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SAMRAWIT ABRAHA 
 
Email: SAbraha@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: New York, NY 
Medical School: Cornell  
Undergraduate: Cornell, BS Policy Analysis and Management   
Interests: Wine tasting, snowboarding, reading, netflixing, traveling.  
 

 

BRANNON ALTENHOFEN 
  
Email: BAltenhofen@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Pomona, CA 
Medical School: Washington U in St. Louis 
Undergraduate: UCLA, BS Neuroscience; Minor: Linguistics    
Interests: Musicianship: More than 12 years' experience playing saxophone (alto, tenor, and baritone); 
currently teaching myself piano. Audio Enthusiast: Voracious consumer of podcasts and recorded lectures on 
technology, medicine, science, and civics. Language Exploration: Specifically interested in East Asian 
languages, including Mandarin, Vietnamese, Japanese, and Korean. Physical Activities: Racquetball and 
hiking. Diversions: Tabletop board games and jigsaw puzzles. 

 
 

CECILIA “CECI” CANALES  
 
Email: CeciliaCanales@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Los Angeles, California  
Medical School: UCI 
Graduate: A.T. Still U, MPH Health Policy and Planning  
Undergraduate: CSUN, BS Cell Molecular Biology   
Interests: Food Enthusiast- I enjoy seating, cooking and baking from traditional recipes to discovering new 
ingredients, restaurants and locations. In my life food plays an important role in family and developing new 
experiences and relationships. Cycling- I recently purchased my first bicycle. Although hills are my nemesis, I enjoy 
being able to explore communities, exercise, and enjoy nature. Reading- I read mostly fiction, though I read 
everything from current events and short stories to classic novels. 

 

TALIA DAGHER 
 

Email: TDagher@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: San Dimas, CA 
Medical School: USC 
Undergraduate: UCLA, BS Psychobiology  
Interests: I play soccer and tennis recreationally. I also enjoy hiking, cooking, and traveling. 
 
 
 

 

BROCK GAMEZ  
 

Email: BGamez@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: West Palm Beach, FL 
Medical School: Duke   
Undergraduate: U of Miami, BS Neuroscience  
Interests: I have a life goal of visiting all of the US National Parks, and to date I have been to every one east 
of the Mississippi River. In my free time I enjoy staying active with rock climbing, Vinyasa yoga, weight 
lifting/strength training, and hiking. I also love learning about history, especially American history, and I am 
currently learning to play the snare drum, with the goal of transitioning to a full drum kit when I have the space 
to do so.  
 

 

RYAN GAMLIN 
 
Email: RGamlin@mednet.ucla.edu 
Medical School: U of Cincinnati  
Undergraduate: Miami U, BA Economics    
Interests:  When not spending time with my wife and two sons, I enjoy mountain sports, primarily trail 
running, alpine rock climbing, and ski mountaineering. 

 



 

 

 

NIRAJ GANDHI 
 
Email: NPGandhi@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA  
Medical School: Baylor  
Undergraduate: UCLA, BS Anthropology   
Interests: Weight training, cycling, hiking, fine arts: particularly drawing and calligraphy, nature, photography, 
cooking: especially central European dishes, American Cinema (especially films from the AFI's Top 100), 
gardening, automotive news, visiting fine arts and natural science museums, learning about and trying new 
craft beers, brewery tours, reading (preferred genres: drama, hermeneutics); Countries visited: Germany, 
Austria, Netherlands, England, Czech Republic, and Egypt.  

 
 

 

PAUL HELLAND 
 

Email: PHelland@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Loma Linda, CA  
Medical School: U of Arizona—Phoenix  
Undergraduate: Loma Linda U, BS Nursing 
Interests: Acro yoga, rock climbing, hiking and camping, live stand-up comedy, fan of Larry David. 
 
 

 
 

TREVOR IDETA 
 

Email: TrevorIdeta@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Fresno, CA 
Medical School: U of Hawaii 
Undergraduate: UCLA, BS Biochemistry      
Interests: Listening to classical music (piano and opera) - preference for Chopin, Rachmaninoff. 
Playing classical piano - took lessons from age 6-18. Cooking ethnic dishes, especially Italian. Running.  

 

JONATHAN KIM 
 
Email: JonathanKim@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Manhattan, NY 
Medical School: Baylor  
Undergraduate: U of Texas, BS Ecology/Biology      
Interests: Musical Performance: Produced a full-length debut album with bandmates and played 
southwest shows in a nation-wide tour as rhythm guitarist and keyboardist; Pet Fostering: Caring and 
arranging permanent adoption for rescued cats and dogs from local shelters; Powerlifting  
 
 

 

SEBASTIAN KWON 
 
Email: STKwon@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: San Francisco, CA 
Medical School: U of Michigan 
Graduate: U of Michigan, MS Clinical Research 
Undergraduate: Johns Hopkins, BSE Biomedical Engineering 
Interests: Working out, running by the beach, trying new restaurants and dessert places around LA, 
tennis, basketball, watching sports.  

