-
entist whose expertise includes retinal
neurochemistry, transmitters, synaptic
and cellular structure, and neuronal cir-
cuitry regulating visual function.

His current research studies are fur-
thering the understanding of 1) funda-
mental synaptic inhibitory processes
mediating early vision in the outer retina
and 2) neuronal cell structure and func-
tion mediating visual processing in the
inner retina.

His studies are a prerequisite for
understanding normal retinal function,
and the impact on the development of
therapeutic approaches and diagnostic
tools essential for the treatment, preven-
tion, and restoration of vision loss due to
retinal injury and disease.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood



Judy L. Chen, MD

Health Sciences Assistant Clinical
Professor of Ophthalmology

Uveitis and Glaucoma

Dr. Chen specializes in the evaluation
and treatment of uveitis and glaucoma.
She received her MD from UCLA and
completed her ophthalmology residency
at the lllinois Eye and Ear Infirmary in
Chicago. She pursued clinical fellowships
in uveitis and inflammatory eye diseases
at UCLA and a glaucoma fellowship at
UC Davis. Dr. Chen is developing clinical
and research programs focused on glau-
coma as a complication of uveitis, with
an emphasis on long-term outcomes of
uveitic glaucoma among children with
chronic anterior uveitis related to juve-
nile idiopathic arthritis.

LOCATIONS:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Doheny Eye Center UCLA offices in
Arcadia and Pasadena

Vikas Chopra, MD

The Charles Stewart Warren and
Hildegard Warren
Endowed Research Chair

Health Sciences Clinical Professor

of Ophthalmology

Medical Director,

Doheny Eye Center UCLA—-Pasadena

Glaucoma

Dr. Chopra has more than 20 years of
expertise in glaucoma clinical care, oph-
thalmic research, and medical education.
He delivers evidence-based care uti-
lizing the latest technologies including
SLT, LPI, trabeculectomy, aqueous tube
shunts, and the newest minimally inva-
sive glaucoma surgeries (MIGS).

Dr. Chopra’s research activities in-
clude advanced optic nerve and retinal
nerve fiber layer imaging for early glau-
coma detection, as well as development
and validation of novel parameters for
use in anterior segment optical coher-
ence tomography devices as princi-
pal investigator at the Doheny Image
Reading Center. To date, Dr. Chopra has
authored more than 90 peer-reviewed
publications in leading journals.

Dr. Chopra holds leadership positions
atthe American Board of Ophthalmology,
American Glaucoma Society, and the
American Academy of Ophthalmology.
Furthermore, Dr. Chopra teaches surgi-
cal courses at the American Academy
of Ophthalmology for residents, fellows,
and practicing physicians, as well as at
the annual Harvard Surgical Course for
ophthalmology residents.

LOCATIONS:

Doheny Eye Center UCLA offices in
Arcadia and Pasadena

Joseph L. Demer, MD, PhD

Arthur L. Rosenbaum, MD, Chair in
Pediatric Ophthalmology

Distinguished Professor of Ophthalmology
and Neurology

Chief of the Pediatric Ophthalmology and
Strabismus Division

Director, Fellowship in Pediatric
Ophthalmology and Strabismus

Director of the Ocular Motility Laboratory

Chair, EyeSTAR Residency PhD/
PostDoc Program in Ophthalmology and
Visual Science

Motility and Vision

Dr. Demer’s clinical specialties include
pediatric ophthalmology, adult strabis-
mus, and other ocular motility disor-
ders. He is a biomedical engineer whose
research includes anatomy and imaging
of the eye muscles, and the biomechan-
ics of eye movements and optic nerve
disorders. Dr. Demer employs modern
scientific and engineering techniques to
understand the basis and consequences
of disorders of ocular motility in order to
save ocular function and promote normal
binocular vision. He has developed basic
science and clinical imaging methods
that have clarified fundamental mecha-
nisms of eye movements and their clinical
implications for diagnosis and surgery.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood
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Sophie X. Deng, MD, PhD

Walton Li Chair in Cornea and Uveitis
Co-Chief of the Cornea and Uveitis
Division

Professor of Ophthalmology

Vice Chair of Inspiring Physician
Excellence

Director of the Corneal Biology Laboratory

Member of the UCLA Jonsson
Comprehensive Cancer Center

Member of the UCLA Broad Stem Cell
Research Center

Co-Director of Center of Regenerative
Medicine in Ophthalmology

Stem Cell-Based Therapies for
Corneal Diseases

Dr. Deng specializes in corneal and exter-
nal ocular diseases, and cataracts. Her
surgical areas include endothelial kera-
toplasty (DSEK and DMEK), deep anterior
lamellar keratoplasty (DALK), penetrating
keratoplasty, limbal stem cell transplanta-
tion, artificial cornea, and cataract.

Dr. Dengis the director of the Cornea
Biology Laboratory at the Jules Stein
Eye Institute. Her research focuses on
corneal epithelial stem cell regulation,
deficiency, and regeneration. She aims
to improve the current treatment for
patients with limbal stem cell deficiency
and corneal scars by using stem cell-
based therapy to restore vision. Dr. Deng
also conducts clinical studies to develop
new diagnostic tests using live imaging
techniques.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Mona Fayad, MD

Health Sciences Assistant Clinical
Professor of Ophthalmology

Pediatric Ophthalmology
and Strabismus

Dr. Mona Fayad is a pediatric ophthal-
mologist and strabismus specialist. She
completed her medical residency at New
York Eye and Ear Infirmary of Mount Sinai
followed by a pediatric ophthalmology
and adult strabismus fellowship at the
UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute.

She specializes in the evaluation and
management of strabismus and ocular
muscle disorders, amblyopia (“lazy eye”),
pediatric cataracts, pediatric glaucoma,
lacrimal disorders, and more. Dr. Fayad
is also the chief of the Pediatric Ophthal-
mology Service at Harbor-UCLA Medi-
cal Center, where she teaches medical
students, ophthalmology residents, and
fellows. Her academic interests include
surgical outcomes in strabismus surgery
and disparities in access to pediatric
eye care.

LOCATIONS:

Doheny Eye Center UCLA—
Orange County

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Harbor-UCLA Medical Center,
Torrance
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Alexander S. Fein, MD

Health Sciences Assistant Clinical
Professor of Ophthalmology

Neuro-Ophthalmology

Dr. Fein is a neurology-trained neuro-
ophthalmologist who sees patients with
a breadth of neuro-ophthalmic disor-
ders. Dr. Fein has a particular interest
in optic neuritis, idiopathic intracranial
hypertension, neuro-inflammatory con-
ditions, autoimmune and paraneoplastic
disorders. He is a member of the North
American Neuro-Ophthalmology Society
and serves on multiple professional com-
mittees. With a background as a science
educator and with a passion for medi-
cal education, Dr. Fein enjoys teaching
medical students, residents, and fellows.

Dr. Fein earned his MD from SUNY
Upstate Medical University. He com-
pleted his residency and fellowship train-
ing at New York University.

LOCATIONS:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Doheny Eye Center UCLA—Pasadena



Deborah A. Ferrington, PhD

The Stephen J. Ryan-Arnold and
Mabel Beckman Foundation Endowed
Presidential Chair

Professor of Ophthalmology

Chief Scientific Officer,

Doheny Eye Institute

Examining a “Personalized Medicine”
Approach for Treating AMD

Dr. Ferrington’s research is focused on
investigating the molecular changes that
occur with age-related macular degener-
ation (AMD), the leading cause of blind-
ness among the elderly in the developed
world. Using human donor tissue graded
for the presence and severity of AMD,
Dr. Ferrington’s laboratory discovered
that AMD has a negative impact on the
energy-producing mitochondria in the
retinal pigment epithelium (RPE). Notably,
damaged mitochondria are presentatan
early stage of AMD, which provides an
opportunity for early intervention. Her
work is now focused on identifying and
testing drugs that promote mitochon-
drial function using cultured primary
human RPE cells and RPE differenti-
ated from induced pluripotent stem cells
(iPSC) obtained from AMD patients. The
goalis to use patient-specific iPSC-RPE
to develop a “personalized medicine”
approach for treating AMD.

LOCATION:
Doheny Eye Institute, Pasadena

Greg D. Field, PhD

Joan and Jerome Snyder Chair in
Vision Science

Associate Professor of Ophthalmology

Assistant Director of Research,
Jules Stein Eye Institute

Director of the Retinal Circuits and
Visual Processing Laboratory

Investigating the Retina

Dr. Field’s laboratory is developing new
technologies for understanding how the
retina works, and how diseases of the
retina can be treated and prevented.
His laboratory research uncovers how
the retina transforms light into electrical
signals that are sent to the rest of the
brain, and how the retina works both in
healthy states and with diseases such
as glaucoma and retinitis pigmentosa.
Dr. Field majored in physics at the
University of Puget Sound in Tacoma,
Washington, before receiving his PhD
in physiology and biophysics from the
University of Washington. He conducted
his postdoctoral research at the Salk
Institute for Biological Studies in La Jolla,
California. He started his first laboratory
at the University of Southern California
in 2012, before moving to Duke Univer-
sity in Durham, North Carolina, in 2015.

LOCATION:
UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Brian A. Francis, MD, MS

The Rupert and Gertrude I. Steiger
Vision Research Endowed Chair

Health Sciences Clinical Professor
of Ophthalmology

Co-Medical Director,

Doheny Eye Centers UCLA
Chief of Service, Glaucoma,
Doheny Eye Centers UCLA

Glaucoma

Dr. Francis’ clinical specialties are glau-
coma and complex cataract. His research
activities include innovative glaucoma
surgeries, minimally invasive glaucoma
surgery, novel visual field techniques,
glaucoma diagnostic and functional
imaging, anterior segmentimaging (ultra-
sound biomicroscopy and Fourier do-
main optical coherence tomography),
and glaucoma laser surgery.

LOCATIONS:

Doheny Eye Center UCLA offices
in Arcadia, Orange County,

and Pasadena

Kaustabh Ghosh, PhD

Mary D. Allen Endowed Chair in
Vision Research

Associate Professor of Ophthalmology
Vascular Inflammation,
Mechanobiology, Bioengineering,

and Nanomedicine

Dr. Ghosh is an interdisciplinary re-
searcher with expertise in vascular in-
flammation, mechanobiology, bioengi-
neering, and nanomedicine.

He obtained his undergraduate
degree in chemical engineering from
the National Institute of Technology,
India; his PhD in biomedical engineering
from Stony Brook University, New York;
and conducted his postdoctoral fellow-
ship in the Vascular Biology Program at
Boston Children’s Hospital and Harvard
Medical School.

Dr. Ghosh was associate professor
of bioengineering at the University of
California, Riverside (UCR), and partici-
pating faculty in the UCR Division of Bio-
medical Sciences, Stem Cell Center, and
the Programin Cell, Molecular and Devel-
opmental Biology. The Ghosh Research
Group at UCR focused on leveraging the
principles of mechanobiology to examine
and treat inflammation-mediated vascular
degeneration associated with diabetic
retinopathy and age-related macular
degeneration.

Dr. Ghosh has active RO1 grants
from the National Eye Institute and was
recently honored as Featured Scientist
by the BrightFocus Foundation.

LOCATION:
Doheny Eye Institute, Pasadena
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JoAnn A. Giaconi, MD

Professor of Clinical Ophthalmology
Vice Chair of Affiliated Hospitals

Chief of the Ophthalmology Section
at the Greater Los Angeles
VA Healthcare System

Co-Director of Medical Student Education
at the David Geffen School of Medicine,
UCLA

Adult and Pediatric Glaucoma

Dr. Giaconi’s areas of clinical specialty
are adult and pediatric glaucoma and
cataract surgery. Her research interests
are inthe outcomes of glaucoma surgery.
She also has a strong interest in medi-
cal education.

LOCATIONS:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Veterans Administration Eye Clinic,
West Los Angeles campus

Michael J. Gilhooley, MD, PhD

Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology
Strabismus and Neuro-Ophthalmology

Dr. Gilhooley is a surgeon-scientist with
clinical expertise in adult strabismus
and neuro-ophthalmology. His research
focuses on genetics with a particular
interest in inherited optic neuropathies.

Originally from Scotland, Dr. Gilhooley
completed his medical degree at the
University of Cambridge and earned a
PhD from the University of Oxford. He
completed his ophthalmology residency
and a fellowship in adult strabismus
at Moorfields Eye Hospital in London,
United Kingdom. He later undertook
further subspecialty training in neuro-
ophthalmology, with a fellowship at the
University of Colorado.

Dr. Gilhooley’s research has been
published in leading peer-reviewed jour-
nals. He is a recipient of the NANOS
Carlow Young Investigator Award and
actively contributes to the field through
roles on several professional committees
and journal editorial boards.

In clinical practice, Dr. Gilhooley
focuses on the evaluation and man-
agement of the full spectrum of neuro-
ophthalmic disorders, as well as com-
plex strabismus and other oculomotor
disturbances.

LOCATIONS:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Doheny Eye Center UCLA—Pasadena
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Ben J. Glasgow, MD

The Wasserman Professor
of Ophthalmology

Professor of Pathology and

Laboratory Medicine

Chief of the Ophthalmic Pathology Division
Director of the Molecular Mechanisms of
Tear Film Formation Laboratory

Ophthalmic Pathology

Dr. Glasgow specializes in ophthalmic
pathology, and his research focus is the
role of human lacrimal gland proteins
in the protection and maintenance of
the eye. His laboratory is investigating
the structure-function relationship of
tear lipocalin. By studying the molecular
mechanisms of tear proteins, Dr. Glasgow
is seeking to learn the normal functions
of tear lipocalin and its role in maintain-
ing the health of the ocular surface and
in the prevention of dry eye diseases.
Ideally this research will lead to new
treatments for dry eye and have broad
application to numerous other members
of this protein family that transport small,
insoluble molecules through the body.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood



Robert Alan Goldberg, MD

Bert O. Levy Endowed Chair in
Orbital and Ophthalmic Plastic Surgery

Professor of Ophthalmology

Chief of the Orbital and Ophthalmic
Plastic Surgery Division

Director of the UCLA Orbital Disease
Center

Co-Director of the UCLA Aesthetic Center

Diseases and Therapy of the
Eyelid and Orbit

Dr. Goldberg is an internationally recog-
nized surgeon, researcher, and teacher.
He has developed surgical procedures
that are now globally taught and prac-
ticed, including less invasive treatments
for eye and orbit cancers, new surgeries
for thyroid eye disease, and innovative
surgical techniques for tearing problems.
His research into orbital and eyelid anat-
omy is resulting in improved techniques
and approaches to deep orbital disease.
He has had leadership and executive
positions in the American Society of
Ophthalmic Plastic and Reconstructive
Surgery, the American Academy of Cos-
metic Surgery, and the American College
of Surgeons.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Michael B. Gorin, MD, PhD

Harold and Pauline Price Chair
in Ophthalmology

Professor of Ophthalmology

Professor of Human Genetics

Director of the Ocular Neurobiology and
Genomics Laboratory

Hereditable Eye Disorders and
Molecular Genetics of
Age-Related Maculopathy

Dr. Gorin’s clinical expertise is in med-
ical retina and ophthalmic genetic dis-
orders. He has both a basic and trans-
lation research program that address
the genetics of inherited retinal dystro-
phies and age-related macular degen-
eration, the biological basis of pain
caused by light exposure, the study of
von Hippel Lindau disease, etiology of
central serous chorioretinopathy, drug
and autoimmune-related retinopathies,
genetics-based therapies for disease,
and late-life morbidities associated with
retinopathy of prematurity.

Dr. Gorin was among the first UCLA
physicians to be boarded in Clinical
Informatics, and he is exploring the
use and analysis of clinical datasets to
better understand disease and clini-
cal outcomes.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Gad Heilweil, MD

Health Sciences Associate Clinical
Professor of Ophthalmology

Degenerative Retinal Disease

Dr. Heilweil’s research activities include
stem-cell therapy for degenerative ret-
inal disease; retinal and uveal drug tox-
icity; and pharmacokinetics of intravit-
real drugs.

LOCATIONS:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Stein Eye Center—Calabasas
Doheny Eye Center UCLA offices
in Arcadia, Orange County,

and Pasadena

Gary N. Holland, MD

Jack H. Skirball Chair in
Ocular Inflammatory Diseases

Distinguished Professor of Ophthalmology
Vice Chair of Patient-Based Research

Director of the Ocular Inflammatory
Disease Center, UCLA Jules Stein

Eye Institute

Director of the UCLA Department of
Ophthalmology Clinical Research Center

Uveitis and Cornea-External
Ocular Diseases

Dr. Holland specializes in uveitis and
other inflammatory diseases of the eye.
His research activities focus on the eval-
uation and management of infectious
and inflammatory diseases, including
ocular toxoplasmosis, cytomegalovirus
retinitis and other HIV-related eye disor-
ders, and various non-infectious forms of
uveitis, such as chronic anterior uveitis
in children and the autoimmune disease
birdshot chorioretinitis. Among current
studies are those investigating risk fac-
tors, disease mechanisms, and response
to treatment. Many of these studies are
conducted in multicenter clinical trials.
In addition to his clinical and research
work, Dr. Holland is associate editor of
the American Journal of Ophthalmology.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood
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Kirk Hou, MD, PhD

Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology
Vitreoretinal Diseases

Dr. Hou specializes in the evaluation
and treatment of vitreoretinal diseases,
including diabetic retinopathy, macu-
lar degeneration, and complex retinal
detachment. He obtained his medical
degree from Washington University
School of Medicine in St. Louis, Missouri,
during which time he also completed
a PhD in computational and molecular
biophysics. He conducted both his oph-
thalmology residency and fellowship in
vitreoretinal surgery at the UCLA Jules
Stein Eye Institute. He is an interdis-
ciplinary researcher with expertise in
nanomedicine and drug delivery. He
holds patents for his work developing
nanoparticles for the delivery of thera-
peutic nucleic acids. Dr. Hou also teaches
residents at Olive View-UCLA Medi-
cal Center.

LOCATIONS:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Doheny Eye Center UCLA—Pasadena

Hugo Y. Hsu, MD

Health Sciences Clinical Professor
of Ophthalmology

Chief of Service, Cornea,

Doheny Eye Centers UCLA

Cornea and External Diseases

Dr. Hsu specializes in corneal infection
and inflammation, corneal transplanta-
tion, anterior segment reconstruction,
and cataract surgery. His research inter-
ests include corneal and ocular infections
and ophthalmic antibiotics.

LOCATIONS:

Doheny Eye Center UCLA offices
in Arcadia, Orange County,

and Pasadena

Alexander Huk, PhD

Professor of Ophthalmology
Professor, Department of Psychiatry and
Biobehavioral Science

Vision and Visually Guided Cognition

Dr. Huk focuses on studying vision and
visually guided cognition in increas-
ingly naturalistic conditions. He was the
Raymond Dickson Centennial Professor
and director of the Center for Perceptual
Systems at the University of Texas at
Austin before coming to UCLA in 2022.
He received his PhD from Stanford Uni-
versity and conducted behavioral and
cortical studies of the human visual sys-
tem there with Drs. David J. Heeger
and Brian A. Wandell. His postdoc-
toral research was at the University of
Washington in Seattle. Dr. Huk received
the Young Investigator Award from the
Vision Sciences Society in 2011, and he
is a permanent member of a National Eye
Institute focused study section.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood
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Michael S. Ip, MD

Gavin S. Herbert Endowed Chair for
Macular Degeneration

Professor of Ophthalmology

Chief of Service, Retina,
Doheny Eye Centers UCLA
Medical Director,

Doheny Image Reading Center

Vitreoretinal Disease

Dr.Ipisthe chief of the Vitreoretinal Sur-
gery Service atthe Doheny Eye Centers
UCLA. His practice concentrates on the
surgical management of complex retinal
detachment, complications of diabetic
retinopathy, macular holes, epiretinal
membranes, and other vitreoretinal dis-
eases amenable to surgical intervention.

Dr. Ip’s research focuses on the de-
sign and conduct of clinical trials inves-
tigating treatments for diabetic retinop-
athy, age-related macular degeneration,
and retinal venous occlusive disease. As
medical director for the Doheny Image
Reading Center, endpoint analysis for
clinical trials is an additional area of
research focus. In addition, Dr. Ip has
served as the national director for numer-
ous NIH-funded ophthalmic clinical trials.

