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AZAD HIRPARA 
 
Email: ahirpara@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Jersey City, NJ 
Medical School: Rutgers 
Undergraduate: U of Pittsburgh, BS Neuroscience 
Interests: Sports (basketball, football, tennis), fitness, nutrition, travel/adventure, technology, 
documentaries. 

 

JEFFREY “JEFF” KIM 
 
Email: jkkim@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA 
Medical School: U of Arizona—Phoenix  
Graduate: Georgetown U, MS Physiology and Biophysics  
Undergraduate: UCLA, BS Physiological Sciences  
Interests: I love to watch and play football, basketball, and soccer. I have been an avid golfer since my 
youth and love a good round of golf with friends. I enjoy grilling and potluck dinners, and love to 
experiment with new recipes especially in Korean cuisine. I enjoy board games, good photography, 
Game of Thrones, and Marvel movies. 
 

 
 

LIBING “LIBBY” WANG 
 
Email:  
Hometown: Huo Qiu, China  
Medical School: NYU  
Undergraduate: UCB, BS Bioengineering  
Interests: Reading, painting, ballet, board games, public policy, listening to podcasts, and Star Wars. 
 

 

YUSUKE AKAHOSHI  
 
Email: yakahoshi@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Portland, OR 
Medical School: USC 
Undergraduate: USC, BA Biological Sciences, Minor: Cultural Competence in Medicine    
Interests: Playing games, cooking Japanese dishes, watching TV shows/movies 
 
 
 
 

 

SUSAN ALAEI  
 
Email: salaei@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Mesa, AZ 
Medical School: U of Nevada   
Undergraduate: U of Nevada, BS Biochemistry and Molecular Biology   
Interests: Trail running, rollerblading, musical theater, escape rooms, cooking and baking. 
 

 

NICOLE ANDONIAN 
 
Email: nandonian@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA 
Medical School: Ohio State 
Undergraduate: UCLA, BS Psychobiology 
Interests: Cooking and baking; working out, being active, staying healthy; world travel, language and 
culture; spending time with family and friends. 
 

 



 

 

 

STEFAN BESADA 
 
Email: sbesada@mednet.ucla.edu  
Hometown: Wurzburg, DEU 
Medical School: Baylor  
Undergraduate: UCLA, BS Anthropology   
Interests: Weight training, cycling, hiking, fine arts: particularly drawing and calligraphy, nature, photography, 
cooking: especially central European dishes, American Cinema (especially films from the AFI's Top 100), 
gardening, automotive news, visiting fine arts and natural science museums, learning about and trying new 
craft beers, brewery tours, reading (preferred genres: drama, hermeneutics); Countries visited: Germany, 
Austria, Netherlands, England, Czech Republic, and Egypt.  

 
 

 

SHAUN DISNEY  
 
Email: sdisney@mednet.ucla.edu  
Hometown: Edmonton, AB 
Medical School: UCI 
Undergraduate: U of Notre Dame, BS Pre-Professional Studies  
Interests: Avid music fan and record collector. Favorite album of all time is Elvis Costello's "My Aim Is True" 
and I own stereo and mono copies of every Beatles record. Love learning about and making great coffee, 
mostly pour-over coffee and manual espresso. Been running most of my life and recently started cycling a 
few years ago. I have completed one century ride and two marathons and am currently training for a third. 
Ardent supporter of Notre Dame football and Anaheim Ducks hockey. 

 
 

 
 

XUEZHI “ZHI” DONG 
 
Email: xdong@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Dalian, China 
Medical School: UCSD 
Graduate: Harvard, MPH Health Management and Public Leadership (Degree expected 06/2017) 
Undergraduate: Harvard, BA Molecular and Cellular Biology & East Asian Studies minor 
Interests: Hiking and outdoor activities, international traveling, weightlifting, blogging 
(ventureinmedicine.com), freshwater aquascaping and fishkeeping. Technical skills: Data analysis in R 
and Stata. Basic programming in C. Web design with Wordpress. 
  
 
 
 

 

CRAIG FLATH 
 
Email: cflath@mednet.ucla.edu  
Hometown: Salinas, CA 
Medical School: Vanderbilt  
Undergraduate: UCI, BS Biological Sciences 
Interests: College radio show host, music festival enthusiast, pickling hobbyist, brewing and 
fermentation science club member, intramural softball player, board game hobbyist 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BRYANT HONG 
 
Email: bhong@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Orange County, CA 
Medical School: George Washington U 
Undergraduate: UCI, BS Public Health Science 
Interests: As a former pasta and pizza chef, I genuinely enjoy cooking. My best dishes are roasted rack of 
lamb and maple salmon. As a former indie band member in high school, I also enjoy playing guitar, producing 
beats, and going to concerts. Since I grew up next to a beach, I love swimming, paddle boarding, and setting 
up bonfires. Spend the majority of my time outdoors bicycling, hiking, bouldering, shooting, weightlifting, and 
travelling with my family and friends. 
 

 

ALBERT LEE  
 
Email: albertlee@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Los Angeles, CA 
Medical School: U of Chicago   
Undergraduate: Occidental College, BA Biochemistry    
Interests: I enjoy rock and ice climbing, hiking, lacrosse, and guitar. 
 

 



 

 

 

HEWENFEI “ELWEN” LI 
 
Email: hewenfeili@mednet.ucla.edu  
Hometown: Chengdu, Sichuan P.R.China 
Medical School: U of Utah  
Undergraduate: Brigham Young U—Hawaii, BS Biological Science, BS Exercise & Sports Science 
Interests: I love traveling and experiencing new cultures. Tibet holds a special interest for me and I hope to 
visit there someday. I enjoy cooking and dining out (esp. spicy food), particularly with family and friends. I 
meditate regularly and find that along with Tai Chi I am able to find consistent inner peace and maintain 
overall balance and well-being. I enjoy hiking and its combination of a strong fitness component, the beauty 
and sometimes harsh reality of nature, and the peace that comes from quiet time.  
 
