Why california Needs Stronger Air Pollution Policy

Cooling the

Since the passage of California’s central climate bill (AB 32) in 2006, the state
has made great progress in reducing greenhouse gas emissions. But there are still
dangerous pollutants in our air that are both warming the planet and harming our
health. These pollutants are called short-lived climate pollutants (SLCPs).
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What are SLCPs?
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Failing to meet the federal air quality standards led to nearly 30,000 hospital
admissions and emergency room visits in California over 2005-2007.
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People of color are more likely to live in close proximity to polluting facilities at
every income level across the US, leading to higher, disproportionate health harm.
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Economic impacts
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SLCPs are gasses or particles other than carbon that
are products of incomplete combustion. They are
present in the atmosphere and the air we breathe,
and are currently not regulated by climate policy.
By not including them, we miss out on immediate
health and long-term climate cooling benefits.
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nearly 2/3 of california
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zip codes are latino
Air quality-related hospital admissions and emergency room visits in California
resulted in approximately $193 million dollars in health care spending.
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This infographic was produced by Physicians for Social Responsibility - Los Angeles. The following graphics are from thenounproject.com: Heart designed by Ilsur Aptukov;
Lungs designed by Alex Auda Samora; Brain designed by Jardson A.; Steam designed by Edward Boatman; Ship designed by Olivier Guin; Ship designed by Jaime Carrion;
Car designed by Arthur Shlain; Truck designed by Yorlmar Campos; Truck designed by Luis Prado; Air Pollution by Gemma Garner. Sources. Cost and Health Consequences
of Air Pollution in California, http://www.rand.org/pubs/research_briefs/RB9501.html; Asthma in California, http://www.cdc.gov/asthma/stateprofiles/asthma_in_ca.pdf;
Analysis of CalEnviroScreen 1.1 Scores And Race/Ethnicity, http://www.oehha.ca.gov/ej/pdf/CES11EngRaceEthnicitySection030714.pdf.