LOCATIONS:
Doheny Eye Institute, Pasadena
Doheny Eye Center UCLA—-Arcadia



Monica R. Khitri, MD

Health Sciences Assistant Clinical
Professor of Ophthalmology

Pediatric Ophthalmic Diseases
and Strabismus

Dr. Khitri specializes in the evaluation
and treatment of pediatric ophthalmic
diseases, including pediatric cataracts,
nasolacrimal duct obstructions, amblyo-
pia, and retinopathy of prematurity. She
also treats and operates on strabismus
in both children and adults.

She received her medical degree
from the David Geffen School of Med-
icine at UCLA and completed her res-
idency in ophthalmology at the Jules
Stein Eye Institute, followed by a fel-
lowship in pediatric ophthalmology and
strabismus at the Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia.

Dr. Khitri is also a medical educator,
researcher, and winner of over two dozen
academic and professional awards,
including the 2018 Faculty Teaching
Award for the Jules Stein Eye Institute
ophthalmology residency program. She
teaches residents and fellows at Harbor-
UCLA Medical Center, where sheis chief
of the Pediatric Ophthalmology Service.

LOCATIONS:

Doheny Eye Center UCLA offices
in Arcadia, Orange County,

and Pasadena

Simon K. Law, MD, PharmD

Health Sciences Clinical Professor
of Ophthalmology

Optic Disc Evaluation

Dr. Law’s clinical specialties are glau-
coma and cataract. His research activities
include evaluation of the optic nerve in
different racial groups and ocular pathol-
ogies, different patterns of glaucomatous
visual function decline, outcomes of dif-
ferent glaucoma surgical procedures and
medications in eye pressure control and
vision restoration, and alternative therapy
in glaucoma care.

LOCATION:
UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Emma M. Lessieur, MD, PhD

Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology

Causes and Prevention of
Diabetic Retinopathy

Dr. Lessieur is a scientist who studies
what causes retinopathy in diabetes, and
how it can be prevented. Efforts in her
lab are focused on understanding the
cellular and molecular mechanism that
led to the disease and the development
of novel unconventional therapies to halt
the progression of the retinopathy.

Dr. Lessieur earned her medical de-
gree from the Universidad Auténoma
de Tamaulipas in México and completed
her PhD in Molecular Medicine at the
Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of Med-
icine of Case Western Reserve Uni-
versity in Cleveland, Ohio. During her
postdoctoral training at the University of
California, Irvine, under Professor Timo-
thy Kern, she investigated how extracel-
lular vesicles mediate immune signaling
in the early stages of diabetic retinopa-
thy. Her innovative work is supported
by a prestigious K99/RO0O MOSAIC Ca-
reer Transition Award from the National
Eye Institute.

LOCATION:
Doheny Eye Institute, Pasadena

Shawn R. Lin, MD

Health Sciences Assistant Clinical
Professor of Ophthalmology

Medical Director, Stein Eye Center—
Calabasas

Associate Residency Director,
Department of Ophthalmology

Cataract and Refractive Surgery

Specializing in cataract and refractive
surgery, Dr. Lin obtained his MD and
MBA from Stanford University. He con-
ducted his ophthalmology residency
at the UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
and he completed a Heed Cornea and
Refractive Surgery Fellowship at the
Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary at
Harvard University.

Dr. Lin’s research is focused on com-
bining human and artificial intelligence to
deliver exceptional surgical results. He
has authored more than a dozen peer-
reviewed publications in leading ophthal-
mology journals, has written chapters on
ophthalmology and cornea for textbooks,
and has delivered keynote presentations
at international scientific meetings.

Dr. Lin founded EyeGuru, an online
educational platform visited more than
one million times a year by ophthalmol-
ogists from 125 countries. In this role,
Dr. Lin helps to advance knowledge in
the field and train the next generation of
ophthalmologists.

LOCATIONS:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Stein Eye Center—Calabasas
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David Lozano Giral, MD

Health Sciences Assistant Clinical
Professor of Ophthalmology

Director, Ocular Trauma Service

Retina and Vitreous Diseases

Dr. Lozano Giral specializes in the clini-
cal and surgical treatment of retina and
vitreous diseases, and also serves as
ocular trauma faculty.

He received his medical degree in
2014 and a master’s degree in medi-
cal science in 2016, both at Universi-
dad Anahuac in Mexico City. He joined
the Genetics Research Department at
the Instituto de Oftalmologia Conde de
Valenciana in Mexico City, publishing
peer-reviewed papers on genetic poly-
morphisms and mutations related to oph-
thalmologic pathologies. He conducted
his residency at the Instituto de Oftal-
mologia Conde de Valenciana in 2020
and was an international retinal fellow
at the Jules Stein Eye Institute in 2023.
He has been involved in development of
new platforms for surgical robotics, and
his work has been published in journals
and in chapters of national and interna-
tional medical books.

LOCATIONS:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Ronald Reagan UCLA Medical Center

Amanda Lu, MD

Health Sciences Assistant Clinical
Professor of Ophthalmology

Comprehensive Ophthalmology

Dr. Lu sees patients in the Comprehen-
sive Ophthalmology Division where she
provides primary ophthalmic and sur-
gical care. Dr. Lu, who was born and
raised in Dallas, Texas, graduated from
Harvard University with a BA in organis-
mic and evolutionary biology and with a
minor in global health. She was awarded
the prestigious Trustman Fellowship to
study ethnobotany in Peru, following her
passion for environmental interactions
and health.

Dr. Lu earned her MD at Yale School
of Medicine and her MBA from Quantic
School of Business and Technology.
She completed her medical internship
at Manchester Memorial Hospital, and
she received her ophthalmology resi-
dency training at the UCLA Jules Stein
Eye Institute. Dr. Lu’'s academic interests
include studying perioperative cataract
outcomes and factors driving health-
care costs, and her research has been
featured in national presentations and
peer-reviewed publications.

LOCATION:
UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Kenneth L. Lu, MD

Health Sciences Associate Clinical
Professor of Ophthalmology
Medical Director,

Doheny Eye Center UCLA—-Arcadia

Cataract and Refractive Surgery

Dr. Lu specializes in cataract and refrac-
tive surgery, and his research activities
are focused in the same areas.

LOCATION:
Doheny Eye Center UCLA—Arcadia
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Boris E. Malyugin, MD, PhD

Joan and Jerome Snyder Chair in
Cornea Diseases (pending)

Professor of Clinical Ophthalmology

Cataract Surgery and the
Treatment of Corneal Diseases

Dr. Boris Malyugin joins the Cornea and
Uveitis Division where he specializes in
cataract surgery and the treatment of
corneal diseases.

Born in Moscow, he was trained and
worked at the Fyodorov Eye Microsur-
gery—the leading eye care provider in
Russia. Dr. Malyugin has developed inno-
vative surgical techniques and devices,
including the “Malyugin Ring,” a device
which is used to temporarily stretch and
expand the pupil during cataract surgery.
He is highly regarded for development
of complex cataract surgery techniques,
secondary intraocular lens implantation,
keratoplasty techniques (both lamellar
and full thickness), and ocular surface
reconstruction.

Dr. Malyugin’s research has been
featured in peer-reviewed journals, and
he has also contributed to many oph-
thalmic surgery textbooks and atlases.
He is an active member of leading oph-
thalmic organizations and serves on the
editorial boards of several ophthalmol-
ogy journals.

LOCATIONS:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Stein Eye Center—Santa Monica



Colin A. McCannel, MD

The Ahmanson Chair in Ophthalmology
Chief of the Retina Division

Professor of Clinical Ophthalmology
Medical Director, Stein Eye Center—
Santa Monica

Vitreoretinal Surgery

Dr. McCannel has a longstanding inter-
est in the management of vitreoretinal
conditions, particularly complex retinal
detachments, complications of diabetic
retinopathy, macular holes and epimac-
ular membranes, and age-related mac-
ular degeneration. His clinical research
efforts are directed at the improvement
of vitreoretinal surgical techniques and
outcomes, including the prevention of
endophthalmitis following intravitreal
injections.

Dr. McCannel devotes time to educa-
tional research as well. Currently, he is
investigating the utility of virtual reality
surgery simulation in teaching ophthal-
mic surgery. He has several ongoing
protocols that assess ophthalmic surgical
simulation in surgical teaching.

LOCATIONS:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Stein Eye Center—Santa Monica

Tara A. McCannel, MD, PhD

Health Sciences Clinical Professor
of Ophthalmology

Director of the Ophthalmic Oncology
Center

Metastatic Ocular Melanoma and
Diseases of the Retina and Vitreous

Dr. McCannel is an ophthalmic oncolo-
gist, as well as a vitreoretinal surgeon.
Dr. McCannel’s Ophthalmic Oncology
Laboratory is studying molecular markers
in ocular melanoma to provide prognos-
tic information to patients and advance
understanding of metastatic disease.
Discovery of candidate genes from tis-
sue of patients undergoing surgical
treatment for ocular melanoma is being
explored. This information will be import-
ant to establish a better understanding
of the biology of metastatic ocular mel-
anoma and help develop better treat-
ments for this cancer. New modalities
are being investigated to predict, detect,
and ultimately treat choroidal mela-
noma metastasis.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Kevin M. Miller, MD

Kolokotrones Chair in Ophthalmology
Professor of Clinical Ophthalmology

Chief of the Cataract and
Refractive Surgery Division
Director of the Anterior Segment
Diagnostic Laboratory

Cataract and Refractive Surgery

Dr. Miller is chief of the Cataract and
Refractive Surgery Division and direc-
tor of the Anterior Segment Diagnostic
Laboratory. He also manages the UCLA
Laser Refractive Center. His research
interests include devices and implants
used in cataract and refractive surgery,
outcomes of surgical procedures, astig-
matism management, and artificial iris
implantation.

He specializes in refractive cataract
surgery including femtosecond laser
assistance, intraoperative refractive
guidance, and postoperative refrac-
tive enhancement. He performs refrac-
tive procedures such as LASIK, PRK,
SMILE, ICL implantation, and clear lens
extraction. He also performs complex
anterior segment surgery including arti-
ficial iris implantation.

He is an executive editor forthe Amer-
ican Journal of Ophthalmology and a
member of the EyeWorld editorial board.

Dr. Miller is president-elect of the
American Society of Cataract and
Refractive Surgery and serves in lead-
ership roles at the American Academy
of Ophthalmology and as a consultant
for industry.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood
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Mitra Nejad, MD

Health Sciences Assistant Clinical
Professor of Ophthalmology
Associate Residency Director,
Department of Ophthalmology

Cataract and Refractive Surgery

Dr. Nejad is an assistant clinical pro-
fessor in the Cataract and Refractive
Division. She graduated summa cum
laude from UCLA and earned her MD
from the David Geffen School of Medi-
cine (DGSOM) at UCLA. Dr. Nejad con-
ducted her internship at Harbor-UCLA
Medical Center and her ophthalmology
residency at the Jules Stein Eye Insti-
tute, where she remained on staff. She
recently completed the DGSOM Med-
ical Education Fellowship and serves
as a residency assistant program direc-
tor and co-director of Medical Student
Education. Dr. Nejad has contributed
to the cataract surgery curriculum and
microsurgery wet lab curriculum, and
she attends resident cataract surgery
at both the Jules Stein Eye Institute and
Harbor-UCLA. She is a certified proctor
in laser refractive surgery and supervises
Jules Stein Eye Institute residents’ refrac-
tive surgery cases. She also serves on
the residency program evaluation and
selection committees.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Kouros Nouri-Mahdavi, MD, MSc

Kay K. Pick Endowed Chair in
Glaucoma Research (pending)

Chief of the Glaucoma Division
Director of the Glaucoma Imaging and
Artificial Intelligence Laboratory

Structural and Functional
Measurements for Detection of
Glaucoma and its Progression,
Surgical Outcomes, and Artificial
Intelligence in Glaucoma Diagnostics

Dr. Nouri-Mahdavi’s areas of clinical
focus are management of adult glau-
coma and advanced and complex cat-
aract surgery. His research activities
currently focus on optimizing the role of
structural and functional measurements
for detection of glaucoma progression
with an emphasis on advanced disease
and macular optical coherence tomogra-
phy imaging. More recently, his research
laboratory has been exploring the use of
artificial intelligence and digital pheno-
typing in glaucoma diagnostics.

LOCATIONS:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Stein Eye Center—Calabasas
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Yi-Rong Peng, PhD

Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology
and Neurobiology

Director of the Retinal Function and
Dysfunction Laboratory

Pathogenesis of Retinal Diseases

Dr. Peng is a neuroscientist whose re-
search focuses on large-scale transcrip-
tomic profiling of retinal cells in healthy
and pathological conditions to under-
stand human vision and provide insights
for the study of ocular diseases.

Dr. Peng received her PhD in neuro-
biology from the Institute of Neurosci-
ence, Chinese Academy of Sciences,
Shanghai, China. Her doctoral research
examined the role of functional interac-
tions between inhibitory and excitatory
synapses that maintain the stability of
neural networks. Dr. Peng then joined
the laboratory of Dr. Joshua Sanes at
Harvard University as a postdoctoral fel-
low, where she leveraged high through-
put single-cell transcriptomic methods
to uncover key transcriptional factors
that control the specification of retinal
cell types.

At the Jules Stein Eye Institute, Dr.
Peng is continuing her development
of state-of-the-art transcriptomic and
genomic tools to reveal the molecular
underpinnings of the formation of retinal
circuits and the pathogenesis of retinal
diseases.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood



Moritz S. Pettenkofer, MD

Health Sciences Clinical Assistant
Professor of Ophthalmology

Macular Diseases

Dr. Pettenkofer obtained his medical
degree at the University of Gottingen in
Germany and completed his residency
training in ophthalmology at the Tech-
nical University of Munich in Germany.
He then completed an international fel-
lowship in vitreoretinal diseases at the
UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute.

Dr. Pettenkofer joined the faculty in
2022 and specializes in macular dis-
eases with a particular focus on age-
related macular degeneration, diabetic
retinopathy, and retinal vein occlusions.
He has contributed to more than a dozen
peer-reviewed publications in the field of
retina, and his research focuses onimag-
ing, evaluation, and treatment of macular
diseases, notably dry macular degener-
ation. His in-office procedures include
retinal laser and intravitreal injections.

LOCATIONS:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Stein Eye Center—Calabasas

Stacy L. Pineles, MD

Professor of Ophthalmology

Pediatric Neuro-Ophthalmology,
Amblyopia, and Neurologic Causes

of Strabismus

Dr. Pineles’ research interests include
evaluating the surgical outcomes of
strabismus surgery and studying pedi-
atric optic nerve diseases. With her dual
training in pediatric ophthalmology and
neuro-ophthalmology, she has a special
interest in pediatric neuro-ophthalmic
diseases, as well as adult patients with
amblyopia and neurologic causes of
strabismus.

Dr. Pineles is the chair of a national
research network, the Pediatric Eye Dis-
ease Investigator Group (PEDIG) spon-
sored by the National Institutes of Health.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Natik Piri, PhD

Professor of Ophthalmology
Director of the Molecular Biology of
Retinal Ganglion Cells Laboratory

Retinal Ganglion Cell Biology,
Glaucomatous Neurodegeneration,
and Neuroprotection

Dr. Piri’'s primary research is defining the
mechanisms leading to retinal ganglion
cell (RGC) degeneration in glaucoma-
tous neuropathy; developing strategies
for preserving RGCs against neurode-
generation; and identifying and char-
acterizing the genes critical for RGC
function and integrity. Characterization
of RGC-expressed genes is fundamen-
tal to a better understanding of normal
RGC physiology and pathophysiology.

Dr. Piri also focuses on understand-
ing the degeneration of RGCs and their
axons, which is a hallmark of glaucoma.
He is also studying the involvement
of oxidative stress and proteins of the
thioredoxin system, particularly in RGC
degeneration in the glaucoma model,
and the neuroprotective effects of
these proteins against glaucomatous
RGC death.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Pradeep S. Prasad, MD, MBA

Health Sciences Associate Clinical
Professor of Ophthalmology
Assistant Chief of Clinical Affairs,
Retina Division

Vitreoretinal Surgery and
Disease Management

Dr. Prasad specializes in the medical
and surgical management of diseases of
the retina and vitreous. His research is
focused on teleretinal screening for dia-
betic retinopathy, applications of wide-
field fundus photography for retinal vas-
cular disease, and health care delivery
for low-income populations.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Vivian Qin, MD

Health Sciences Assistant Clinical
Professor of Ophthalmology

Glaucoma Care

Dr. Qin was raised in New Jersey, where
she graduated from Princeton Univer-
sity summa cum laude with a degree in
molecular biology and a certificate in
global health and health policy.

She earned her MD at Case Western
Reserve University School of Medicine
in Cleveland, Ohio, and graduated with
AOA medical society honors. She spent
her medical intern year at Lankenau Hos-
pital in Philadelphia and conducted her
ophthalmology residency at Scheie Eye
Institute at the University of Pennsylvania.
Dr. Qin completed a fellowship in glau-
coma at University of California, San
Francisco and is excited to be bringing
her passion for glaucoma care and med-
ical education to UCLA.

LOCATIONS:
Doheny Eye Center UCLA locations in
Pasadena and Arcadia
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Peter A. Quiros, MD

Professor of Clinical Ophthalmology

Assistant Division Chief of the
Neuro-Ophthalmology Division

Chief of Service, Neuro-Ophthalmology,
Doheny Eye Centers UCLA

Neuro-Ophthalmology

A neuro-ophthalmologist, Dr. Quiros spe-
cializes in optic nerve disease, including
optic neuritis and ischemic optic neu-
ropathy; double vision and adult strabis-
mus; idiopathic intracranial hypertension;
thyroid eye disease; orbital inflamma-
tory syndromes; and stroke. Research
includes idiopathic intracranial hyper-
tension, headache, ocular myasthenia
gravis, and ischemic optic neuropa-
thy. He was the principal investigator
for the idiopathic intracranial hyper-
tension treatment trial. He is currently
president-elect of the North-American
Neuro-Ophthalmology Society and a
member of the Neuro-Ophthalmology
Researchers and Disease Investigators
Consortium (NORDIC).

Dr. Quiros obtained his MD from the
Yale University School of Medicine. He
completed his residency training at LAC/
USC Medical Center and his fellowship
training at Doheny Eye Institute.

LOCATIONS:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Doheny Eye Center UCLA—Pasadena

Roxana A. Radu, MD

Vernon O. Underwood Family Chair

in Ophthalmology

Associate Professor of Ophthalmology
Director of the Retinal Biochemistry and
Clinical Disease Modeling Laboratory

Retina Biochemistry and Clinical
Disease Modeling Laboratory

Dr. Radu’s scientific interest is to under-
stand the mechanism of photorecep-
tor cell degeneration by integrating
genetic, biochemical, cellular, and molec-
ular approaches. Dr. Radu’s research
focuses on the formation and patho-
genic role of bisretinoids in retinopathies
such as recessive Stargardt disease and
age-dependent macular degeneration.
Her group has developed both mouse
and human disease cell-based mod-
els to identify fundamental biological
processes at the intersection between
the complement system, retinoid-lipid
metabolism, mitochondria, and endolyso-
somal pathways in normal and immune-
compromised retinal pigment epithelium
cells. Her studies are supported by the
NIH grants, sponsor-initiated research
programs, and philanthropic funds. Dr.
Radu is also actively involved in train-
ing and teaching undergraduates, pre-/
post-graduate fellows, and medical
students.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood
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Daniel B. Rootman, MD, MS

Karen and Frank Dabby Endowed Chair
in Ophthalmology

Associate Professor of Ophthalmology

Orbit and Ophthalmic Plastic Surgery

Dr. Rootman is an orbit and ophthalmic
plastic surgery specialist with exper-
tise in Graves disease, orbital surgery,
orbital tumors, ptosis, lacrimal disorders,
blepharoplasty, blepharospasm, Botox®,
cosmetic dermalfillers, endoscopic eye-
brow lift, eyelid surgery, eyelid tumors,
and trauma. His research is developing
and refining patient-centered outcome
measures for surgical care; randomized
clinical trials in surgery, including ptosis,
Graves orbitopathy and lacrimal disease;
health economics of eyelid and facial
surgery; sociodemographics of facial
trauma; physiology and pathobiology
of ptosis; new approaches to surgery;
and measurement and assessment in
medical education.