 

DEANNA LEON  
 
Email: DLeon@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA  
Medical School: Loyola U Chicago   
Undergraduate: UCSD, BS Human Biology   
Interests: Exploring ethnic cuisines, snowboarding, spending quality time with family, swimming, 
traveling and learning about different cultures. 

 



 

 

 

LEO LI 
 
Email: LLLi@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Beijing, CHN 
Medical School: U of Michigan  
Undergraduate: Washington U, BS Biomedical Engineering    
Interests: Biking, hiking, board games, D&D.  
 
 
 
 

 

ELMAR MALEK 
 
Email: EMalek@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Heidelberg, DEU 
Medical School: UCLA 
Graduate: UCB, MPH Interdisciplinary (Management & Quantitative Methods); Degree Expected 5/2018 
Undergraduate: UCSD, BS Biochemistry & Cellular Biology  
Interests: Wrestling and mixed martial arts: I trained and competed at the national level in high school and collegiate 
wrestling. I continue to practice recreational. Coaching youth: I have coached multiple All-Americans and national 
champions in the sport of wrestling at my high school and former club for over 10 years. Strength and weight 
training: I have been consistently training since high school. I continue to integrate weight training into my weekly 
fitness routine. Healthy cooking. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

LYDIESTHER MARTINEZ 
 
Email: LydiestherMartinez@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Managua, NIC 
Medical School: U of Illinois 
Undergraduate: UCSD, BS Human Biology    
Interests: I enjoy training for marathons. I have completed five marathons and several half marathons. 
Training allows me to keep a good work-life balance, and has prepared me for the marathon of my 
medical career. I also enjoy salsa dancing and participating in dance workshops. 

 

JACOB “JAKE” MELENDREZ  
 
Email: JMelendrez@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Upland, CA  
Medical School: U of Iowa  
Undergraduate: UCSB, BS Microbiology  
Interests: Running, soccer, baseball, hockey, rock climbing, hip-hop, alternative rock, hiking, camping, 
bike maintenance, star gazing, astronomy, graphic novels, podcasts, board games, photography, 
making fresh salsa.  
 

 

MARINA MIKHAEL  
 
Email: MMMikhael@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Trenton, NJ 
Medical School: U of Michigan  
Undergraduate: UCLA, BS Psychobiology    
Interests: Basketball, reading, calligraphy, hand lettering, baking, cooking, acting, singing, violin 

 

JASON NGUYEN 
 
Email: JNNguyen@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: San Jose, CA  
Medical School: UCLA 
Undergraduate: UCB, BA Molecular and Cell Biology with an emphasis in Physiology    
Interests: Mobile apps, tech solutions, sports (tennis, basketball, football), weightlifting/powerlifting, 
learning from my grandma's cookbook, and playing with my dog. 

 



 

 

 

VIEN NGUYEN 
 
Email: VPNguyen@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Tu Bong, Vietnam 
Medical School: UCLA 
Undergraduate: UCB, BA Integrative Biology     
Interests: Arts and crafts, cooking, exploring new eateries 

 

CHRISTIAN SEGER 
 
Email: CSeger@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Portland, OR 
Medical School: UCLA 
Graduate: UCLA, MS Bioengineering: Biomedical Instrumentation (BMI) Track 
Undergraduate: UCLA, BS Bioengineering    
Interests: Cyclist (mostly dirt) and automotive enthusiast.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

JENNY SEONG  
 
Hometown: Seoul, KOR 
Medical School: UCI 
Undergraduate: U of Minnesota, BS Genetics, Cell Biology, and Development       
 

 

ALI SUBAT 
 
 

 

LING TIAN 
 
Email: LTian@mednet.ucla.edu 
Medical School: U of Pittsburgh  
Graduate: U of Alabama, Ph.D. Cell Biology  
 

 

ANNIE TRAN 
 
Email: AnnieTTran@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Saigon, VNM 
Medical School: UCLA  
Undergraduate: Stanford U, BS Biology   
Interests: Running, cooking, baking, doing arts and crafts 

 
 



 

 

 

CLARA VU 
 
Email: CVVu@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Saigon, VNM 
Medical School: Loma Linda 
Undergraduate: USC, BA Biological Sciences 
Interests: Classical piano, baking 

 

LOGAN WOODHOUSE  
 

Email: LWoodhouse@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Orange, CA 
Medical School: UCI 
Undergraduate: UCI, BS Biological Sciences      
Interests: This summer I went on an Alaskan fishing adventure and caught a 60lb Alaskan halibut and 40lb 
King salmon. At home I fish coastal/sea and just caught my first Yellowtail; there's never a bad day fishing! 
Food is life and I love to cook. My signature dishes include garlic-roasted Brussels sprouts, rosemary baked 
salmon and peach pancakes. Enjoy playing Catan, Pandemic, Avalon, Codenames and more. Practiced 4 yrs 
of Krav Maga, 1 yr Brazilian Jujitsu and 6 months Muay Thai. Also like to read, hike and camp.  

 


