
Chair, Department of Head and Neck Surgery 

Dear Colleagues:

We are writing to announce the appointment of Maie St. John, M.D., Ph.D. as Chair of the 
Department of Head and Neck Surgery, effective December 18, 2017.  Dr. St. John was selected for 
this position following a national search and will be succeeding Dr. Gerald Berke, who is stepping 
down after leading Head and Neck Surgery at UCLA for 26 years.  

A highly renowned surgeon, scientist and educator, Dr. St. John is 
Professor and Samuel and Della Pearlman Chair in Head and Neck 
Surgery and Co-Director of the UCLA Head and Neck Cancer 
Program.  Dr. St. John’s laboratory studies the mechanisms of 
tumor progression and metastasis in head and neck cancer and 
seeks to identify and study novel genes and pathways for future 
targeted therapies, while actively incorporating the results of their 
laboratory-based research into the development of novel 
therapeutics.  Her extramurally-funded research portfolio includes 
multiple NIH grants bridging basic science with clinical research 
and service. Dr. St. John is an outstanding educator who has 

provided mentorship to numerous trainees, and serves as a member of several prestigious 
organizations including the Executive Council of the American Head and Neck Society, Nominating 
Committee of the Triological Society, and the American Academy of Otolaryngology-Head & Neck 
Surgery. She also is a senior examiner for the American Board of Otolaryngology and a reviewer for 
the American Academy of Otolaryngology/Head and Neck Surgery CORE grants, and NIH/NIDCR, NCI 
and NIBIB study sections.  She has been the recipient of multiple awards for teaching and research.

Dr. St. John received her undergraduate degree from Stanford University and both M.D. and Ph.D. 
degrees from Yale University.  She completed residency and postdoctoral training at UCLA and served 
previously as Chief of Head and Neck Surgery at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center.

Dr. St. John’s clinical expertise is in intraoperative tumor margin delineation in the resection and 
treatment of head and neck cancers. Her laboratory research is translational with a focus on 

Bygrave, LiaRamer  on behalf of Chancellor, Health SciencesVice 
Fri 12/15/2017 10:01 AM 

To:All - Everyone <AllEveryone@mednet.ucla.edu>; 



improving therapies and outcomes for patients with head and neck cancer. Her efforts have helped 
in the development of strong interdepartmental research program in Head & Neck Surgery and 
Bioengineering. This work has led to clinical trials and patent applications, and has been consistently 
funded by the NIH, charitable foundations, and industry. 

Ranked second in U.S. News and World Report, the UCLA Department of Head and Neck Surgery is 
recognized internationally for research, education, and patient care in head and neck oncology, 
laryngology, otology, microvascular reconstruction, and many others. The department offers a highly 
competitive residency program and advanced training in a number of specialty disciplines. Under Dr. 
Berke, the department established the first Voice Center on the West Coast, and is the destination 
center for cochlear implantation. There are major research programs in laryngeal dynamics and 
physiology, voice perception and speech production, molecular oncology, inner ear biology, and 
vestibular neuroscience. 

In announcing this appointment, we wish to recognize Dr. Berke’s leadership and many contributions 
to UCLA and to the field of Head and Neck Surgery over the past four decades. We look forward to 
his continuing as a surgeon, scientist and educator for many years to come. And we wish to thank the 
members of the Search Committee, whose names are listed below, for their hard work, dedication 
and commitment to the search process.

Please join us in congratulating Dr. St. John on her new role. We ask that you give her your support as 
Chair, Department of Head and Neck Surgery.

Sincerely,

John Mazziotta
Vice Chancellor & CEO, UCLA Health

Kelsey C. Martin
Dean, David Geffen School of Medicine

Johnese Spisso
President, UCLA Health & CEO, UCLA Hospitals & Clinics
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