LOCATIONS:
UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Doheny Eye Center UCLA offices in
Orange County and Pasadena

SriniVas R. Sadda, MD

A. Ray Irvine, Jr., MD, Endowed Chair in
Clinical Ophthalmology

Professor of Ophthalmology
Retinal and Macular Diseases

Dr. Sadda received his MD from Johns
Hopkins University, where he also com-
pleted his ophthalmology residency
and neuro-ophthalmology and medical
retina fellowships. His clinical interests
are macular degeneration and diabetic
retinopathy, and his research includes
automated retinal image analysis and
advanced retinal imaging technologies.
He has more than 800 peer-reviewed
publications and 20 book chapters, and
he has given over 500 presentations
worldwide. He also serves as an editorial
board member of Ophthalmic Surgery,
Lasers & Imaging, Retina, Ophthalmology
Retina, Ophthalmology, and is editor-in-
chief of Graefe’s. He is also the editor-
in-chief of the 7th edition of the Ryan’s
Retina textbook.

LOCATIONS:

Doheny Eye Center UCLA offices in
Arcadia and Pasadena



Alfredo A. Sadun, MD, PhD

Flora L. Thornton Endowed Chair
in Vision Research

Professor of Ophthalmology
Vice Chair of Doheny Eye Centers UCLA

Neuro-Ophthalmology

Dr. Sadun conducted his ophthalmol-
ogy residency and fellowship in neuro-
ophthalmology at Massachusetts Eye
and Ear, Harvard Medical School. His
clinical interests are diseases of the
optic nerve, and more particularly, Leber
hereditary optic neuropathy, toxic and
nutritional optic neuropathies, and ante-
rior and posterior ischemic optic neurop-
athies. He conducts research in these
areas, as well as the assessment of the
retina and optic nerve in Alzheimer dis-
ease and other neuro-degenerations.
Dr. Sadun has authored approximately
400 peer-reviewed publications and 75
book chapters. His research activities
focus on human visual neuro-anatomy;
retinal ganglion cell degeneration and
regeneration; and axon populations in
the human optic nerve in development,
aging, and disease. He has six clinical
trials involving treatment of optic nerve
diseases, and most particularly, mito-
chondrial impairments as a cause of optic
nerve disease.

LOCATION:
Doheny Eye Center UCLA—-Pasadena

Alapakkam P. Sampath, PhD

Grace and Walter Lantz Endowed Chair
in Ophthalmology

Professor of Ophthalmology
and Neurobiology

Associate Director of Research

Chief, Vision Science Division

Director of the Retinal Neurophysiology
Laboratory

Molecular Mechanisms Underlying
Early Visual Processing

The Sampath laboratory is interested
in understanding the molecular mech-
anisms underlying early visual process-
ing. In particular, the focus of laboratory
researchers has been on elucidating
mechanisms that set the sensitivity of
night vision. Night blindness, or nyctalo-
pia, is a condition that results from abnor-
mal signaling by the rod photoreceptors,
or the retinal circuits that process rod-
driven signals. Using physiological and
genetic methods, the laboratory studies
signal transmission in these retinal rod
pathways to identify how these pro-
cesses are optimized to allow our exqui-
site visual sensitivity.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Daniel Sand, MD

James and Catherine Shuler Endowed
Chair in Comprehensive Ophthalmology
(pending)

Health Sciences Associate Clinical
Professor of Ophthalmology

Chief, Comprehensive Ophthalmology
Division
Comprehensive Ophthalmic Care

Dr. Sand is the new chief of the Com-
prehensive Ophthalmology Division. He
practices a full scope of comprehensive
ophthalmology and cornea/refractive
surgery.

Dr. Sand attended medical school
at Case Western Reserve University
in Ohio, where he was elected into the
Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Soci-
ety. He completed his internship at Olive
View-UCLA Medical Center and his resi-
dency at Doheny Eye Institute/University
of Southern California. He did his cornea,
external disease and refractive surgery
training as a Heed Ophthalmic Founda-
tion Fellow at the University of Michigan,
Kellogg Eye Center. There he also com-
pleted an eye banking fellowship as the
inaugural Eversight Eye Bank Fellow. He
is continuing his involvement with the
Eye Bank Association of America as a
member of multiple national commit-
tees. He most recently was in private
practice and taught USC residents in
surgery and clinic.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood
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David Sarraf, MD

Health Sciences Clinical Professor
of Ophthalmology

Age-Related Macular Degeneration
and Retinal Imaging

Dr. David Sarraf is clinical professor of
ophthalmology at the UCLA Jules Stein
Eye Institute and member of the Reti-
nal Disorders and Ophthalmic Genetics
Division. He has published close to 300
peer-reviewed research papers, case
reports, and reviews and has authored
22 book chapters. He is co-author for the
second edition of the Retina Atlas and
will be section editor for the 7th edition of
Ryan Retina. Dr. Sarraf is a world leader
in the field of advanced retinal imaging
and has delivered over 300 invited lec-
tures at various meetings worldwide,
including close to a dozen endowed and
keynote lectures.

Dr. Sarraf is associate editor for the
British Journal of Ophthalmology and
Ophthalmology Science, and he is sec-
tion editor of the Ocular Imaging Section
forthe Canadian Journal of Ophthalmol-
ogy. He is also associate editor for the
journal Retinal Cases and Brief Reports
and editorial board member of the jour-
nals Retina and OSLI Retina.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Soh Youn Suh, MD

Health Sciences Clinical Assistant
Professor of Ophthalmology

Chief, Pediatric Ophthalmology and
Strabismus Division, Olive View-UCLA
Medical Center

Pediatric Ophthalmology and
Adult Strabismus

Dr. Suh is a pediatric ophthalmologist
specializing in pediatric ophthalmic dis-
eases including amblyopia, strabismus,
nasolacrimal duct obstruction and con-
genital optic nerve anomalies. She is
also a strabismus specialist and per-
forms strabismus surgery in both chil-
dren and adults.

Dr. Suh’s clinical research focuses on
surgical dosing in strabismus surgery
and myopia control in pediatric patients.

Dr. Suh serves as both a course direc-
tor for medical students and the chief of
the Pediatric Ophthalmology and Stra-
bismus Division at Olive View-UCLA
Medical Center.

LOCATIONS:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood
Olive View-UCLA Medical Center
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Hui Sun, PhD

Professor of Physiology and
Ophthalmology

Director of the Receptor Signaling and
Chemical Targeting Laboratory
Member of Jonsson Comprehensive
Cancer Center

Molecular Mechanism of Vitamin A
Transport for Vision; Identification
of New Therapeutic Targets for
Blinding Diseases

Dr. Sun’s laboratory aims to identify new
therapeutic targets to treat still incur-
able human diseases, to study their
molecular mechanisms, and to develop
novel therapies based on the mecha-
nisms. Through many years of research
efforts, his laboratory has identified the
cell-surface receptors for the most potent
endogenous inhibitor of angiogenesis,
developed novel techniques to screen
for drugs that target these receptors, and
developed the first small molecule drug
candidates that specifically suppress
pathogenic angiogenesis in diverse
vision diseases and in cancer. These
molecules have achieved therapeutic
effects that no existing drugs can achieve
and are being prepared for clinical trials.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood



Gabriel H. Travis, MD

Charles Kenneth Feldman Chair
in Ophthalmology

Professor of Ophthalmology
Director of the Photoreceptor
Biochemistry Laboratory

Biochemistry of Vertebrate
Photoreceptors and Mechanisms of
Retinal Degeneration

Dr. Travis’ laboratory uses biochemical
and genetic approaches to study the
visual cycle and its role in retinal and
macular degenerations. Vision in ver-
tebrates is mediated by two types of
light-sensitive cells: rods and cones.
These cells contain light-detecting mole-
cules called opsin pigments. Detection of
a single light particle bleaches the opsin
pigment. Restoring light sensitivity to a
bleached opsin involves an enzymatic
pathway called the visual cycle. Muta-
tions in the genes for many proteins of
the visual cycle cause inherited blind-
ing diseases.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Victoria L. Tseng, MD, PhD

Jerome and Joan Snyder Chair

in Ophthalmology

Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology
Residency Director, Department

of Ophthalmology

Glaucoma and Cataract

Dr. Tseng specializes in the treatment
of glaucoma and cataracts in the UCLA
Department of Ophthalmology. Commit-
ted to the education of future ophthal-
mologists, she teaches ophthalmology
residents at Olive View-UCLA Medical
Center and is the director of the UCLA
Department of Ophthalmology Resi-
dency Program.

Dr. Tseng’s research focuses on the
intersection of epidemiology, disparities,
and population health within ophthal-
mology. She is a recipient of multiple
research grants and honors including the
Research to Prevent Blindness Career
Development Award, the Research to
Prevent Blindness and American Acad-
emy of Ophthalmology (AAO) Award for
IRIS Registry Research, and the Ameri-
can Glaucoma Society Mentoring for the
Advancement of Physician Scientists
Research Grant.

Dr. Tseng is involved with national
ophthalmology organizations and is a
regional representative for AAO State
Affairs.

LOCATION:
Doheny Eye Center UCLA, Pasadena

Edmund Tsui, MD, MS

Associate Professor of Ophthalmology

Uveitis and Ocular Inflammatory
Diseases

Dr. Tsui specializes in the management
of uveitis and ocular inflammatory dis-
eases. He completed his medical training
at Dartmouth Medical School followed
by an ophthalmology residency at the
New York University School of Medicine.
He completed his fellowship in uveitis
and ocular inflammatory disease at the
Francis I. Proctor Foundation at the Uni-
versity of California, San Francisco.

Dr. Tsui’s National Institutes of Health-
funded research focuses on the evalua-
tion of imaging biomarkers to measure
and quantify intraocular inflammation
with optical coherence tomography and
laser flare photometry. Dr. Tsui is also
the site principal investigator for clinical
trials investigating novel therapeutics
for uveitis. He serves on the Execu-
tive Committee of the American Uveitis
Society and is the chair of the Associa-
tion for Research in Vision and Ophthal-
mology Professional Development and
Education Committee. He is also the
senior social media editor for the journals
Ophthalmology, Ophthalmology Retina,
and Ophthalmology Glaucoma.

LOCATION:
UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Irena Tsui, MD

Associate Professor of Ophthalmology
Assistant Chief of Research,
Retina Division

Clinical Vitreoretinal Research

Dr. Tsui’s clinical activities include adult
and pediatric vitreoretinal diseases. Her
research interests focus on retinopa-
thy of prematurity and Zika virus eye
abnormalities. Dr. Tsui teaches ophthal-
mology trainees and serves veterans
at the Greater Los Angeles VA Health-
care System.

LOCATIONS:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Doheny Eye Center UCLA—Arcadia
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Federico G. Velez, MD

Leonard Apt Endowed Chair in
Pediatric Ophthalmology

Professor of Clinical Ophthalmology

Strabismus and Childhood
Eye Disorders

Dr. Velez is a pediatric ophthalmology
specialist who studies the mechanisms
of congenital and acquired forms of stra-
bismus. In addition, Dr. Velez conducts
research on artificial muscle stimula-
tion and management of orbital fibrosis,
amblyopia therapy, and medical manage-
ment of thyroid eye disease.

He has participated in development of
guidelines for preoperative assessment
and surgical approaches to patients with
convergent (esotropia), divergent (exo-
tropia), and vertical forms of strabismus,
and he has advanced techniques to treat
pediatric patients with eyelid abnormal-
ities and cataracts.

LOCATIONS:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Stein Eye Center—Calabasas
Doheny Eye Center UCLA-
Orange County

David S. Williams, PhD

Karl Kirchgessner Foundation Chair in
Vision Science

Professor of Ophthalmology

and Neurobiology

Director of the Retinal Cell Biology
Laboratory

Cell Biology of the Retina and
Inherited Retinal Disease

Dr. Williams’ laboratory focuses on the
cell biology of photoreceptor and reti-
nal pigment epithelium cells. His group
is especially interested in proteins that
function in transport and compartmental-
ization within these cells. These proteins
include those that underlie Usher syn-
drome and macular degeneration. Trans-
lational areas of his research involve
gene therapy experiments aimed at pre-
venting the blindness that ensues from
Usher syndrome type 1B and studies on
stem cell-derived RPE cells, which may
be transplanted into retinas afflicted by
macular degeneration.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Xian-Jie Yang, PhD

Professor of Ophthalmology

Director of the Developmental
Neurobiology Laboratory

Member of the Molecular Biology Institute
Member of the Brain Research Institute

Member of the UCLA Broad Stem Cell
Research Center

Director of the Gene and Cell Delivery
Core for Vision Research

Development and Repair of the Retina

Dr. Yang obtained her PhD at Cornell
University and received postdoctoral
training at Harvard University and
Harvard Medical School before join-
ing UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute as
a faculty member. Dr. Yang’s research
is focused on molecular and cellular
mechanisms underlying retina develop-
ment and repair. Her research includes
using genetically engineered retinal
degeneration models and recombinant
virus-mediated gene delivery to study
neuroprotection mechanisms. In addi-
tion, her research team has established
stem cell based retinal organoid models
to derive human retinal neurons, simulate
retinal diseases, and develop gene edit-
ing and replacement therapies.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood
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Victoria H. Yom, MD

Health Sciences Assistant Clinical
Professor of Ophthalmology

Cornea and External Diseases

Dr. Yom specializes in corneal and exter-
nal diseases. Her expertise includes sur-
gical and medical management of com-
plex ocular inflammatory conditions and
anterior uveitis. Procedures performed
include corneal transplant surgery and
cataract surgery.

Dr. Yom received her MD and Mas-
ter of Science in Clinical Investigation
from Washington University School of
Medicine in St. Louis, where she also
completed her residency. She obtained
a fellowship in cornea and external dis-
eases atthe Doheny Eye Centers UCLA
and has been a member of the UCLA
Department of Ophthalmology since
2017. Dr. Yom enjoys introducing medical
students to the field of ophthalmology
during their preclinical clerkships, and
she regularly lectures at educational con-
ferences and is an active member of the
American Academy of Ophthalmology.
LOCATIONS:

Doheny Eye Center UCLA offices
in Arcadia and Pasadena



Yuhua Zhang, PhD

Professor of Ophthalmology
Retinal Imaging

Dr. Zhang s a professor whose research
focuses on developing state-of-the-art
imaging tools to study blinding eye disor-
ders and small-vessel diseases related to
systemic conditions and central nervous
systems. His work includes 3-D imaging
technologies for viewing the retina at the
cellular levelin patients with age-related
macular degeneration, diabetic reti-
nopathy, hypertensive retinopathy, and
small-vessel diseases.

His advanced imaging systems inte-
grate adaptive optics, scanning laser
ophthalmoscopy, optical coherence
tomography, and fluorescence lifetime
imaging to study vision-producing cells,
retinal blood vessels, and individual red
and white blood cells within the eye.
Understanding their interactions will help
answer fundamental questions about the
causes of vision loss and systemic dis-
eases, improve prognoses for patients,
and lead to targeted treatments to slow
or prevent vision loss.

LOCATION:
Doheny Eye Institute, Pasadena

Jie J. Zheng, PhD

Professor of Ophthalmology

Director of the Therapeutic Development
in Ophthalmology Laboratory

Member of the Molecular Biology Institute

Member of the Jonsson Comprehensive
Cancer Center

Member of the Brain Research Institute
Member of the California NanoSystems
Institute

Therapeutic Development

in Ophthalmology

Dr. Zheng’s research is at the interface
of biochemistry, computational biology,
systems pharmacology, and drug dis-
covery with an emphasis on therapeutic
development in ophthalmology.

His laboratory is currently develop-
ing proteins and small molecules that
can modulate signal transduction path-
ways, such as Wnt, Hedgehog, BMP, and
Hippo pathways, in an effort to better
understand the biological functions of
these signaling pathways and to explore
the therapeutic potential of these com-
pounds and proteins. Aiming to establish
new translational research within the sci-
entific community at UCLA, Dr. Zheng’s
goal is to develop novel therapies for
retinal degenerative diseases, glaucoma,
and corneal disorders.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Joel Zylberberg, PhD

Associate Professor of Ophthalmology
Director of the Computational Visual
Neuroscience Laboratory

Computational Visual Neuroscience
and Artificial Intelligence

Dr. Zylberberg is a neuroscientist who
studies the transmission of visual infor-
mation along the optic nerve. His lab-
oratory specializes in developing new
computational frameworks—typically
using machine learning and artificial
intelligence—to integrate information
from many different experiments.

Dr. Zylberberg completed his PhD in
Physics at UC Berkeley and then under-
went postdoctoral training at the Univer-
sity of Washington where he worked with
retinal neuroscientist Fred Rieke and
applied mathematician Eric Shea-Brown.
He started his own laboratory and held
his first faculty position at the University
of Colorado School of Medicine before
moving to York University in Toronto,
where he served as Canada Research
Chair in Computational Neuroscience.
Dr. Zylberberg’s work has received fund-
ing from Google, the Sloan Foundation,
National Institutes of Health, Canadian
Institute for Advanced Research, and
Canada’s Natural Sciences and Engineer-
ing Research Council. He joined UCLA
in January 2025.

LOCATION:

UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute,
Westwood

Faculty and Colleagues | JULES STEIN EYE INSTITUTE 53



ACADEMIC PERSONNEL

UCLA Faculty Based at
Affiliate Hospitals

Bruce Becker, MD

Health Sciences Clinical Professor of
Ophthalmology

Olive View-UCLA Medical Center

Clinical Oculoplastics

Ekjyot Gill, MD
Health Sciences Assistant Clinical

Professor of Ophthalmology
Olive View-UCLA Medical Center

Cornea

Hamid Hosseini, MD

Health Sciences Assistant Clinical
Professor of Ophthalmology

Harbor-UCLA Medical Center
Retinal and Macular Conditions

Dr. Hosseini specializes in retinal and
macular conditions, such as macular
degeneration, diabetic retinopathy, and
retinal detachment.

Dr. Hosseini completed two fellow-
ships at the UCLA Jules Stein Eye Insti-
tute, the first in glaucoma and the sec-
ond in retina.

Michael Kapamajian, MD

Associate Clinical Professor of
Ophthalmology

Chief of Ophthalmology,
Harbor-UCLA Medical Center

Uveitis/Glaucoma

Julie Kwon, MD

Health Sciences Assistant Clinical
Professor of Ophthalmology

Olive View-UCLA Medical Center
Medical Retina/Ophthalmic Genetics

Aaron Savar, MD

Health Sciences Associate Clinical
Professor of Ophthalmology

Veterans Affairs Greater Los Angeles
Healthcare System

Oculoplastics

Ronald J. Smith, MD

Associate Physician Diplomate
Veterans Affairs Greater Los Angeles
Healthcare System

Objective Assessment of
Surgical Technique and Training

Dr. Smith’s research interest is the objec-
tive assessment of surgical technique
and development of evidence-based
surgical training for residents to improve
patient care. In addition to teaching resi-
dents atthe Veterans Affairs Greater Los
Angeles Healthcare System and in the
UCLA Microsurgery Laboratory, Dr. Smith
provides cornea and comprehensive eye
care to patients at the Stein Eye Center—
Santa Monica.