 

 

JERRY MARKAR 
 
Email: jjmarkar@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Brighton, England 
Medical School: U of Illinois  
Undergraduate: UCLA, BS Molecular, Cell, and Developmental Biology 
Interests: My wife and I are the proud parents of our newborn son, who has become our new favorite 
pastime! That said, I also enjoy traveling, hiking, camping, live theater, and professional basketball. Recently, 
I spent a week in Aruba snorkeling and exploring the island. I have also just hiked Devil’s Lake in Wisconsin 
and Starved Rock in Illinois. My favorite live performance thus far has been Wicked and, on my list, to see are 
The Lion King and Hamilton. And when I can, I love catching a basketball game on TV! 
 
 

 
 

SARA NAVAB 
 
 
 
 
 

 

AMY NGUYEN 
 
Email: amynguyen@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Oxnard, CA 
Medical School: UCLA 
Undergraduate: UCSD, BS Human Biology   
Interests: Mi Zhong Lo Han style kung fu, traditional Chinese lion dance, hiking, piano.  
 
 
 
 

 

HAYLEY OSEN 
 

Email: hosen@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Pasadena, CA 
Medical School: U of Michigan 
Graduate: Harvard, MS Health Policy & Management 
Undergraduate: John Hopkins, BA Public Health Studies 
Interests: Traveling, tennis, swimming, and hiking. Reading and listening to podcasts about 
economics, health, politics, and pop culture. Learning about technology and trying new gadgets. 
 

 

JASON PIA  
 
Email: jpia@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: San Jose, CA 
Medical School: UCLA 
Graduate: John Hopkins U, MHS Molecular Microbiology & Immunology (Degree Earned 05/2012) & UCLA, MPH 
Health Policy and Management (Degree Expected 06/2017) 
Undergraduate: UCLA, BS Physiological Sciences    
Interests: Have a pet fish named Sushi and a shiba inu named Sayuri. Try to stay active with weightlifting, hiking, 
snowboarding, and badminton. Swim and often go stand-up paddle boarding and kayaking. Cook a majority of my 
meals (know a few traditional Filipino dishes) and also bake (currently experimenting with new French macaron 
recipes). Have a DSLR camera that I use for photography. Like architectural and nature/landscape photography, and 

use Photoshop to edit my photos. Research interest in HIV. 

 
 



 

 

 

AANCHAL PRAKASH  
 
Email: aanchalprakash@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Santa Clara, CA 
Medical School: Northwestern U   
Undergraduate: UCB, BA Psychology & BA Molecular and Cell Biology– Neuroscience       
Interests: Traveling: I traveled with my family and moved to India for 3 years as a child. As I grew older I 
sought out opportunities to experience diversity in culture, food, and landscape. Cooking: This hobby evolved 
from emulating home-cooked meals to staying healthy and being creative. Dancing: I trained in Indian Folk 
Dance for over 10 years and continue to perform and teach workshops. Making jewelry: I enjoy working with 

clay, leather, wire, and stones to make accessories like rings and headbands. 
 
 

 

DANE SAKSA 
 
Email: dsaksa@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Wichita, KS  
Medical School: Columbia 
Graduate: Columbia, MBA Business Administration  
Undergraduate: Stanford, BA Human Biology  
Interests: Music (classical piano and cello, guitar, singer, songwriter, past-performer in rock band, and 
avid concert-goer), reading for pleasure, world travel, exercise/Running, snow-skiing, playing tennis, 
camping, hiking, backpacking, and wilderness travel, seeing Broadway plays and musicals.  
 
 

 
 

MARIAM SARWARY 
 
Email: msarwary@mednet.ucla.edu 
Hometown: Quetta, Pakistan 
Medical School: George Washington U  
Undergraduate: UC Berkeley, BA Molecular & Cellular Biology 
Interests: Outdoor activities including hiking, camping, kayaking, surfing, snorkeling, and biking. 
Cooking and baking, I am always ready to try a new recipe. Traveling, allows me to learn about new 
cultures and traditions. Photography and Scrap Booking, I enjoy the unique view of the world through 
the camera lens. 
  
 
 
 

 

LIAM SULLIVAN 
 
Email: liamsullivan@mednet.ucla.edu  
Hometown: Providence, RI 
Medical School: Brown 
Undergraduate: Brown, BA Music   
Interests: Discovering new music, cooking and baking for friends, bodyweight exercise, meditating, 
and learning Spanish. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EMILY WALTERS 
 
Email: ewalters@mednet.ucla.edu  
Hometown: Groton, CT 
Medical School: U of Rochester   
Graduate: U of Rochester, PhD   
Undergraduate: Pittsburg State U, BS Mathematics and Biology      
Interests: In my free time, I enjoy sailing, baking, watching soccer, supporting local artists, 
backpacking, board games, building computers, and trivia contests. 
 

 

IAN WORDEN 
 
Email: iworden@mednet.ucla.edu  
Hometown: Sacramento, CA 
Medical School: Chicago Med 
Graduate: Rosalind Franklin U, MS Biomedical Sciences 
Undergraduate: UCI, BS Biological Sciences   
Interests: Lacrosse. Hiking & Backpacking: Sierra Nevada Mountains, Lake Tahoe, Point Reyes, Yosemite, 
Death Valley, New Mexico. Travel: Scotland, Europe, China, Charleston, South America (planned). Intramural 
Flag Football. Transcendental Meditation. Medical Simulation: "Managing Cardiovascular Emergencies" 
Elective. Pub Trivia Nights. 
  

 