Jayanth Sridhar, MD

Associate Clinical Professor

of Ophthalmology

Chief of Ophthalmology,

Olive View-UCLA Medical Center

Medical and Surgical Treatment of
Vitreoretinal Disease

A member of the Retina Division spe-
cializing in the medical and surgical
treatment of vitreoretinal diseases, Dr.
Sridhar is chief of ophthalmology at Olive
View-UCLA Medical Center, where he
supervises and teaches residents and
surgical fellows. Dr. Sridhar completed
his residency at the Bascom Palmer
Eye Institute, University of Miami, and
fellowship at Wills Eye Hospital, where
he was named “Fellow of the Year.” He
served on the faculty at Bascom Palmer
for seven years, earning “Faculty of the
Year” honors before transitioning to the
UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute. He has
over 240 peer-reviewed publications
and has earned several international
commendations, including the American
Academy of Ophthalmology Secretariat
Award, the American Society of Ret-
ina Specialists Presidential Award, and
induction into the prestigious Retina and
Macular Societies.
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Homayoun Tabandeh, MD

Health Sciences Associate Clinical
Professor of Ophthalmology

Harbor-UCLA Medical Center

Retina

Mark Volpicelli, MD

Health Sciences Assistant Clinical
Professor of Ophthalmology

Harbor-UCLA Medical Center
Cornea

UCLA Jules Stein
Eye Institute Members
Based at Other Sites

James W. Bisley, PhD

Ethel Scheibel Chair in Neuroscience
Professor of Neurobiology and Psychology
Member of the Brain Research Institute

Cognitive Processing of
Visual Information

Dr. Bisley’s research revolves around
understanding the neural mechanisms
underlying the cognitive processing of
visual information. These cognitive pro-
cesses include visual perception, visual
memory, visual attention, and the visual
guidance of eye movements. Recent
work has focused on how the responses
of neurons in the posterior parietal cor-
tex and prefrontal cortex are involved
in the allocation of visual attention and
how they guide eye movements in goal-
directed visual search.



Patrick T. Dowling, MD, MPH

Chair, UCLA Department of
Family Medicine

The Kaiser Endowed Professor of
Community Medicine

Health Care Policy and Access for
Underserved Populations

For 20 years, Dr. Dowling has received
funding to link medical education to
underserved neighborhoods. For a
decade, several departments from UCLA
have volunteered in the yearly event
known as “Care Harbor,” providing 3,500
individuals with free medical, dental, and
eye care. The UCLA Mobile Eye Clinic,
led by Dr. Anne Coleman, provides free
eyeglasses made onsite to low-income
families and the homeless in LA County.

Antoni Ribas, MD, PhD

Professor of Medicine, Surgery, and
Molecular and Medical Pharmacology

Malignant Melanoma

Dr. Ribas is a physician-scientist conduct-
ing laboratory and clinical translational
research in how melanoma responds to
or resists cancer immunotherapies, and
developing gene engineered adoptive
cell transfer therapies. He has been
instrumental in the clinical develop-
ment of several agents approved by
the FDA, including the first anti-PD-1pem-
brolizumab (Keytruda), the anti-CTLA-4
tremelimumab (Imjudo), and two com-
binations of BRAF and MEK inhibitors,
vemurafenib (Zelboraf) and cobimetinib
(Cotellic), and dabrafenib (Tafinlar) and
trametinib (Mekinist).

Dario L. Ringach, PhD

Professor of Neurobiology
and Psychology,
Biomedical Engineering Program

Visual Perception and
Neurophysiology

Dr. Ringach’s research focuses on the
relationship between eye movements
and visual perception, as well as how
motor planning and execution, such
as reaching, grasping, navigating, and
adjusting body posture, is influenced by
visual information and impaired vision. In
collaboration with a team of neurosur-
geons at UCLA, Dr. Ringach’s laboratory
is also recording the brain activity of
patients with epilepsy who are under-
going clinical evaluation for surgical
treatment, shedding new light into the
processes involved in object recognition
and perception.

Professional Research
Series

Christian Altenbach, PhD

Research Ophthalmologist (Recall)
Structure and Function of Rhodopsin

The membrane protein rhodopsin is a
critical first step in visual transduction,
converting light energy into a chemical
form in the photoreceptor cell of the eye.
To understand this process on a detailed
molecular level, Dr. Altenbach is using
site-directed spin labeling and electron
paramagnetic resonance spectroscopy
to study the structure of rhodopsin in the
absence of light, as well as the changes
in structure caused by light.

Michael Bridges, PhD

Assistant Project Scientist

Paramagnetic Resonance
Methodologies

Dr. Bridges'’ research in the laboratory
of Dr. Wayne Hubbell is centered on the
development and application of new
pulsed electron paramagnetic resonance
methodologies. Protein conformational
dynamics and structural relaxation are
his central focus with the goal of char-
acterizing the timescales and motional
amplitudes of functional activation.

Barry L. Burgess, BS

Research Specialist (Recall)

Degenerative Retinal Disease
Research

Mr. Burgess provides research support
for the Photoreceptor/RPE Cell Biol-
ogy Laboratory of Dr. David Williams.
Research interests include production
of differentiated RPE cells from human
stem cell precursors and develop-
ing in vitro models of oxidative stress
involved in degenerative retinal dis-
ease progression.

Doug Chung, PhD

Assistant Project Scientist

Corneal Endothelial Biology
and Disease

Dr. Chung’s research focus includes
investigating the biology of the corneal
endothelium, determining the utility of
ex vivo expansion of human corneal
endothelial cells for transplantation, and
elucidating the mechanisms involved in
the pathogenesis of inherited corneal
endothelial dystrophies in an effort to
develop novel therapeutic approaches.

Antonio Escudero Paniagua, PhD

Assistant Project Scientist

Photoreceptor and RPE Cell Biology

Dr. Paniagua’s research is primarily fo-
cused in studying the molecular mech-
anisms of the photoreceptor outer seg-
ment (POS) renewal. This key organelle
for vision is formed as evaginations of
the photoreceptor ciliary membrane
and recycled in the daily ingestion of
POS phagosomes by the retinal pigment
epithelium. Both processes represent
intrincated mechanisms affected in many
types of retinal degeneration.

Rikard Frederiksen, PhD

Assistant Research Ophthalmologist

Adaptation

Dr. Frederiksen’s main research interest
is adaptation, specifically how the rods
and cones in the retina adapt to different
light intensities.
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Sheyla Gonzalez Garrido, PhD

Associate Project Scientist
Limbal Stem Cells

Dr. Garrido’s research aims to improve
the ex vivo expansion of limbal epithelial
stem cells (LSCs) by modulating Notch
signaling in individuals suffering from
limbal stem cell deficiency. The identi-
fication of niche factors could help to
improve the in vitro production of LSCs
for transplantation.

Somaye Jafari, PhD

Assistant Project Scientist

Yuekan Jiao, PhD

Research Specialist

Microscopy Specialist

Dr. Jiao’s work includes running and
supporting the electron microscope and
helping with image processing on the
images from all the imaging platforms
in the microscopy core. He also con-
ducts eye research in collaboration with
research labs at the Institute.

Joanna J. Kaylor, PhD

Associate Project Scientist

Visual Chromophore Regeneration in
the Retina of the Eye

Dr. Kaylor’s research focuses on identi-
fication of biochemical pathways essen-
tial for visual chromophore production in
the retina. She previously discovered an
enzymatic complex that generates visual
chromophore precursor, which sustains
vision in bright light. She also revealed
the presence of a non-enzymatic pro-
cessthat occurs in photoreceptor mem-
branes that aids in chromophore regen-
eration. Dr. Kaylor is currently studying
an enzyme she identified that is respon-
sible for a unique visual chromophore
processing activity present in cone
photoreceptors.

Joseph Wekselblatt, PhD

Assistant Researcher

Professional Clinical Series

Cynthia A. Boxrud, MD

Associate Physician Diplomate

Orbital and Ophthalmic
Plastic Surgery

Dr. Boxrud is a board-certified surgeon
who specializes in oculofacial and recon-
structive surgery, as well as orbital and
ophthalmic oncology. She sees patients
at the Stein Eye Center—Santa Monica.

Jane W. Chan, MD

Associate Physician Diplomate
Doheny Eye Centers UCLA

Neuro-Ophthalmology

As a physician-scientist at UCLA, Dr.
Chan’s expertise in diagnosing and man-
aging optic nerve disorders is widely
recognized. Her acclaimed textbook,
“Optic Nerve Disorders,” has become
an indispensable reference, solidifying
her reputation in the field. Dr. Chan’s
cutting-edge research leverages multi-
modal retinal imaging techniques to
explore biomarkers at the cellular and
molecular levels in pre-Alzheimer’s dis-
ease. She sees patients at the Doheny
Eye Center UCLA locations in Orange
County and Pasadena.

Juliet Chung, MD

Associate Physician Diplomate

After ten years in private practice, Dr.
Chung is returning to UCLA, her alma
mater. She studied at UCLA for her
undergraduate studies and also for her
glaucoma fellowship. She is currently
at the Stein Eye Center—Santa Monica.
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Rachel Feit-Leichman, MD

Associate Physician Diplomate

Cataract Surgery

Dr. Feit-Leichman divides her time
between supervising residents and pro-
viding patient care at the Jules Stein
Eye Institute’s Urgent Care Clinic, and
teaching cataract surgery and oversee-
ing residents at the ophthalmology clinic
of the Harbor-UCLA Medical Center.
Dr. Feit-Leichman is also active in striving
to improve patient access to eye care in
the greater Los Angeles County Health-
care System.

Reza Ghaffari, MD

Associate Physician Diplomate

Cornea and External Ocular Disease

Dr. Ghaffari’s clinical focus is cornea
and external ocular disease, including
corneal transplantation (full thickness
and lamellar), artificial cornea, keratoco-
nus, and management of ocular surface
disease. Dr. Ghaffari has contributed to
peer-reviewed publications in fields such
as corneal imaging, outcomes of Bos-
ton keratoprosthesis implantation, and
complications of cosmetic iris implants.
Dr. Ghaffari’s research interests include
outcomes of keratoprosthesis implanta-
tion and corneal transplantation.

Batool Jafri, MD

Associate Physician Diplomate

Cornea/External Disease/
Refractive Surgery

Dr. Jafri’s practice interests are cataract
surgery, LASIK, keratoconus, glaucoma,
diabetic retinopathy, dry eye, and allergic
conjunctivitis. She offers subspecialized
surgical care including LASIK, refractive
cataract surgery, pterygium excision,
ocular surface disease management,
treatment of ocular surface malignan-
cies, implantable contact lens, corneal
transplantation, and corneal collagen
crosslinking for keratoconus. She offers
personalized, world-class care to all of
her patients. Dr. Jafri sees patients at
the Stein Eye Center in Santa Monica.



Justin Karlin, MD, MS

Health Sciences Assistant Clinical
Professor of Ophthalmology

Orbital, Lacrimal, and Ophthalmic
Plastic Surgery

Dr. Karlin specializes in orbital, lacrimal,
and oculofacial plastic surgery. He has
developed artificial intelligence diagnos-
tictools, cartilage grafts for use in eyelid
reconstruction, and novel approaches
to the production of autologous plasma
eye drops.

He graduated from the rigorous
ASOPRS fellowship at the UCLA Jules
Stein Eye and Doheny Eye Institutes
in 2020.

As a resident, he was awarded the
University of Virginia “All University”
Teaching Award and was honored with
the UCLA Jules Stein Eye Institute Fellow
Teaching Award in 2019. He continues
to participate actively in mentoring and
teaching activities for undergraduates,
medical students, residents, and fellows.

Phillip Le, MD, PhD

Associate Physician Diplomate

Retinal and Macular Diseases

Dr. Le is a comprehensive ophthalmolo-
gist who specializes in retinal and mac-
ular diseases. He sees patients at the
Doheny Eye Center UCLA—Pasadena.

Nariman Nassiri, MD

Associate Physician Diplomate

Diagnosis and Treatment of Glaucoma

Dr. Nassiri’s research focuses on two
areas: The firstis drug delivery systems
in ocular diseases, which includes devel-
oping biodegradable implants, adhesive
patches, and microneedles, with the aim
of enhancing treatment efficacy. The
second is to gain better understanding
of the pathogenesis of glaucoma.

Christine V. Nguyen, MD

Associate Physician Diplomate
Doheny Eye Centers UCLA

Tania Onclinx, MD

Associate Physician Diplomate

Urgent Care and Clinical Supervision

Dr. Onclinx attends at the Urgent Care
Walk-In service at the Jules Stein Eye
Institute, and she teaches resident phy-
sicians and medical students at the Jules
Stein Eye Institute during their subspe-
cialty clinical rotation. She also provides
clinical supervision to resident physicians
at Ronald Reagan UCLA Medical Center
and UCLA Medical Center, Santa Monica.

Susan S. Ransome, MD

Associate Physician Diplomate
HIV and Diabetic Retinopathy

Dr. Ransome is participating in a clinical
research study involving HIV-infected
patients who have diabetes to see
whether there is increased risk of devel-
opment or progression of diabetic reti-
nopathy when subjects are treated for
abdominal lipodystrophy with Egrifta
(tesamorelin).

Meryl L. Shapiro-Tuchin, MD

Associate Physician Diplomate
Co-Director of the Ophthalmology
Inpatient Consultation Service

Comprehensive Ophthalmology

Dr. Shapiro-Tuchin provides clinical
supervision to resident physicians. She
functions as co-director of the Oph-
thalmology Inpatient Consultation Ser-
vice, assisting resident physicians in
their evaluation of inpatients admitted
to the Ronald Reagan UCLA Medical
Center and the UCLA Medical Center,
Santa Monica.

Ronald J. Smith, MD

Associate Physician Diplomate

Objective Assessment of
Surgical Technique and Training

Dr. Smith’s research interest is the objec-
tive assessment of surgical technique
and development of evidence-based
surgical training for residents to improve
patient care. In addition to teaching resi-
dents atthe Veterans Affairs Greater Los
Angeles Healthcare System and in the
UCLA Microsurgery Laboratory, Dr. Smith
provides cornea and comprehensive eye
care to patients at the Stein Eye Center—
Santa Monica.

Laura A. Syniuta, MD

Associate Physician Diplomate

Pediatric Ophthalmology
and Strabismus

Dr. Syniuta completed her fellowship
training in pediatric ophthalmology and
strabismus at the Jules Stein Eye Institute
in 1999. With children’s eye and learning
disorders being her passion, she sees
patients at the Stein Eye Center—Santa
Monica and has staffed the UCLA Mobile
Eye Clinic since 2011.

Andrew Young, MD

Associate Physician Diplomate
UCLA Mobile Eye Clinic

Dr. Young is a glaucoma specialist and
provides comprehensive ophthalmic
care. He has staffed the UCLA Mobile
Eye Clinic since 2008. His research
interests include pediatric vision epide-
miology and eye health screenings in
community-based settings.
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EMERITUS FACULTY

Dean Bok, PhD

Dolly Green Chair of Ophthalmology
Professor of Ophthalmology Emeritus

Distinguished Research Professor
of Neurobiology

Member of the Brain Research Institute

Joseph Caprioli, MD

David May Il Chair in Ophthalmology

Distinguished Professor of Ophthalmology
Emeritus (Active Recall)

Vice Chair of Quality
Past Chief of the Glaucoma Division

Richard Casey, MD

Health Sciences Clinical Professor of
Ophthalmology Emeritus

Gordon L. Fain, PhD

Distinguished Professor of the
Departments of Integrative Biology/
Physiology Emeritus

Professor of Ophthalmology Emeritus
(Active Recall)

Debora B. Farber, PhD, DPhhc

Distinguished Professor of Ophthalmology
Emeritus

Doctor honoris causa
Member of the Brain Research Institute
Member of the Molecular Biology Institute

Lynn K. Gordon, MD, PhD

Professor of Ophthalmology Emeritus
(Active Recall)

Emeritus Senior Associate Dean for
Equity and Diversity Inclusion

Michael O. Hall, PhD

Professor of Ophthalmology Emeritus

Founding Member of the Jules Stein
Eye Institute

Robert S. Hepler, MD

Professor of Ophthalmology Emeritus

Founding Chief, Neuro-Ophthalmology
Division

Joseph Horwitz, PhD

(died October 23, 2024)

Distinguished Professor of Ophthalmology
Emeritus

Wayne L. Hubbell, PhD

Jules Stein Chair in Ophthalmology

Distinguished Professor of Ophthalmology
Emeritus (Active Recall)

Distinguished Professor of
Chemistry and Biochemistry Emeritus

Director of the Ophthalmic Biophysical
Chemistry Laboratory

John A. Irvine, MD

Health Sciences Clinical Professor of
Ophthalmology (Active Recall)

Co-Medical Director,
Doheny Eye Centers UCLA

Sherwin J. Isenberg, MD

Distinguished Professor of Ophthalmology
and Pediatrics Emeritus

Ralph D. Levinson, MD

Health Sciences Clinical Professor of
Ophthalmology Emeritus

Bartly J. Mondino, MD

Distinguished Professor of Ophthalmology
Emeritus (Active Recall)

Director Emeritus, Jules Stein Eye Institute

Chair Emeritus, UCLA Department
of Ophthalmology

Affiliation Chair Emeritus,
Doheny Eye Institute

President, Jules and Doris Stein UCLA
Support Group

Member, UCLA Brain Research Institute

Steven Nusinowitz, PhD

Professor of Ophthalmology Emeritus
(Active Recall)

Co-Director of the Visual Physiology
Laboratory

Bradley R. Straatsma, MD, JD

Professor of Ophthalmology Emeritus

Founding Chair, Department
of Ophthalmology

Founding Director, Jules Stein Eye Institute

Deming Sun, MD

Professor of Ophthalmology Emeritus

Barry A. Weissman, OD, PhD

Professor of Ophthalmology Emeritus

Marc O. Yoshizumi, MD

Professor of Ophthalmology Emeritus
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RESIDENTS AND FELLOWS

Residents

THIRD-YEAR RESIDENTS
2022-2025

Angela Chen, MD

Erika Ellis, MD, PhD

Elise Ma, MD

Lukas Mees, MD

Yagoob Qaseem, MD

Sagar Rambhia, MD (EyeMBA)
Junru Yan, MD

Kelly Yom, MD

SECOND-YEAR RESIDENTS
2023-2026

John Cheng, MD

Leila Chew, MD

Bradley Gundlach, MD

Ken Kitayama, MD, PhD (EyeSTAR)
Alan Kong, MD

David Peprah, MD

Weilin Song, MD

Sydney Wendt, MD

FIRST-YEAR RESIDENTS
2024-2027

Sara Emami, MD, MSc
David Hsu, MD
Matthew Miller, MD

Erin Napier, MD

Ethan Osias, MD

Jason Strawbridge, MD
Jessica Tran, MD, MSCR
Maria Villalba, MD, MS

EyeSTAR Trainees

Ken Kitayama, MD, PhD
Elise Ma, MD

EyeMBA Trainee
Sagar H. Rambhia, MD

EyeSTAR Genetics Trainee
Emile Vieta, MD (EyeSTAR Genetics)



Fellows

Cornea/External Ocular Diseases

and Refractive Surgery

Roxana Godiwalla, MD
(Doheny Eye Centers UCLA)

Christian Bardan, MD
Bryan Zarrin, MD

Glaucoma

Adam Tanaka, MD, MPH
(Doheny Eye Centers UCLA)

Robert Gunzenhauser, MD
Alexandra Schulte, MD

Medical Retina and
Ophthalmic Genetics

Marko Popovic, MD

Neuro-Ophthalmology
Thanh-Liem Huynh-Tran, MD

Orbital and Ophthalmic
Plastic Surgery
Katherine Lucarelli, MD
Angela Oh, MD

Pathology (Eye)
None

Pediatric Ophthalmology
and Strabismus

Mona Fayad, MD

Uveitis and Inflammatory
Eye Disease

None

Vitreoretinal Diseases and Surgery

Adrian Au, MD, PhD
Blake Fortes, MD

A. ltzam Marin, MD
Cherilyn Palochak, MD
Prashant Tailor, MD

International Fellows

Cornea Research

Faycal Moujane, MD
Belgium

Comprehensive Ophthalmology/

Cataract
None

Glaucoma
Kwanghyun Lee, MD
South Korea

Abbas Habibi, MD
Iran

Sajad Besharati, MD
Iran

Maryam Ashrafkhorasani, MD
Iran

Medical Retina and
Ophthalmic Genetics

Ahmad Santina, MD
Lebanon

Alessandro Feo, MD

Italy

Shahin Faghihi Habibabadi, MD
Iran

Tal Eshkoly Lior, MD
Israel

Neuro-Ophthalmology

Maryam Golmohommadi, MD
Iran

Orbital and Ophthalmic
Plastic Surgery

Maria Paula Quintero Mutis, MD
Colombia

Pediatric Ophthalmology

Veronika Yehezkeli, MD
Israel

Qing-Yu Meng, MD
China

Uveitis
none

Visual Physiology
None

Vitreoretinal Diseases and Surgery
Hyunduck Kwak, MD

China

Yu-Chien Chung, MD

Taiwan

Rouzbeh Abbasgholizadeh, MD
Turkey

Ceren Soylu, MD

Turkey

Mostafa Mafi, MD

Iran

Kangyeun Pak, MD
South Korea

Predoctoral Research Fellows

Marissa Balagtas
Bita Behziz

Martina Cavallini
Mengzhen Chen
Tierney Daw
Niloufar Ghazavi
Peipei Melody Huang
Kyle Kim

Ravi Komirisetty
Christopher Meredith
Manuel Mora

Karla Murillo

Atharva Shetye
Nathan Siu
Alejandro Torres

Postdoctoral Research Fellows

Mahesh Agarwal, PhD
Sathish Baggam, PhD
Paul Bonezzi, PhD
Priyanka Boro, PhD
Mengzhen Chen, PhD
Arpita Dave, PhD

Lei Fu, PhD

Alejandro Gallego-Ortega, PhD
Juanzi Gao, PhD
Mihir Ghosh, PhD
Rajesh Goit, PhD

Roni Hazim, PhD

Nan Hultgren, PhD
Menglin Li, PhD
Declan Rowley, PhD
Maxime Ruiz, PhD
Saki Sakakura, PhD
Chao Sui, PhD
Jhuwala Venkatakrishnan, PhD
Jungiang Wang, PhD
Xiaoyu Wang, PhD
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Research and Funding




Research and Funding

Vision-Science Research
Active Funding

ADMINISTERED BY THE
STEIN EYE INSTITUTE

Faculty

Anthony J. Aldave, MD

AAV Gene Therapy for Treating
Biallelic SLC4AT11 Mutations
Associated Congenital Hereditary
Endothelial Dystrophy

California Institute for Regenerative
Medicine (CIRM)

Duration: 8/1/23-1/31/26

$970,000

Ava K. Bittner, OD, PhD

Scanning and Detection at Intersections
Schepens Eye Research Institute, The
(AFF. w/ Harvard Univ.)

Duration: 9/1/22-8/31/25

$19,233

Beacon Sensors and Telerehabilitation
to Assess and Improve Use of Devices
for Visual Functioning (BeST-AID)
NIH-National Eye Institute

Duration: 9/30/23-6/30/28

$359,984

Anne L. Coleman, MD, PhD

Impact of Routine Eye Care Coverage
on Access to Eye Care and
Fall-Related Outcomes Among
Low-Income Medicare Enrollees
UCI/NIH-National Eye Institute
Duration: 2/1/23-5/31/26

$65,096

Impact of Routine Eye Care Coverage
on Access to Eye Care and
Fall-Related Outcomes Among
Low-Income Medicare Enrollees

San Diego State University

Research Foundation

Duration: 6/1/22-9/30/26

$22,842

RPB Unrestricted Grant

Research to Prevent Blindness, Inc.
1112-12/31/26

$150,000

Karla Murillo

(Dr. Anne Coleman, mentor)
Examining Mobile Health and
Telehealth Applications to Extend
Access to Ophthalmic Care to
Underserved Rural Communities
Research to Prevent Blindness, Inc.
Duration: 7/1/23-6/1/25

$30,000

Protecting Vision Through Occupational
Eye Clinics for Day Laborers

California Healthcare Foundation
Duration: 8/1/23-10/15/25

$50,000

UCLA Mobile Eye Clinic Program
(UMEC)

Fox Family Foundation

Duration: 10/1/22-10/1/25
$100,000

Joseph L. Demer, MD, PhD
Biomechanical Analysis in
Strabismus Surgery
NIH-National Eye Institute
Duration: 6/1/24-5/31/29
$668,209

Sophie X. Deng, MD, PhD
Safety and Feasibility of Cultivated
Autologous Limbal Stem Cells for
Limbal Stem Cell Deficiency
California Institute for Regenerative
Medicine (CIRM)

Duration: 12/1/19-4/30/27
$2,350,000

Extracellular Vesicle-based Therapy for
Corneal Scars

California Institute for Regenerative
Medicine (CIRM)

Duration: 8/1/23-1/31/26

$646,710

Gordon L. Fain, PhD
Physiology of Photoreceptors
NIH-National Eye Institute
Duration: 1/1/22-12/31/26
$351,000

Greg D. Field, PhD

Visual Signaling from Retina to
Superior Colliculus

NIH-NEI National Eye Institute
Duration: 5/1/23-4/30/29
$524,104
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Molecular and Cellular Requirements for

Crb1 Gene Function in the Onset and
Therapeutic Rescue of an

Inherited Retinal Degeneration
NIH-National Eye Institute
Sub-award from Duke University
Duration: 2/1/24-11/30/28

$71,544

High-Resolution Measurement of
Natural Stimuli and Ethologically
Relevant Behavior as Platform for
Understanding the Nervous System
NIH-National Institutes of Drug Abuse
Sub-award from Duke University
Duration: 2/25/24-1/31/26

$32,441

Plasticity and Function of the
Rod/Cone Gap Junction

Sub-award from University of Houston
NIH-National Eye Institute

Duration: 5/1/23—-4/30/27

$68,381

Dynamic Coding in Retinal Dynamics
Sub-award from the University

of Washington

NIH-National Eye Institute

Duration: 9/1/2024-5/31/2029
$320,380

Alex Huk, PhD

Mechanisms of Persistent
Neural Activity

NEI-National Eye Institute
Duration: 5/1/2023-4/30/2027
$2,092,080

Michael Ip, MD

A Randomized Trial Evaluating
Fenofibrate for Prevention of
Diabetic Retinopathy Worsening
NIH-National Eye Institute
Sub-contract from

Jaeb Center for Health Research
Duration: 4/11/25-12/31/28
$174,959

Kouros Nouri-Mahdavi, MD
Detection of Disease Progression in
Advanced Glaucoma

National Eye Institute

Duration: 3/1/20-2/28/26

$387.500



Yi-Rong Peng, PhD

Deciphering the Molecular
Underpinnings of Foveal Formation
Research to Prevent Blindness, Inc.
Career Development Award
Duration: 1/1/22-12/31/26

$100,000

Transcriptional Control of Neuronal
Position and Connection in the Retina
NIH-National Eye Institute

Duration: 6/1/24-5/31/29

$393,646

Decoding the Formation of
Degeneration of Neural Circuits via
Cell-Type-Specific Surface Proteomics
Brain Research Foundation

Duration: 6/1/24-5/31/26

$80,000

Stacy L. Pineles, MD

Pediatric Eye Disease
Investigator Group (PEDIG) and
Jaeb Center for Health Research
Duration: 1/1/19-12/31/28
$231,200

Randomized Trial of Dichoptic
Treatment for Amblyopia in Children
4 to 7 Years of Age

Pediatric Eye Disease Investigator
Group (PEDIG) and Jaeb Center for
Health Research

Duration: 10/28/24-12/31/28

$6,900

Alapakkam P. Sampath, PhD
Vision Science Training Program
National Eye Institute

Duration: 9/1/22-8/31/27
$172,794

Instrumentation Grant for

Stein Eye Investigators

Bruce Ford and Anne Smith Bundy
Foundation

Duration: 8/16/24-8/15/25
$100,000

Molecular Basis of Photoreceptor Wiring
National Eye Institute

Sub-award from University of Florida
Duration: 5/1/24—-4/30/28

$128,233

Physiology of Retinal Degeneration
NIH-National Eye Institute
Duration: 5/1/25-4/30/29
$449,920

David Sarraf, MD

In Vivo Ultrastructure of
Chorioretinal Disease

NIH-National Eye Institute

Sub-award from Doheny Eye Institute
Duration: 9/30/21-8/31/24

$21146

In Vivo Characterization of

Retinal Hemodynamics

NIH-NEI National Eye Institute
Sub-award from Doheny Eye Institute
Duration: 9/30/22—-7/31/26

$73,975

Gabriel H. Travis, MD

Mechanisms for Light-Driven
Chromophore Synthesis by

Miiller Cells to Regenerate Cone Opsin
and Maintain Cone Sensitivity
NIH-National Eye Institute

Duration: 1/1/20-12/31/25

$430,727

Functional Characterization of the
ABCA4 Transporter in Photoreceptors
from a Zebrafish Model of

Recessive Stargardt Disease
Research to Prevent Blindness, Inc.
Duration: 7/1/2021-3/31/2025
$300,000

Victoria L. Tseng, MD, PhD
Neovascular Glaucoma: Individual and
Neighborhood-Level Associations
with Incidence and Outcomes in the
California Medicare Population
Research to Prevent Blindness, Inc.
11/23-12/31/27

$150,000

Edmund Tsui, MD, MS
Objective Measures of
Intraocular Inflammation in
Pediatric Anterior Uveitis
NIH-National Eye Institute
Duration: 9/1/21-7/31/26
$246,583

Objective Quantification of
Vitreous Inflammation Using
Optical Coherence Tomography
NIH-National Eye Institute
Duration: 2/1/23-1/31/26
$249,988

Adalimumab Levels in Induction Control
for Chronic Anterior Uveitis

Sub-award from Children’s Hospital

of Philadelphia

Childhood Arthritis and Rheumatology
Research Alliance (CARRA)

Duration: 7/1/2024-4/14/2026

$2156

Irena Tsui, MD

Neonatal Optical Coherence
Tomography Angiography to Assess
the Effects of Postnatal Exposures
on Retinal Development and Predict
Neurodevelopmental Outcomes
NIH-National Eye Institute

Duration: 7/1/23-6/30/27

$406,750

David S. Williams, PhD
Vision Research Core at UCLA
National Eye Institute
Duration: 9/1/20-6/30/25
$779,998

Cellular Mechanisms of
Photoreceptor Disk Morphogenesis
NIH-NEI National Eye Institute
Duration: 5/1/22-3/31/26

$458,936

Outer Segment Tip Ingestion
by the RPE

NIH-National Eye Institute
Duration: 1/1/25-12/31/29
$301,868

Roni Hazim, PhD

(Dr. David Williams, mentor)
In-Depth Molecular Studies of
Dynein Transport in the RPE
NIH-National Eye Institute
Duration: 6/1/23-5/31/25
$208,798

Nan Hultgren, PhD

(Dr. David Williams, mentor)
Understanding How Mitochondrial
Interaction with Other Organelles in the
Retinal Pigment Epithelium (RPE)

Affect Its Function in the Outer Retina
NIH-National Eye Institute

Duration: 1/1/24-12/31/25

$229,650

Xian-Jie Yang, PhD

Metabolism and Neuronal Viability of
the Retina

NIH-NEI National Eye Institute
Duration: 9/30/22-7/31/26
$390,000

Yuhua Zhang, PhD

In Vivo Characterization of

Metabolic Function of Photoreceptors
and Retinal Pigment Epithelium Cells in
Age-Related Macular Degeneration
Research to Prevent Blindness, Inc.
Duration: 1/1/22-12/31/27

$150,000
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In Vivo Imaging of the Human Retina
at the Molecular Level

NIH-National Eye Institute and
Doheny Eye Institute

Duration: 3/1/24-2/28/28

$105,142

Joel Zylberberg, PhD

Dynamic Coding in Retinal Dynamics
Sub-award from the University

of Washington

NIH-National Eye Institute

Duration: 9/1/2024-5/31/2029
$145,479

CIFAR Fellow Award for Learning in
Machines and Brains

Canadian Institute for Advanced
Research (CIFAR)

Duration: 4/1/2025-3/31/2026
$20,721

Vision-Science Research
Active Funding

ADMINISTERED BY THE
DOHENY EYE INSTITUTE

Faculty

Steven Barnes, PhD

Visual Processing by GABA-pH
Hybrid Feedback at the
Photoreceptor Synapse

The Plum Foundation

Duration: 7/22/20-9/30/25
$110,000

Retinal Ganglion Cell Signaling
Regulated by Intrinsic Oxygen Species
National Eye Institute

Duration: 8/1/23-3/31/28

$250,000

[Physiology] Intrinsic lon Channels
Reduce Excitability During

Energy Stress

Glaucoma Research Foundation
Duration: 3/1/25-2/28/26
$27,500

Deborah Ferrington, PhD

Role of Immunoproteasome in
Airway Viral Infection

National Jewish Health

Sub-award on NIAID Grant AI50082
Duration: 5/1/22-4/30/25

$83,999

Deciphering Mechanisms Associated
with High-Risk AMD Genotypes for
ARMS/HTRA1 and Complement
Factor H

National Eye Institute

Duration: 9/30/22-8/31/25

$282116

Mitochondrial Defects in the Retinal
Pigment Epithelium and the

CFH Risk Allele for Age-Related
Macular Degeneration

National Eye Institute

Duration: 9/30/22-6/30/26
$500,306

Ram Kannan, PhD

Novel Mechanism of Subretinal Fibrosis
in Age-Related Macular Degeneration
National Eye Institute

Duration: 5/1/20—-4/30/25

$309,041
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Therapeutic Strategies for
Mitochondrial-Based Optic Diseases via
Upregulation of OPAT Expression and
Mitochondrial Function in RPE Using
Antisense Oligonucleotides, Part 2
Stoke Therapeutics, Inc.

Duration: 12/8/23-7/31/25

$147,912

Therapeutic Strategies for
Mitochondrial-based Optic Diseases via
Upregulation of OPAT Expression

and Mitochondrial Function in

RPE Cells Using Antisense
Oligonucleotides, Part 3

Stoke Therapeutics, Inc.

Duration: 2/20/25-2/20/26

$179,239

SriniVas R. Sadda, MD
Functionally Validated Structural
Endpoints for Early AMD

University of Alabama at Birmingham
Sub-award on NEI Grant EY029595
Duration: 5/1/19-2/28/25

$158,464

Epidemiology of Biomarkers of
AMD Progression

National Eye Institute

Duration: 9/30/21-8/31/27
$481737

iSafe/VCCM

NASA/KBR Wyle
Sub-award on NASA Prime
Duration: 10/1/19-9/30/26
$18,187

NASA SANSA

NASA

Sub-award from University of
California, San Diego
Duration: 8/22/22-8/21/25
$27,582

In vivo Imaging of the Human Retina at
the Molecular Level

National Eye Institute

Duration: 3/1/24-2/29/28

$413,020

Alfredo Sadun, MD, PhD
National Institute on Aging
Sub-award on Cedars-Sinai Prime
Duration: 9/30/23-6/30/28
$15,000

Deming Sun, MD

Role of IL-17+ Autoreactive T Cells in
Experimental Autoimmune Uveitis (EAU)
National Eye Institute

Duration: 1/1/20-12/31/24

$270,547



Yuhua Zhang, PhD

In Vivo Ultrastructure of
Chorioretinal Disease
National Eye Institute
Duration: 1/1/15-8/31/25
$258,566

In Vivo Characterizations of
Retinal Hemodynamics
National Eye Institute
Duration: 9/30/22-7/31/26
$270,721

Novel Retinal Higher-Order Capillary
Hemodynamics Imaging for Detecting
Cerebral Small Vessel Disease

National Institute of Health

Sub-award on University of Miami Prime
Duration: 9/15/24-9/14/25

$250,000

Clinical Research
Active Funding

ADMINISTERED BY UCLA

Anthony J. Aldave, MD

A Phase lla, Randomized,
Double-Masked, Placebo-Controlled,
Parallel-Group, Multicenter Study
Assessing the Efficacy and Safety of
STN1010904 Ophthalmic Suspension
0.03% and 0.1% Compared with Vehicle
in Subjects with Fuchs Endothelial
Corneal Dystrophy (FECD)
PHANTOM Study

Duration: 2/3/23-2/2/27

$144,089

A Phase 2, Multicenter, Randomized,
Controlled, Double-Masked, Clinical
Trial to Evaluate the Efficacy and Safety
of OC-01 (Varenicline) Nasal Spray in
Subjects with Neurotrophic Keratopathy
(the Olympia Study) (Protocol# OPP-102)
QOyster Point Pharma, Inc.

Duration: 8/11/21-8/10/25

$53,936

A Phase 2, Randomized, Prospective,
Double-Masked, Vehicle-Controlled
Study to Assess the Efficacy and Safety
of Nexagon® (NEXAGON) Applied
Topically in Subjects with Corneal
Persistent Epithelial Defects (PED)
Resulting from Severe Ocular
Chemical and Orthermal Injuries
(Protocol# NEX-PED-005)

OcuNexus Therapeutics, Inc.
Duration: 3/8/22-3/7/26

$45775

A Study to Evaluate the Safety and
Efficacy of KPI-012 Ophthalmic Solution
in Participants with Persistent Corneal
Epithelial Defect (PCED)

(Protocol # KPI-012-C-001)

Combangio, Inc.

Duration: 3/26/24-3/25/28

$121,887

Diabetes Endothelial Keratoplasty Study
(DEKS): Impact of Diabetes on

Corneal Transplant Success and
Endothelial Cell Loss

JAEB Center for Health Research
Duration: 1/27/22—-4/30/26

$15,000

Benjamin B. Bert, MD

Observational Study of Conjunctivitis of
Dupixent Treatment for

Atopic Dermatitis

Regeneron Pharmaeuticals

Duration: 3/11/21-3/10/26

$163,828
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Clémence Bonnet, MD, PhD
Structural and Functional Changes of
Corneal Innervation After Treatment
with Cenegermin

Dompé S.p.A. (20-000833)

Duration: 3/12/20-5/31/26

$287,946

Sophie X. Deng, MD, PhD

A Multi-Center, Randomized,
Double-Masked, Vehicle-Controlled,
Parallel-Group, Study to Evaluate
the Safety and Efficacy of

CSB-001 Ophthalmic Solution 0.1% in
Stage 2 and 3 Neurotrophic
Keratitis Subjects

Claris Biotherapeutics, Inc.

Duration: 9/9/21-9/8/25

$95,196

ST266-PED-202

Noveome Biotherapeutics, Inc.
Duration: 2/8/22-2/7/26
$202,440

Brian A. Francis, MD, MS
A Prospective, Multicenter
Clinical Study to Evaluate the
Safety and Effectiveness of
Ab Externo Implantation of
Glaucoma Gel Stent

AbbVie, Inc.

Duration: 5/9/23-12/31/25
$181,974

Michael B. Gorin, MD, PhD
ALK-001 (16-0116)

Alkeus Pharmaceuticals
Duration: 5/23/16-11/20/25
$57395

SOLSTICE (20-000696)
NightstaRX

Duration: 11/17/20-11/16/25
$377,557

Michael Ip, MD

ADV-022-11 (22-1082)
Adverum Biotechnologies
Duration: 10/26/22-10/25/26
$210,189

ALXN2040-GA-201 (21-1957)
Alexion Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Duration: 11/21/22-11/20/26
$297,870

ISEE2008

IVERIC Bio, Inc.
Duration: 7/1/20-7/1/25
$232,530

ISEE2009 (23-5018)
IVERIC Bio, Inc.
Duration: 6/9/23-6/8/27
$104,643



OTT166-201(22-1019)
OcuTerra Therapeutics, Inc.
Duration: 12/20/22-12/19/26
$221534

OTX-TKI-2023-AMD-301 (24-5013)
Ocular Therpautix, Inc.

Duration: 7/10/24—7/9/28
$388,321

RGX-314-2104 (21-1374)
REGENXBIO, Inc.
Duration: 12/2/21-12/1/25
$395,430

RGX-314-5101
REGENCXBIO, Inc.
Duration: 12/20/24-12/19/28
$141,921

KS301P103 (21-0073)
Kodiak Sciences, Inc.
Duration: 9/22/21-9/21/25
$162,638

KS301P105

Kodiak Sciences, Inc.
Duration: 9/23/21-9/23/25
$80,068

APL2-GA-305 (21-0534)
Apellis Pharmaceuticals
Duration: 11/4/21-11/3/25
$364,425

Colin A. McCannel, MD
GR40549

Genentech, Inc.

Duration: 11/26/18—4/10/25
$571,210

Tara A. McCannel, MD, PhD
AU-011-202

Aura Biosciences, Inc.
Duration: 4/16/21-4/15/25
$268788

AU-011-301

Aura Biosciences, Inc.
Duration: 8/11/25-8/10/29
$237997

Daniel B. Rootman, MD, MS
VGN-TED-301(22-027)

Sling Therapeutics

Duration: 12/16/22-12/15/26
$150, 932

VGN-TED-302 (24-5105)
Sling Therapeutics
Duration: 3/27/24-5/6/28
$199,594

SriniVas R. Sadda, MD

Belite Bio

Phase 3, Multicenter, Randomized,
Double-masked Placebo-Controlled
Study of Tinlarebant to Explore
Safety and Efficacy in the
Treatment of Geographic Atrophy
(the PHOENIX Study)

Duration: 11/29/23-11/28/27
$205,628

Boehringer-Ingelheim

Diabetic Muscular Ischemia in
Patients with Diabetic Retinopathy
Treated with Panrental
Photocoagulation

Duration: 2/9/2021-10/27/2025
$136,027

Alfredo A. Sadun, MD, PhD
GS-LHON-CLIN-05

GenSight Biologics

Duration: 8/23/18-7/28/25
$0

Edmund Tsui, MD, MS
ADalimumab Versus Conventional
ImmunoSupprEssion for Uveitis
(ADVISE) Trial

National Eye Institute

Sub-award from

Johns Hopkins University
Duration: 9/30/18-8/31/25
$30,000
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Kowa FM-700

Kowa Research Institute, Inc.
Duration: 2/1/20-4/25/25
$0

2103

Acelyrin, Inc.

Duration: 9/27/22-9/26/26
$251,971

The LEOPARD Study: Efficacy and
Safety of Dexamethasone

Ophthalmic Suspension Eye Drops in
Uveitic and Postsurgical Macular Edema
Global Ophthalmic Research Center
Duration: 5/20/23-5/19/25

$472,634

GR44277

Genentech, Inc.

Duration: 2/22/23-2/22/27
$435,299

PVT-2201-201

Priovant Therapeutics, Inc.
Duration: 2/14/23-2/13/27
$92,378

PVT-2201-303

Priovant Therapeutics, Inc.
Duration: 10/23/24-10/23/28
$280,931

Imaging Biomarkers in Juvenile
Idiopathic Arthritis-Associated Uveitis
Pfizer Health Solutions Inc.

Duration: 6/16/21-6/30/24

$150,000

Comparison of Biometry Measurements
Using Cylite HP-OCT and

Argos SS-OCT in Dense Cataracts
Cylite Pty Ltd.

Duration: 1/18/21-1/17/26

$25,573



Clinical Research Studies

Clinical Trials

RECRUITING IN
FISCAL YEAR 2025

ATS23 Amblyopia (24-5245)
Amblyopia Treatment Study 23 is a
randomized trial of dichoptic treatment
for amblyopia in children 4 to 7 years of
age. Investigator: Stacy Pineles, MD.

AU-0M

AU-O11is a phase 3 trial of belzupacap
sarotalocan (AU-011) treatment ver-
sus sham in subjects with primary
indeterminate lesions or small cho-
roidal melanoma. Investigator:

Tara McCannel, MD.

CHOP-ADA Level Uveitis (24-5326)
CHOP-ADA Level Uveitis is a study
evaluating Adalimubab levels in induc-
tion control for chronic anterior uveitis.
Investigators: Edmund Tsui, MD, and
Judy Chen, MD.

Gene Therapy Study for GA
Secondary to AMD (22-5125)

A phase 2b, randomized, double-
masked, multicenter, dose-ranging,
sham-controlled clinical trial to
evaluate intravitreal JNJ-81201887
(AAVCAGsCD59) compared to sham
procedure for the treatment of geo-
graphic atrophy (GA) secondary to
age-related macular degeneration
(AMD). Investigators: Prasad Pradeep,
MD, Adrian Au, MD, Aya Barzelay
Wollman, MD, Blake Fortes, MD,
Hamid Hosseinin, MD, David Lozano,
MD, Moritz Pettenkofer, MD, Melanie
Schmitz, NP, Jiwei Sheng, MD, and
Stefanie Uechi, NP.

IDE196-009 Ocular Melanoma
(23-001460)

Neoadjuvant IDE196 (Darovasertib) in
patients with localized ocular mela-
noma (IDE196-009). Investigators: Tara
McCannel, MD, Adrian Au, MD, Bartosz
Chmielowski, MD, Meetal Dharia, MD,
John Glaspy, MD, Alejandro Marin,
Cherilyn Palochak, MD, Antoni Ribas,
MD, Prashant Tailor, MD, and Deborah
Wong, MD.

ISEE2009 Macular Degeneration
(23-5018)

An open-label extension (OLE) phase
3 trial to assess the safety of intra-
vitreal administration of Avacincaptad
Pegol (complement C5 inhibitor) in
patients with geographic atrophy who
previously completed phase 3 study
ISEE2008 (GATHER?2). Investigators:
Michael Ip, MD, Adrian Au, MD, Hamid
Hosseini, MD, Moritz Pettenkofer, MD,
and Pradeep Prasad, MD, MBA.

Jaeb Protocol AF Non-proliferative
Diabetic Retinopathy (24-5762)

A randomized clinical trial evaluating
fenofibrate for prevention of diabetic
retinopathy worsening (Protocol AF).
Investigators: Michael Ip, MD, Kirk Hou,
MD, and Gad Heilweil, MD.

K-321-301(23-5047)

A double-masked, randomized,
placebo-controlled, parallel-group,
12-week administration with two-
week gradual dose taper phase and
38-week follow-up phase, phase 3
study to investigate the safety and
efficacy of ripasudil (K-321) eye drops
after descemetorhexis in subjects with
Fuchs endothelial corneal dystrophy.
Investigators: Sophie X. Deng, MD,
PhD, and Anthony J. Aldave, MD.

KPI-012 Ophthalmic Solution (23-5170)
A study to evaluate the safety and effi-
cacy of KPI-012 ophthalmic solution

in participants with persistent corneal
epithelial defect (PCED). Investigators:
Anthony J. Aldave, MD, Seyed Reza
Ghaffari, MD, Melanie Schmtz, NP, and
Stefanie Uechi, NP.

MEERKAT Study (Genentech)
(22-5108)

A phase lll, multicenter, randomized,
double-masked, sham-controlled study
to investigate the efficacy, safety, phar-
macokinetics, and pharmacodynamics
of RO7200220 administered intravit-
really in patients with uveitic macular
edema. Investigators: Edmund Tsui,
MD, Adrian Au, MD, Judy Chen, MD,
Blake Fortes, MD, Moritz Petenkofer,
MD, Pradeep Prasad, MD, and Irena
Tsui, MD.

OTX-TKI-2023-AMD-301 (24-5013)
A phase 3, multicenter, double-
masked, randomized, parallel-group
study to evaluate the efficacy and
safety of intravitreal OTX-TKI (axitinib
implant) in subjects with neovascular
age-related macular degeneration/
OTX-TKI-2023-AMD-301. Investi-
gators: Michael S. Ip, MD, and Gad
Heilweil, MD.

Priovant PVT-2201-303 Uveitis
(24-5274)

A phase 3 randomized, double-
masked, placebo-controlled study to
investigate the safety and efficacy of
oral brepocitinib in adults with active,
non-infectious intermediate-, posterior-,
and panuveitis. Investigators: Edmund
Tsui, MD, Adrian Au, MD, Judy Chen,
MD, Alejandro Marin, MD, Cherilyn
Palochak, MD, and Prashant Tailor, MD.

RGX-314-2104 (21-1374)

A randomized, partially masked, con-
trolled, phase 2b/3 clinical study to
evaluate the efficacy and safety of
RGX-314 gene therapy in participants
with wet AMD (ATMOSPHERE). Inves-
tigators: Michael S. Ip, MD, Irena Tsui,
MD, and Gad Heilweil, MD.

RGX-314-5101 nAMD (23-5267)

A long-term follow-up study to evalu-
ate the safety and efficacy of RGX-314
following subretinal administration in
participants with neovascular age-
related macular degeneration and fel-
low eye treatment substudy. Investiga-
tor: Michael Ip, MD.

Safety and Feasibility of Cultivated
Autologous Limbal Stem Cells (LSCs)
for Limbal Stem Cell Deficiency
(19-1056)

Cell therapy using cultivated autolo-
gous LSCs has been developed as a
potentially better alternative to vari-
ous direct transplantation methods
of limbal tissues, as it greatly lowers
the risk of damage to the donor eye
by decreasing the amount of tissues
that need to be harvested from the
donor. Investigators: Sophie X. Deng,
MD, Anthony J. Aldave, MD, and Vivian
Shibayama, OD.
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VGN-TED-302 (24-5105)

A multicenter, extension study to eval-
uate the efficacy, safety, pharmaco-
kinetics, and pharmacodynamics of
two doses of linsitinib in subjects with
active, moderate-to-severe thyroid eye
disease (TED). Investigator: Daniel B.
Rootman, MD, MS.

Xiidra Study (19-000843)

This is a prospective study evaluating
the benefit of Xiidra in treating patients
currently using one or more topical
glaucoma antihypertensives and who
self-describe symptoms of ocular sur-
face irritation. Investigators: Benjamin
B. Bert, MD, and Brian A. Francis,

MD, MS.

Clinical Trials

NOT RECRUITING IN
FISCAL YEAR 2025

ABP 938 (20-0448)

A randomized, double-masked, phase
3 study of ABP 938 efficacy and safety
compared to aflibercept (Eylea®) in
subjects with neovascular age-related
macular degeneration. Investigators:

David Sarraf, MD, Michael B. Gorin, MD,

PhD, and Colin A. McCannel, MD.

Acelyrin Non-infectious Intermediate
Uveitis, Posterior Uveitis or Panuveitis
Phase 2 Study of Izokibep (22-0504)
A phase 2 dose-finding study to evalu-
ate the efficacy, safety, and immuno-
genicity of izokibep in subjects with
noninfectious intermediate uveitis,
posterior uveitis or panuveitis. Investi-
gators: Edmund Tsui, MD, MS, Gary N.
Holland, MD, and Judy L. Chen, MD.

APL2-GA-305 (21-0534)

A phase 3, open-label, multicenter,
extension study to evaluate the long-
term safety and efficacy of pegceta-
coplan in subjects with geographic
atrophy secondary to age-related
macular degeneration. Investigator:
Michael S. Ip, MD.

ASP7317 (17-000835)

A phase 1b, multicenter, dose escala-
tion, evaluation of safety and toler-
ability of ASP7317 for geographic atro-
phy secondary to age-related macular
degeneration. Investigators: Pradeep
Prasad, MD, Adrian Au, MD, Aya
Barzelay, MD, Jennifer Grossman, MD,
Hamid Hosseini, MD, Kirk Hou, MD,
David Lozano, MD, Alejandro Marin,
MD, Colin McCannel, MD, Maureen
Mcmahon, MD, Cherilyn Palochak, MD,

Moritz Pettenkofer, MD, Prashant Tailor,

MD, and Irena Tsui, MD.

Corneal Nerves After Cenegermin—
Dompe (20-0833)

This study is to determine the struc-
tural and functional effects of cene-
germin on the cornea, using noninva-
sive technologies, including the Ocular
Surface Disease Index, corneal sensi-
tivity testing, tear film testing, imaging,
and confocal microscopy. Investiga-

tors: Clemence Bonnet, MD, Anthony J.

Aldave, MD, Saba Al-Hashimi, MD, and
Sophie X. Deng, MD, PhD.
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Corticosteroids for Uveitic Macular
Edema (ADVISE) (19-0668)

This research study compares three
treatments for macular edema in
patients who have uveitis. Macular
edema is swelling of the retina at the
back of the eye, and it can cause vision
loss. The standard treatment is to inject
corticosteroid drugs next to the eye

or directly into the eye. Investigators:
Edmund Tsui, MD, MS, Gary N. Holland,
MD, and Colin A. McCannel, MD.

ESK-001-014 OPTYK 1 Panuveitis
(23-5169)

A proof-of-concept, randomized,
double-masked study to evaluate

the efficacy and safety of ESK-001

in patients with active noninfectious
intermediate, posterior, or panuveitis
(OPTYK-1). Investigators: Edmund Tsui,
MD, and Judy Chen, MD.

Evaluation of a New Drug for

Alkeus Stargardt Disease (16-0116)
The study purpose is to find out
whether a new drug for Stargardt dis-
ease is safe and effective. There are
currently no proven treatments for
Stargardt disease, a disease that leads
to blindness in almost all cases. Investi-
gators: Michael B. Gorin, MD, PhD, and
Steven Nusinowitz, PhD.

Multicenter, Open-Label Extension
Study to Evaluate the Long-Term
Safety and Tolerability of the Port
Delivery System with Ranibizumab in
Patients with Neovascular Age-Related
Macular Degeneration (PORTAL)
(18-1405)

Continuous delivery of ranibizumab
from the implant, with a prolonged
fixed period between refills, is a novel
approach that may result in less-
frequent need for retreatment than
monthly dosing and patient monitor-
ing. Investigators: Colin A. McCannel,
MD, Pradeep S. Prasad, MD, MBA, and
David Sarraf, MD.

Phantom Trial FECD (22-0912)

A phase lla, randomized, double-
masked, placebo-controlled, parallel-
group, multicenter study assessing

the efficacy and safety of STN1010904
ophthalmic suspension 0.03% and
0.1% compared with vehicle in subjects
with Fuchs endothelial corneal dys-
trophy (FECD). Investigators: Anthony
J. Aldave, MD, Saba Al-Hashimi, MD,
Sophie X. Deng, MD, PhD, Simon Fung,
MD, MA, and Reza Ghaffari, MD.



Priovant NEPTUNE Study (22-5103)

A phase 2 randomized, double-
masked, dose-ranging study to inves-
tigate the safety and efficacy of oral
brepocitinib in adults with active non-
infectious intermediate-, posterior-, and
pan-uveitis. Investigators: Edmund Tsui,
MD, MS, and Judy L. Chen, MD.

VGN-TED-301 (22-0271)

A phase 2b, randomized, double-mask,
placebo-controlled, study to evalu-

ate the safety, pharmacokinetics, and
efficacy of linsitinib in subjects with
active, moderate-to-severe thyroid eye
disease (TED). Investigator: Daniel B.
Rootman, MD, MS.

XEN45 AbbVie Study (22-5039)

A prospective, multicenter clinical
study to evaluate the safety and effec-
tiveness of ab externo implantation of
glaucoma gel stent. Investigators: Brian
A. Francis, MD, MS, and Victoria L.
Tseng, MD, PhD.

Zoster Eye Disease Study (ZEDS)
(17-0982)

The purpose of this study is to find out
whether one year of a low dose of vala-
cyclovir reduces complications of shin-
gles affecting the eye. The study will
involve two groups of participants who
have eye problems due to shingles.
One group will receive daily valacyclo-
vir medication and the other group will
receive a placebo. Investigators: Gary
N. Holland, MD, Anthony J. Aldave, MD,
Sophie X. Deng, MD, PhD, and John A.
Irvine, MD.

Clinical Studies

Al Imaging Analysis (25-0614)

This study is to assess whether vas-
cular pathology features quantified
using Emagix algorithms are compa-
rable to expert diagnoses based on
manual image inspection. Additionally,
the study aims to examine the capabil-
ity of Al-measured vascular pathology
features to predict disease progres-
sion and patient response to treat-
ment, thereby evaluating the potential
of these algorithms to support clinical
decision-making and improve patient
outcomes. Investigator: Edmund Tsui,
MD, MS.

AMD Ryan Initiative Study—
Longitudinal Study of Early AMD and
Reticular Pseudodrusen

The primary objectives of the study are
to enroll participants with early AMD to
assess rate of change in drusen vol-
ume and progression rates to large
drusen and associate these morpho-
logic changes with psychophysical
changes, including visual acuity and
dark adaptation. Investigators: Michael
B. Gorin, MD, PhD, and SriniVas R.
Sadda, MD.

Analysis of the Corneal and

Limbal Epithelial Changes in

Limbal Stem Cell Deficiency Using

In Vivo Confocal Microscopy
Investigators are working to establish a
system for diagnosing limbal stem cell
deficiency at a cellular level by corre-
lating the information from impression
cytology tests, confocal microscopy
pictures, and medical records. Inves-
tigators: Anthony J. Aldave, MD, and
Sophie X. Deng, MD, PhD.

ANTERION SS-OCT (22-1545)

Swept source optical coherence
tomography (SS-OCT) will be used to
capture detailed images of patients
with various eye conditions, includ-
ing cataracts, corneal and macular
diseases, optic nerve disorders, iris
abnormalities, and uveitis. The high-
resolution images obtained from
SS-OCT will be compared to those
taken with standard imaging devices,
such as the FDA-approved Optovue
OCT, to evaluate differences and
potential advantages of this newer
technology. Investigators: Edmund
Tsui, MD, MS, Gary N. Holland, MD, and
Judy L. Chen, MD.

Anterior Chamber Flare
Measurements (19-1602)

The evaluation and detection of inflam-
mation is critical in management of
uveitis. Flare, which is one of the com-
monly assessed ocular inflammation
parameters, is the appearance of light
reflected from solutes in the anterior
chamber. This study seeks to compare
two platforms of laser flare photometry
and to evaluate the reproducibility of
these measurements. Investigators:
Edmund Tsui, MD, MS, and Gary N.
Holland, MD.

Anterior Imaging of Ocular Muscles
Presbyopia is poorly understood and
may be due to the lens in the eye
becoming harder or the muscles that
help focus vision for reading becoming
weaker with age. The aim of this study
is to utilize OCT imaging technology to
better understand and develop thera-
pies to combat presbyopia. Investiga-
tor: Alex A. Huang, MD, PhD.

Arm-Mounted Heidelberg OCT-A

for Noninvasive Vascular Zone
Imaging in Infants with Retinopathy of
Prematurity (ROP)

This study evaluates OCT-A imag-

ing data on preterm infants who are
screened and/or treated for ROP, espe-
cially evaluating the potentially benefi-
cial effects of anti-VEGF treatment on
foveal development and visual out-
comes. Investigators: Alex A. Huang,
MD, PhD, and Irena Tsui, MD.

Beacon Sensors and Telerehabilitation
The primary goal of this project is to
refine the methods and procedures for
implementing innovative technologies
for low-vision rehabilitation in order to
develop future protocols for random-
ized controlled trials. Investigators: Ava
K. Bittner, OD, PhD, Melissa Chun, OD,
and Jennie Kageyama, OD.
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Biomechanical Analysis in

Strabismus Surgery

This study aims to develop new diag-
nostic tests and computer models that
will lead to improvements in strabismus
surgery. Tests of binocular alignment
and eye movements, as well as mag-
netic resonance imaging of the extra-
ocular muscles, are being performed

in the Institute’s Clinical and Basic
Science Ocular Motility Laboratory
before and after strabismus surgery. To
date, this research has fundamentally
contributed to the knowledge of the
functional anatomy of the extraocular
muscles and connective tissues and
allowed discovery of causes of com-
mon strabismus and development of
new types of surgeries. Investigator:
Joseph L. Demer, MD, PhD.

CAPRICORN (23-5071)

This study will collect and analyze
genetic material from patients with cor-
neal ulcers across multiple sites, enroll-
ing a total of 1,200 participants includ-
ing 100 at UCLA. Each patient will be
evaluated over two visits spaced one
month apart, during which up to three
ocular surface swabs will be collected.
These samples will be sent to the Uni-
versity of California, San Francisco, for
advanced DNA testing aimed at iden-
tifying the pathogens responsible for
infection. Investigators: Edmund Tsui,
MD, MS, and Amanda Lu, MD.

Characteristics of the Brow-Eyelid
Margin Relationship

The study purpose is to determine if
changing the effect of gravity has an
effect on eyelid position. Investigators:
Robert Alan Goldberg, MD, and Daniel
B. Rootman, MD, MS.

Choroideremia Health Outcomes
The purpose of this observational
study is to gather information on
patient and caregiver experience with
choroideremia. Investigator: Michael
Gorin, MD, PhD.

Clinical Measurements of the

Optic Nerve in Glaucoma

The goal of this study is to develop
novel structural measures of the optic
nerve and nerve fiber layer, which are
sensitive and specific for early and
progressive glaucomatous optic nerve
damage. Investigators: Joseph Caprioli,
MD, Anne L. Coleman, MD, PhD, and
Simon K. Law, MD, PharmD.

Comparison of MHz OCT to

Standard OCT Imaging

This study will test a new MHz OCT
system developed by engineering
collaborators and compare the per-
formance of this new OCT system to

a standard clinical OCT device. The
newly designed OCT system will be
five to 10 times faster, leading to a
marked improvement in resolution and
significant reduction of artifacts. Inves-
tigator: Kouros Nouri-Mahdavi, MD.

Development of a Behavioral
Intervention with Socially Assistive
Robots to Enhance Magnification
Device Use for Reading

The primary goals of this research are
to perform the initial development and
preliminary evaluation of a prototype
socially assistive robot specifically for
low vision rehabilitation involving read-
ing with magnifiers, in order to develop
future protocols for larger scale clinical
trials. Investigators: Ava K. Bittner, OD,
PhD, Melissa Chun, OD, and Jennie
Kageyama, OD.

Effect of External Eyelid Weighting

on Lid Position in Normal and

Ptosis Patients

This investigation compares the abil-
ity of normal and ptotic patients to
maintain eyelid position by adapting
to acute and dramatic changes in pro-
tracting forces by using eyelid weights.
This project will help elucidate the
physiology of the eyelid position main-
tenance system and provide insight
into its ability to respond to changes

in disease. Investigator: Daniel B.
Rootman, MD, MS.

Effect of Glaucoma Drainage Devices
on the Cornea in Comparison to
Filtering Surgery with Antimetabolites
in Cases of Glaucoma

This study aims to evaluate the endo-
thelial cell number in patients undergo-
ing glaucoma drainage device implan-
tation as part of their regular eye care
in comparison to the endothelial cell
number in patients having filtering
surgery with antimetabolites or medi-
cal treatment. Investigators: JOAnn

A. Giaconi, MD, Joseph Caprioli, MD,
Anne L. Coleman, MD, PhD, Simon

K. Law, MD, PharmD, and Kouros
Nouri-Mahdavi, MD.
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Effect of Yoga on Glaucoma

The purpose of this study is to exam-
ine the practice of yoga and its ability
to improve a patient’s vision by reliev-
ing stress and reducing eye pres-
sure. Investigator: Anne L. Coleman,
MD, PhD.

Evaluating a Microshunt for the
Treatment of Glaucoma

This study is to assess the safety and
efficacy of a microshunt when used

to lower intraocular pressure (IOP)

in subjects with primary open angle
glaucoma whose IOP is not controlled
when using maximum-tolerated glau-
coma medications. Investigators:
Joseph Caprioli, MD, Anne L. Coleman,
MD, PhD, JoAnn A. Giaconi, MD, Simon
K. Law, MD, PharmD, and Brian A.
Francis, MD, MS.

Extended-Use Program of
Elamipretide Topical Ophthalmic
Solution for Patients with Leber
Hereditary Optic Neuropathy (LHON)
This extended-use program is to pro-
vide elamipretide to patients with
LHON previously enrolled in the
SPILH-201 clinical trial who are still ben-
efitting from treatment per the discre-
tion of the treating physician. Investiga-
tors: Alfredo A. Sadun, MD, and Rustum
Karanjia, MD.

Eye DMI

This epidemiological study evaluates
the prevalence and progression of dia-
betic macular ischemia in patients with
diabetic retinopathy treated with pan-
retinal photocoagulation. Investigator:
David Sarraf, MD.

Eye Health Imaging Study

The purpose of this study is to expand
the normative database for the
Heidelberg Spectralis OCT by collect-
ing ophthalmic data from healthy eyes
of people of Hispanic/Latino, Asian,
and African American descent. Investi-
gators: Kouros Nouri-Mahdavi, MD, and
Joseph Caprioli, MD.



Field Test of Glaucoma Outcomes
Survey (GOS)

The American Glaucoma Society is
interested to learn how quality of life
improves for patients after minimally
invasive glaucoma surgery combined
with cataract surgery. They have
designed a questionnaire and are
conducting research to find out how
reliable the questionnaire is as a tool
for measuring patient quality of life
after surgery. Investigator: Brian A.
Francis, MD.

Genetic and Anatomic Studies of

Eye Movement Disorders

This study is conducting magnetic
resonance imaging of the extraocu-

lar muscles. This procedure clarifies
the phenotypes and mechanisms of
congenital cranial dysinnervation syn-
dromes whose hereditary properties
have been characterized using modern
molecular genetics. Patients with these
syndromes have severe forms of stra-
bismus. Investigator: Joseph L. Demer,
MD, PhD.

Glaucoma Imaging Study

This study is evaluating different imag-
ing techniques and their use in improv-
ing open-angle glaucoma detection.
Investigators: Kouros Nouri-Mahdavi,
MD, and Joseph Caprioli, MD.

Hyaluronic Acid Gels for Upper Lid
Retraction in Active State

Thyroid Eye Disease

This study is to determine if hyaluronic
acid gel (HAG) can be used to cor-

rect upper eyelid retraction, improve
dry eye related symptoms, aesthetic
appearance, and quality of life in
active-stage thyroid eye disease (TED).
The study also aims to determine the
long-term outcome of TED and how
long the effects of HAG can last. Inves-
tigator: Daniel B. Rootman, MD, MS.

Identifying Novel Genes for Fuchs
Corneal Endothelial Dystrophy
Investigators are working to identify
the gene(s) responsible for Fuchs cor-
neal endothelial dystrophy, an inher-
ited disorder that may result in irre-
versible corneal swelling and loss of

vision. Investigators: Anthony J. Aldave,

MD, Gary N. Holland, MD, and Bartly J.
Mondino, MD.

Imaging of Intraocular Inflammation
(19-1732)

Uveitis, a major cause of blindness,
can lead to severe complications, mak-
ing accurate inflammation assessment
essential. This study will use advanced
imaging (OCT, OCT angiography, laser
flare photometry) to obtain objective,
reproducible measurements in patients
with infectious or noninfectious uveitis,
compare them with SUN criteria, and
evaluate their correlation with compli-
cations and treatment response. Inves-
tigators: Edmund Tsui, MD, MS, Gary N.
Holland, MD, and Judy L. Chen, MD.

Imaging of Vitreous Inflammation
(24-1043)

The study will utilize multiple imaging
instruments to quantitatively assess
intraocular inflammation in patients
diagnosed with either infectious or
noninfectious uveitis. Imaging-based
inflammation measurements will be
systematically compared with the SUN
Working Group criteria to evaluate their
concordance and reliability. The study
will investigate how changes in these
imaging and clinical outcome mea-
sures correlate with the development
of uveitis-related complications and
patient responses to treatment over
time, thereby enhancing understand-
ing of disease progression and man-
agement effectiveness. Investigators:
Edmund Tsui, MD, MS, Gary N. Holland,
MD, and Judy L. Chen, MD.

In-Vivo Ultrastructure of
Chorioretinal Diseases

The study will utilize a novel adaptive
optics (AO) imaging instrument that
integrates scanning laser ophthalmos-
copy and optical coherence tomogra-
phy (AO-SLO-OCT), allowing for in-vivo
ultrastructure assessment of RPD

and individual photoreceptors in both
en face and cross-sectional planes.
The study will use the AO imaging to
monitor the progression of the RPD
and their impact on overlying photo-
receptors. Investigators: David Sarraf,
MD, and Yuhua Zhang, PhD.

Long-term Follow-up of ND4 LHON
Subjects Treated with GS010
Ocular Gene Therapy in the
RESCUE or REVERSE

This study is to assess the long-term
safety of intravitreal GSO10 adminis-
tration up to five years post treatment
in subjects who were treated in the
RESCUE or REVERSE studies. Inves-
tigators: Alfredo A. Sadun, MD, and
Rustum Karanjia, MD.

Lotus (24-5309)

To improve the diagnosis and under-
standing of uveitis by employing multi-
modal molecular techniques to charac-
terize pathogens, host transcriptomes,
proteomic, and metabolite signatures.
This will be achieved by collecting and
analyzing intraocular samples, tears,
and conjunctival swabs from patients
with suspected infectious and non-
infectious uveitis, as well as controls,
using standard-of-care procedures
and advanced molecular analyses at
UCSF and Stanford. The study aims

to contribute to global infectious uve-
itis surveillance, pathogen discovery,
biomarker identification, and enhanced
understanding of host responses, ulti-
mately advancing uveitis diagnosis and
treatment to reduce ocular morbidity
and vision loss. Investigators: Edmund
Tsui, MD, MS, and Judy L. Chen, MD.

Low Vision Patients’ Preferences for
lllumination During Near Reading

This prospective longitudinal study
aims to evaluate low vision patients’
reading performance and level of dif-
ficulty when using additional preferred
lighting for near reading as provided by
a commercially available desk lamp or
a bulb placed in a generic gooseneck
desk lamp specified according to the
patient’s preferred settings with a light-
ing assessment tool. Investigators: Ava
K. Bittner, OD, PhD, Melissa Chun, OD,
and Jennie Kageyama, OD.

Molecular and Cytogenetic Studies of
Ocular Melanoma

This research is to study ocular mela-
noma tumor tissue and to identify

key molecular and genetic features
that could help predict those patients
who may be at high risk for metasta-
sis. Investigators: Lynn K. Gordon, MD,
PhD, Tara A. McCannel, MD, PhD, and
Bradley R. Straatsma, MD, JD.
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Natural History Study of Leber
Hereditary Optic Neuropathy

Leber hereditary optic neuropathy
(LHON) is one of the diseases where
the mitochondria of the retina cells are
not functioning correctly, which can
lead to loss of vision. This study is to
obtain electroretinography (ERG) data
and optical coherence tomography
(OCT) data from patients who carry
the Leber hereditary optic neuropathy
gene. Investigator: Alfredo A. Sadun,
MD, PhD.

Natural History Study of

Macular Telangiectasia

The primary study objective is to
develop a registry of participants with
MacTel Type 2 (as confirmed by the
Reading Center) who may agree to be
contacted for inclusion in future clini-
cal trials. Investigators: Hamid Hosseini,
MD, Tara A. McCannel, MD, PhD,
Pradeep S. Prasad, MD, MBA, and
[rena Tsui, MD.

Natural History of the Progression

of Choroideremia

This study characterizes the visual
function and retinal structural changes
associated with X-linked choroidere-
mia with the intention of determining
the best means of measuring disease
progression and the rate of natural
progression for this condition. Investi-
gators: Michael B. Gorin, MD, PhD, and
Steven Nusinowitz, PhD.

Natural History of the Progression of
X-Linked Retinitis Pigmentosa

This study is to characterize the visual
function and retinal structural changes
associated with X-linked retinitis pig-
mentosa to determine the best means
of measuring disease progression
and the rate of natural progression for
this condition. Investigator: Michael B.
Gorin, MD, PhD.

Neuroendocrine Tumor Metastases in
the Eye and Orbit

The purpose of this study is to under-
stand the diversity in presentation of
carcinoid tumors of the orbit, as well
as to identify, stage, and grade related
factors that may affect prognosis and
thus treatment decisions. Also con-
sidered will be if there are features of
carcinoid tumor presentations in the
orbit that can predict outcome and thus
guide therapeutic decision-making.
Investigator: Daniel B. Rootman,

MD, MS.

NGS Based Metagenomic Screening
of Ocular Infections (24-5434)

The purpose of this study is to charac-
terize the ocular microbiome and iden-
tify potential pathogens in presumed
infectious eye conditions by collect-
ing samples from patients undergo-
ing standard-of-care eye surgeries or
procedures. The study will compare
traditional molecular diagnostic meth-
ods, such as cultures and PCR, with
advanced techniques like Next Gen-
eration Sequencing (NGS) to improve
pathogen detection. Ultimately, the
goal is to discover previously unidenti-
fied infectious agents to inform treat-
ment approaches and improve out-
comes for patients with eye infections
and related diseases. Investigator:
Edmund Tsui, MD, MS.

Nonexudative Age-Related
Macular Degeneration Imaged with
Swept Source OCT

OCT imaging with SS-OCTA will be
utilized to study the natural history
of disease. Investigator: SriniVas R.
Sadda, MD.

Noninvasive Methods for

Early Detection of Alzheimer Disease
The purpose of this study is to obtain
electroretinography data and opti-
cal coherence tomography data from
patients with Alzheimer disease, with
the aim of permitting earlier interven-
tion and improved disease monitor-
ing. Investigator: Alfredo A. Sadun,
MD, PhD.

Observational Study of Conjunctivitis
in the Setting of Dupixent Treatment
The primary objective of the study is to
characterize the clinical phenotype(s)
of DUPIXENT®-associated conjuncti-
vitis events. Investigator: Benjamin B.
Bert, MD.

Observational Study of Patients
Diagnosed with Idiopathic

Bilateral Cataracts

The purpose of this study is to under-
stand better how many people who
have been diagnosed with early-onset
idiopathic bilateral cataracts may have
a rare but treatable disease called

cerebrotendinous xanthomatosis (CTX).

Often one of the first signs of CTXis
cataract from an unknown cause at an
early age. Investigators: Federico G.
Velez, MD, Stacy L. Pineles, MD, and
Joseph L. Demer, MD, PhD.

OCT-A and Visual Acuity in Human
Immunodeficiency Virus Associated
Neuroretinal Disorder

This study aims to characterize the
microvascular abnormalities in patients
with HIV via OCT-A and investigate the
relationships between capillary density,
nerve fiber layer thickness, and other
measures of visual function (visual
acuity, contrast sensitivity, color vision,
visual fields). In addition, to compare
the OCT-A data in HIV-positive patients
versus controls to evaluate the hypoth-
esis that HIV-positive patients have
significant differences in microvascular
flow compared to normal eyes. Investi-
gators: Gary N. Holland, MD, and David
Sarraf, MD.

Ocular Biometric Measurements in
Angle-Closure Glaucoma

The purpose of this study is to deter-
mine the potential contributing factors
in angle-closure patients of different
ethnicities and to determine predic-
tive factors for this type of glaucoma.
Investigators: Joseph Caprioli, MD,
Anne L. Coleman, MD, PhD, Simon
K. Law, MD, PharmD, and Kouros
Nouri-Mahdavi, MD.

Ocular Hypertension Treatment Study
Since topical hypotensive medications
are safe and effective in delaying or
preventing primary open angle glau-
coma, this study is examining whether
other forms of treatment can be
deferred with little or no penalty. Inves-
tigator: Anne L. Coleman, MD, PhD.

Ocular Imaging Study

This study is about improving existing
anterior and posterior segment imag-
ing using optical coherence tomog-
raphy (OCT) instruments and/or other
imaging devices. Investigators would
like to know if different imaging devices
can improve the quality of images

and visualization of imaged tissues.
Investigators: SriniVas R. Sadda, MD,
Anthony C. Arnold, MD, Vikas Chopra,
MD, Brian A. Francis, MD, MS, Gad
Heilweil, MD, Hugo Y. Hsu, MD, Michael
S. Ip, MD, John A. Irvine, MD, Phillip Le,
MD, Alfredo A. Sadun, MD, PhD, David
Sarraf, MD, James C. Tan, MD, PhD, and
I[rena Tsui, MD.
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Ocular Protrusion in Sitting and
Supine Positions

The aim of this study is to compare the
degree of ocular protrusion in normal
individuals and patients with thyroid
eye disease between sitting and lying
(supine) positions. Investigators: Robert
Alan Goldberg, MD, and Daniel B.
Rootman, MD, MS.

Ocular Surface Microbiome Study
This study aims to investigate and
understand the normal ecosystem of
microbes that live on the eye’s sur-
face and how their ecological system
changes and responds to routine eye
care and treatments. Investigators:
Hugo Hsu, MD, Vikas Chopra, MD, and
Gad Heilweil, MD.

Oculoplastic Registry

Many orbital and ophthalmic plastic
surgical diseases are not well studied
in the medical literature. The purpose
of this study is to contribute to a large
database of electronic measurements
from medical records that allow us to
study diseases in a way that was diffi-
cult or impossible before. Investigators:
Robert Alan Goldberg, MD, and Daniel
B. Rootman, MD, MS.

Optic Nerve Appearance in
Age-Related Macular Degeneration
In order to evaluate the relationship
between macular degeneration and
optic nerve change, digital imaging
technology and photography are being
used to assess the structural appear-
ance of the optic nerve in patients
with age-related macular degen-
eration. Investigator: Simon K. Law,
MD, PharmD.

Optical Coherence Tomography
Angiography Images of

Pregnant Women

This study aims to identify changes
that occur in the retina as a result of
gestational associated diseases (eg,
gestational diabetes, high blood pres-
sure, increased myopia) and unknown
changes that may affect the eyes dur-
ing gestation and in the two to three
months following birth. Investigator:
Irena Tsui, MD.

Optical Coherence Tomography
Angiography of Foveal Avascular Zone
in Premature Children

This prospective study evaluates
blood vessel development in chil-
dren and adults who are born early
and compares them with children and
adults who were not born early, by
getting optical coherence tomogra-
phy (OCT), OCT-angiography, color
pictures, refraction, and axial length
on subjects with retinopathy of prema-
turity and without retinopathy of pre-
maturity. Investigators: Irena Tsui, MD,
Stacy L. Pineles, MD, and Federico G.
Velez, MD.

Optic Nerve in Amblyopia

Amblyopia is a major cause of child-
hood visual loss. This study uses high
resolution, surface-coil magnetic reso-
nance imaging to study optic nerve
size in amblyopia. It tests the theory
that the optic nerve is smaller than nor-
mal in amblyopia and that optic nerve
size may be a limiting factor in resto-
ration of vision by amblyopia treat-
ment. Investigator: Joseph L. Demer,
MD, PhD.

Outcomes of Ocular Inflammatory
Diseases (22-0678)

The study aim is to collect core clinical
data on children and teens undergoing
surgery for cataracts in order to con-
duct analyses and generate hypoth-
eses. Investigators: Edmund Tsui, MD,
MS, and Irena Tsui, MD.

Pediatric Cataract Surgery

Outcomes Registry

This study is to evaluate the underlying
risk factors and treatment outcomes

of ocular inflammatory diseases, utiliz-
ing advanced imaging technology with
the Anterion camera to obtain high-
resolution anterior segment images.
This approach aims to enhance the
characterization of disease patterns
and to assess the effectiveness of cur-
rent therapeutic interventions to inform
and improve future management strat-
egies. Investigators: Edmund Tsui, MD,
MS, and Irena Tsui, MD.
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Pediatric Cornea and Anterior
Segment Diseases Registry

Pediatric cornea and anterior segment
diseases are rarely encountered by
ophthalmologists. As such, details on
the causes, features, and optimal treat-
ment for these conditions are inad-
equately described. The information
on this registry would allow us to study
these diseases. Investigator: Simon
Fung, MD.

Pediatric Optic Neuritis Prospective
Outcomes Study (PON1)

Optic neuritis is an acute inflamma-
tory disease of the optic nerve. The
purpose of this study is to collect infor-
mation about children who have optic
neuritis and what happens to their eye-
sight. Investigator: Stacy L. Pineles, MD.

PET/CT Imaging for Early Detection of
Ocular Melanoma

This research involves the use of com-
bined positron emission tomogra-

phy (PET)/computed tomography (CT)
scans in subjects with ocular mela-
noma to ideally develop better ways
of monitoring for tumor spread and
allow for early treatment if metastasis is
found. Investigators: Tara A. McCannel,
MD, PhD, and Bradley R. Straatsma,
MD, JD.

Predicting Eye Disease in Childhood
Arthritis-Uveitis Study (PEDIA-U)

The purpose of this study is to fur-

ther the understanding of juvenile
idiopathic arthritis and uveitis (JIA-U).
Investigators: Gary N. Holland, MD, and
Edmund Tsui, MD, MS.

Pro-Inflammatory Cytokines, Dry Eye,
and Thyroid Eye Disease

This study is to determine whether
there are specific inflammatory proteins
in tears of patients with active-stage
thyroid eye disease (TED). If these
inflammatory proteins exist, the study
aims to determine whether they can
be used to predict dry eye symptom-
atology and TED activity. Investigators:
Robert Alan Goldberg, MD, and Daniel
B. Rootman, MD, MS.



Prospective Study Examining
Pentosan Retinal Toxicity

Patients will be evaluated for the dose
and treatment duration of Pentosan.
The goal is to determine the risk and
toxic profile of Pentosan, as well as the
incidence of interstitial cystitis, in an
effort to establish clinical guidelines for
retinal toxicity screening. Investigator:
David Sarraf, MD.

Ptosis Surgery Outcomes Scale

This investigation is to define and
validate a universal measure for ptosis
outcomes that can be used in defining
both value and efficacy in ptosis sur-
gery. Investigator: Daniel B. Rootman,
MD, MS.

Research to Evaluate Latest
Improvements with Electronic Visual
Enhancement Devices (RELIEVED)
This prospective study aims to evaluate
patient preferences for wearable elec-
tronic visual aids for low vision rehabili-
tation and changes in visual functioning
with these devices. Investigators: Ava
K. Bittner, OD, PhD, Melissa Chun, OD,
and Jennie Kageyama, OD.

Role of Pattern Electroretinogram
(PERG) in Glaucoma

This study is researching the electro-
physiological test, pattern electroret-
inogram (PERG) to determine the role
of PERG in estimating the risk of future
glaucoma progression and the revers-
ibility of glaucomatous damage after
treatment. The latter could help clini-
cians better determine to what extent
eye pressure needs to be lowered to
prevent disease progression. Investi-
gators: Joseph Caprioli, MD, Anne L.
Coleman, MD, PhD, JoAnn A. Giaconi,
MD, Simon K. Law, MD, PharmD, and
Kouros Nouri-Mahdavi, MD.

SCORPIO (21-0717)

To assess the diagnostic accuracy and
clinical utility for identifying specific
pathogens in patients presenting with
inflammation or infection of the ocular
surface. This will be accomplished by
collecting nasal and conjunctival swab
samples during routine clinical visits
and analyzing the results to determine
the test’s effectiveness in detecting
and differentiating various infectious
agents. Investigators: Edmund Tsui,
MD, MS, and Amanda Lu, MD.

Studies on Tissue in

Autoimmune Diseases

This study aims to determine the cause
of eye problems in Graves disease and
other autoimmune diseases. Examina-
tion is being done of material removed
from orbits during surgical therapy

for Graves disease or other problems
requiring surgery on the tissue sur-
rounding the eyes, of thyroid tissue
removed during the course of surgical
therapy, or of blood drawn for labora-
tory tests. Investigator: Robert Alan
Goldberg, MD.

Study of Macular Disease Using
Spectral Domain Optical Coherence
Tomography Angiography (SD-OCTA)
The RTVue XR 100 Avanti with SSADA
will be used to screen patients with
macular disease as detected with
clinical examination or ancillary testing,
such as with standard OCT, color fun-
dus photography, fluorescein angiogra-
phy, or fundus autofluorescence. Inves-
tigators: Michael B. Gorin, MD, PhD,
Colin A. McCannel, MD, and David
Sarraf, MD.

Tear Collections for Patients with
Limbal Stem Cell Deficiency

The purpose of this study is to find
markers specific to limbal stem cell
deficiency not present in normal or
dry eye diseased eyes. These mark-
ers could become additional diagnos-
tic markers to confirm the disease and
possibly targets for drug development.
Investigator: Sophie X. Deng, MD, PhD.

Temporal Fossa in Different Ethnicities
The aim of this study is to investigate
differences in anatomy of tempo-

ral fossa between different ethnici-
ties using three-dimensional CT scan
images. Better knowledge of these
differences is important for cosmetic
procedures to achieve better results
and fewer complications. Investiga-
tors: Robert Alan Goldberg, MD, and
Catherine J. Hwang, MD.

Understanding the Genetics of
Inherited Eye Disorders

This study searches for the gene(s)
responsible for inherited disorders that
are either specific to the eye or are part
of the medical condition. The study
provides for the clinical characteriza-
tion of affected individuals and at-risk
family members, in conjunction with
molecular genetic testing, to identify
the causative genes and mutations.
Investigators: Anthony J. Aldave, MD,
and Michael B. Gorin, MD, PhD.

Vision-Related Quality of Life and
Ocular Dominance

This study is designed to evaluate how
quality of life is impacted by glaucoma
in relation to eye dominance. It aims
to determine whether quality of life is
affected more by glaucoma if it primar-
ily affects the dominant eye. Investi-
gators: Joseph Caprioli, MD, Anne L.
Coleman, MD, PhD, JoAnn A. Giaconi,
MD, and Simon K. Law, MD, PharmD.
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2024-2025 Publications of the Full-Time Faculty

Books, book chapters, and articles published in peer-reviewed journals play a vital role

in academic excellence. Through rigorous expert evaluation, faculty research contributes

meaningfully to the advancement of our knowledge in vision science. The following highlights

works published this academic year by our full-time faculty.

JULY 2024

Aguirre B, Lin MC, Araujo E, Lu CH,
Casero D, Sun M, Nusinowitz S,
Hanson J, Calkins K, Gordon L,
Wadehra M, Chu A. Epithelial
Membrane Protein 2 (EMP2)
Blockade Attenuates Pathological
Neovascularization in Murine
Oxygen-Induced Retinopathy. Invest
Ophthalmol Vis Sci. 2024 Jul 1,65(8):10.
doi: 10.1167/iovs.65.8.10. PMID:
38958972; PMCID: PMC11223617.

Baek J, He Y, Emamverdi M, Mahmoudi
A, Nittala MG, Corradetti G, Ip M,
Sadda SR. Prediction of Long-Term
Treatment Outcomes for Diabetic
Macular Edema Using a Generative
Adversarial Network. Transl| Vis Sci
Technol. 2024 Jul 1;13(7):4. doi: 10.1167/
tvst.13.7.4. PMID: 38958946; PMCID:
PMC11223618.

Feo A, Sarraf D. Schlaegel Lines
360 Degrees in Punctate Inner
Choroidopathy. Ophthalmol Retina.
2025 Jan;9(1):e2. doi: 10.1016/j.oret.
2024.05.015. PMID: 38958617. Epub
2024 Jul 1.

Kar D, Amjad M, Corradetti G, Swain
TA, Clark ME, McGwin G Jr, Sloan KR,
Owsley C, Sadda SR, Curcio CA.
Choriocapillaris Impairment, Visual
Function, and Distance to Fovea

in Aging and Age-Related Macular
Degeneration: ALSTAR2 Baseline.
Invest Ophthalmol Vis Sci. 2024

Jul 1,65(8):40. doi: 10.1167/iovs.
65.8.40. PMID: 39042400; PMCID:
PMC11268449.

Lee B, Josic K, Nittala MG, Velaga
SB, Karamat A, Srinivas S, Corvi F,
Singh G, Sadda S, Sun JK, Ip M; DRCR
Retina Network. Long-Term Effects of
Intravitreal Ranibizumab Compared
with Panretinal Photocoagulation

on Optical Coherence Tomography
Measured Choroidal Thickness and
Vascularity. Transl Vis Sci Technol.
2024 Jul 1;13(7):19. doi: 10.1167/tvst.
13.7.19. PMID: 39058503; PMCID:
PMC11282891.

Wang X, Hoshi S, Liu R, Zhang Y.
Modeling Human Macular Cone
Photoreceptor Spatial Distribution.
Invest Ophthalmol Vis Sci. 2024 Jul 1,

65(8):14. doi: 10.1167/iovs.65.8.14. PMID:

38975943; PMCID: PMC11232901.

Kaylor JJ, Frederiksen R, Bedrosian
CK, Huang M, Stennis-Weatherspoon
D, Huynh T, Ngan T, Mulamreddy V,
Sampath AP, Fain GL, Travis GH.
RDH12 allows cone photoreceptors to
regenerate opsin visual pigments from
a chromophore precursor to escape
competition with rods. Curr Biol.
2024 Aug 5;34(15):3342-3353.e6. doi:
10.1016/j.cub.2024.06.031. Epub 2024
Jul 8.

Tang D, Zylberberg J, Jia X, Choi H.
Stimulus type shapes the topology of
cellular functional networks in mouse

visual cortex. Nat Commun. 2024 Jul 9;

15(1):5753. doi: 10.1038/541467-024-
49704-0. PMID: 38982078; PMCID:
PMC11233648.
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Wu EG, Rudzite AM, Bohlen MO, Li PH,
Kling A, Cooler S, Rhoades C, Brackbill
N, Gogliettino AR, Shah NP, Madugula
SS, Sher A, Litke AM, Field GD,
Chichilnisky EJ. (2025) Decomposition
of retinal ganglion cell electrical images
for cell type and functional inference.

J Neural Eng. 2025 Jul 9;22(4). Doi:
10.1088/1741-2552/ade344. PMID:
40494387.

Aleman Al, Kiryakoza L, Sridhar J,
Sengillo J. Management of vitre-

ous floaters: a review. Curr Opin
Ophthalmol. 2024 Sep 1;35(5):365-368.
doi: 10.1097/ICU.0000000000001075.
Epub 2024 Jul 11. PMID: 39046174.

Behera UC, Brar AS, Kelgaonkar A,
Sahoo J, Narayanan R, Sadda SR.
Efficacy of dexamethasone implant

in the management of chronic cen-
tral serous chorioretinopathy without
choroidal neovascularization. Indian
J Ophthalmol. 2025 Jan 1;73(Suppl 1):
S100-S106. doi: 10.4103/1J0.
[JO_626_24. Epub 2024 Jul 11. PMID:
38990618.

Shah S, Chou B, Patel M, Watane A,
Shah L, Yannuzzi N, Sridhar J. Review
and analysis of history and utilization
of panretinal photocoagulation and
ranibizumab after publication of pro-
tocol S. Curr Opin Ophthalmol. 2024
Sep 1;35(5):369-375. doi: 10.1097/
ICU.0000000000001076. Epub 2024
Jul12. PMID: 39115058.

Fragiotta S, Parravano M, Corradetti G,
Bousquet E, Polito MS, Sacconi R,
Capuano V, Costanzo E, Tombolini B,
Souied EH, Bandello F, Sadda SR,
Sarraf D, Querques G. Vitelliform
Lesions Associated with Leptochoroid
and Pseudodrusen. Ophthalmol Retina.
2024 Dec;8(12):1151-1162. doi: 10.1016/
j.oret.2024.07.003. Epub 2024 Jul 14.
PMID: 39004281.



Rojas-Carabali W, Cifuentes-Gonzélez
C, Gutierrez-Sinisterra L, Heng LY, Tsui
E, Gangaputra S, Sadda S, Nguyen
QD, Kempen JH, Pavesio CE, Gupta V,
Raman R, Miao C, Lee B, de-la-Torre
A, Agrawal R. Managing a patient

with uveitis in the era of artificial intel-
ligence: Current approaches, emerg-
ing trends, and future perspectives.
Asia Pac J Ophthalmol (Phila). 2024
Jul-Aug;13(4):100082. doi: 10.1016/].
apjo.2024.100082. Epub 2024 Jul 15.
PMID: 39019261.

Skorodumova LO, Grafskaia EN,
Kharlampieva DD, Maltsev DI, Petrova
TV, Kanygina AV, Fedoseeva EV,
Makarov PV, Malyugin BE. TACSTD2

in gelatinous drop-like corneal dys-
trophy: variant functional analysis and
expression in the cornea after limbal
stem cell transplantation. Hum Genome
Var. 2024 Jul 16;11(1):26. doi: 10.1038/
$41439-024-00284-x. PMID: 39013858;
PMCID: PMC11252363.

Ersoz MG, Demirel S, lovino C,
Chhablani J, Sarraf D. Is Pachychoroid
Serous Retinopathy a Better Name

to Describe the Features of Central
Serous Chorioretinopathy? Retina.
2024 Sep 1,44(9):1475-1477. doi:
10.1097/IAE.0000000000004215.
PMID: 39024659. Epub 2024 Jul 16.

Cheng JY, Santina A, Margines JB,
Voichanski S, Ramtohul P, Bousquet E,
Bijon J, Freund KB, Yannuzzi L, Sarraf
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patient care, and community outreach.

The Institute exists because of Dr. Stein, one of the most influential executives in
entertainment who returned to his roots as a medical doctor to become a national
advocate for vision science; and Bradley R. Straatsma, MD, JD, founding director of
the Jules Stein Eye Institute and founding chair of the UCLA Department of Ophthal-
mology, who created a bold plan for building the scope of ophthalmology in the UCLA
School of Medicine. Together Drs. Stein and Straatsma ensured the Institute would
take a central role in transforming vision science as a powerful platform for discovery
and patient care to eradicate one of the great scourges of human existence: blindness.

Under the leadership of Bartly J. Mondino, MD, director and chair from 1994 to
June 30, 2022, the Institute’s core pillars were developed and a broad agenda of
program-building and expansion was implemented. Dr. Mondino also forged a his-
toric partnership—a first of its kind—with Doheny Eye Institute in 2013, creating the
nation’s preeminent organization for ophthalmic care and vision research under the
banner of the UCLA Department of Ophthalmology.

Anne L. Coleman, MD, PhD, assumed leadership of the Jules Stein Eye Institute
and UCLA Department of Ophthalmology in July 2022, and brought with her a broad
agenda to address the growing challenges for patient care, education, vision-science
research, and community outreach.

And today, the original dream for ophthalmology at UCLA has evolved into the
Institute’s bold transformation to a vision-science campus—an interconnected com-
munity of facilities and people that merge research, training for new ophthalmolo-
gists, premier patient care, community outreach programs, and ongoing education
for doctors worldwide.

Patients across the Southland have access to the finest vision care at the UCLA
Jules Stein Eye Institute in Westwood; Stein Eye Center locations in Calabasas and
Santa Monica; Doheny Eye Centers UCLA in Arcadia, Orange County, and Pasadena;
and UCLA-affiliated hospitals in Sylmar, Torrance, and West Los Angeles/Sepulveda.

Since its opening on November 3, 1966, the Institute’s original mandate remains
paramount: the relentless drive for excellence and the constant search for new pos-
sibilities in the treatment of the eye. The Institute’s decades of accomplishments
may have even exceeded the original soaring expectations of Dr. Stein who at the
dedication ceremony defined his own prophecy for the Institute and the medical
field he loved:

“The men and women who will occupy this building and use its resources will
share in future achievements that will outstrip any that have been seen; for science
today is moving ahead with fantastic speed, and we must be sure that eye research
moves with it. The history of this Institute begins with this dedication. | am confident
that it will be a proud history.”
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“If lam remembered for anything, it will not be for anything | did in show business,
but for what | did to prevent blindness.”

DR. JULES STEIN

Doris and Jules Stein

The legacy of Dr. and Mrs. Jules Stein arises from their role in the 20th century as visionaries.
Through brilliance and beneficence, they created a multitude of programs aimed specifically at
one goal: preserving and restoring eyesight. They approached this task dauntlessly, integrating
the worlds of business, medicine, and philanthropy in such a way as to enhance each and
leave in trust the promise of limitless accomplishment in the advancement of eye research
and treatment. The Jules Stein Eye Institute was established as a result of their philanthropy.
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Board of Trustees

The Board of Trustees was established in 1977 and ensures the Jules Stein Eye Institute’s orderly growth
and development. The Board meets regularly during the year, with each trustee providing their unique
counsel. Collectively, their invaluable contributions have included fiscal planning for the Institute, adoption of
measures to facilitate recruitment of the world’s finest vision scientists, allocation of funds for the purchase

of vision research equipment, and recommendations for expansion programs.

Norman Abrams, Esq.

Distinguished Professor of Law Emeritus
Acting Chancellor Emeritus

UCLA

2015—present

Anne L. Coleman, MD, PhD

Chair, UCLA Department of Ophthalmology
Director, Jules Stein Eye Institute

Affiliation Chair, Doheny Eye Institute
2022—present

Charles T. Foscue

President and Chief Executive Officer
HAI Financial, Inc.

2020—present

Ronald L. Olson, Esq.
Partner

Munger, Tolles & Olson
1995—present
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Katrina vanden Heuvel
Publisher and Editor

The Nation

1984 —present

Casey Wasserman

President and Chief Executive Officer
The Wasserman Foundation
1998—present

Bart H. Williams, Esq.
Partner

Proskauer Rose LLP
2021-Present

Marissa Goldberg

OBSERVER

Executive Director and Chief Financial Officer
Doheny Eye Institute

2015—present



Executive Committee

The Executive Committee of the Jules Stein Eye Institute and UCLA Department of Ophthalmology meets
regularly during the year, with each member providing their unique expertise. The Committee ensures the
orderly growth and development of the Institute and Department. Itis involved in fiscal planning, expansion,
recruitment, program development, and resolution of interdivisional issues.

Anne L. Coleman, MD, PhD JoAnn A. Giaconi, MD
Chair, UCLA Department of Ophthalmology Vice Chair of Affiliated Hospitals
Director, Jules Stein Eye Institute

Affiliation Chair, Doheny Eye Institute Marissa Goldberg

Executive Director and Chief Financial Officer
Anthony J. Aldave, MD Doheny Eye Institute

Vice Chair of Academics
Gary N. Holland, MD

Anthony C. Arnold, MD Vice Chair of Patient-Based Research

Vice Chair of Education
Stacy L. Pineles, MD

Peter A. Quiros, MD Irena Tsui, MD

Associate Vice Chair of Education Associate Vice Chairs of Patient-Based Research
Joseph Caprioli, MD Alfredo Sadun, MD, PhD

Vice Chair of Quality Vice Chair of Doheny Eye Centers UCLA

Colin A. McCannel, MD Alapakkam P. Sampath, PhD

Associate Vice Chair of Quality Associate Director of Research

Sophie X. Deng, MD, PhD Greg D. Field, PhD

Vice Chair for Inspiring Physician Excellence Assistant Director of Research

Trashon Fearington
Chief Administrative Officer, Jules Stein Eye Institute

Mission Statement

The Jules Stein Eye Institute is a vision-science campus
dedicated to the preservation and restoration of vision
through its global programs in innovative research, quality
patient care, and multidisciplinary, integrative education,

all with community outreach.
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How You Can Make a Difference

IMAGINE a world where the faces of
loved ones are blurred or the simple
joy of reading is a struggle. For many,
this is a daily reality. But with your sup-
port, we can continue to change lives
through the groundbreaking work at
the Jules Stein Eye Institute.

Our mission to preserve and restore sight con-
tinues to guide everything we do, from patient
care to research, education, and community
outreach.

It is only because of your support that we
have been rated the #5 Ophthalmology Hospi-
talin the U.S. for more than 30 years. Join us in
advancing vision research, providing access to
sight-saving patient care, educating tomorrow’s
leaders in ophthalmology, and delivering critical
community outreach.

There are many ways you can donate to the
Jules Stein Eye Institute and give the gift of sight,
from traditional cash gifts to those that offer var-
ious additional tax benefits.

You can give the gift of sight.

For information about making a gift or
incorporating the Jules Stein Eye Institute into
your estate and retirement planning, please
contact:

Susan Lee DeRemer, CFRE
Director of Development
Jules Stein Eye Institute

100 Stein Plaza, Room 3-138
Los Angeles, CA 90095-7000
Phone: (310) 825-3381
Cell/Text: (424) 325-9076
sderemer@mednet.ucla.edu

See UCLA and the UCLA Foundation’s
Disclosure Statements for Prospective Donors
at: https://mygiving.ucla.edu/fag#disclosure.
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CHECKS AND CREDIT CARDS

Checks may be made payable to the “UCLA
Foundation” and mailed to Susan DeRemer at
the address below. To make a donation by credit
card, please call: (310) 206-6035.

DONOR ADVISED FUND (DAF)

Recommending a grant from your DAF to the Jules
Stein Eye Institute is an efficient and tax-effective

*

3
Q
<
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Q
<
®

CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY

Donate cash, securities, or other assets in trust to
the Jules Stein Eye Institute, and in return, receive
lifetime payments to you and up to one additional
person. This may qualify for a partial tax deduc-
tion, and the Institute ultimately receives the trust.*

APPRECIATED SECURITIES

Donating stocks or bonds can potentially offer
you more significant tax benefits than a cash gift.*

RETIREMENT ASSETS

If you are 702 years old or older, consider donat-
ing from your IRA directly to the Jules Stein Eye
Institute. This distribution can also count towards
your required minimum distribution (RMD) and is
excluded from a donor’s taxable income.*

WILLS AND BEQUESTS

Leave a lasting legacy by including the Jules Stein
Eye Institute in your will or estate plans.

*Consult your tax advisor to determine the best way to
support the Institute’s vital work.
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